
2012-2013 Factual Look at 
Higher Education in Nebraska 

Fall Enrollment 2002 through 2012 

Reporting information from the Integrated Postsecondary 
Education Data System (IPEDS) 

 
Presented August  1, 2013 

1 

Section A:  Enrollment 



Section A: Student Enrollment 

 Fall enrollment 
 12-month enrollment 
 Enrollment of first-time freshmen 
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 2002-2010:  up 28,524 (24.2%) 
 2010-2012:  down 5,500 (-3.8%)  Net 10-year increase of 19.6% 
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Up 7.0% 

Up 19.5% 

Up 44.7% 

Up 17.3% 

Up 34.1% 

Since Fall 2002: 
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Up 3,272 

Up 7,313 

Up 10,178 

Up 1,320 

Up 941 

Since Fall 2002: 

Total 
23,024 

students 
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Up 0.5% 

Down 8.5% 

Down 0.5% 

Up 1.1% 
Down 29.6% 

Between 
Fall 2010 
and Fall 2012: 
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Up 273 
Down 4,152 

Down 160 

Up 93 

Down 1,554 

Between 
Fall 2010 
and Fall 2012: 

Total 
- 5,500 

students 

49,905 50,178 

49,051 
44,899 

33,113 32,953 

8,846 8,939 

5,254 3,700 0

20,000

40,000

60,000

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

University of Nebraska Nebraska Community Colleges

Independent Colleges & Universities Nebraska State College System

For-Profit/Career Schools

Independents 

NU 

NSCS 

CC's 

For Profits 

   Nebraska's Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education, August 1, 2013 
 



8 

Undergraduates 

2002-2010   Up 21.8% 
          (22,002 students) 
 
2010-2012   Down 5.0% 
          (6,095 students) 
 
 Graduate Students 

2002-2010   Up 39.0% 
          (6,522 students) 
 
2010-2012   Up 3.6% 
          (595 students) 
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2010 - 2012 

Undergraduates 
Three schools accounted 
for 70% of 2-year decline: 
Southeast CC (-2,074) 
Metropolitan CC (-1,147) 
Bellevue University (-979) 
 
Four schools accounted 
for an additional 25% of 
the 2-year decline: 
Kaplan-Omaha (-470) 
Mid-Plains CC (-396) 
Vatterott College (-361) 
UNL (-280) 
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2010 - 2012 

Graduate Students 
Among the schools with 
graduate programs: 
12 had higher graduate 
enrollments and 11 had 
lower enrollments in 
fall 2012 than fall 2010. 
 
Schools with the highest 
increases: 
Bellevue University (514) 
UNMC (266) 
Creighton University (248) 
Clarkson College (147) 
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Undergraduates 
10-Year Increase of 15.8% 
        15,907 Students 
 

Graduate Students 
10-Year Increase of 42.5% 
         7,117 Students 
 
Total 10-Year Increase of 

         23,024 Students 
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Graduate enrollments 
accounted for higher 
percentages of total fall 
enrollment in 2012 than 
in 2002, statewide, 
and at: 
 
• University of Nebraska 
•  Nebraska State 

College System 
•  Independent sector** 
•  For-Profit/Career 

School sector 
 

**Graduate % increased 
from 20.2% to 31.1% 
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 Women continue to outnumber men at the undergraduate 
 and graduate levels and across all racial/ethnic groups except 

among foreign students. 
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Up 180.7% 

Up 61.1%, 
but down 8.8% 
since fall 2010 
(-627 students) 

Up 24.4% 

Up 44.4% 

Since Fall 2002: 
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Up 158.8% 

Up 149.3% 

Up 24.0% 

Up 50.7% 

Since Fall 2002: 
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    % of Census     % of Fall 2012 
    2010 Nebraska    Nebraska Total 
     Population of     Undergraduate 
   Race/Ethnicity  18-24 Year Olds        Enrollment 

White non-Hispanic          79.3%            83.2% 

Black non-Hispanic            5.5%              6.0% 

Hispanic           11.7%              7.3% 

Asian/Pacific Islander            2.5%              2.6% 

Native American            1.0%              1.0% 
  Total        100.0%          100.0% 
 
Sources:  2010 U.S. Census, Summary File 1, PCT 12 series and Fall 2012 IPEDS data. 
Undergraduate enrollment excludes foreign students. 
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Analysis of Undergraduate 
Fall Enrollment by Age 
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 Increasing:  Under 18, 25-39, and 50-64 year-olds 
 Decreasing:  18-24 and 40-49 year-olds 
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Fall Enrollment 
 Compared to 

12-month Enrollment 
at Nebraska’s Public Institutions 
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University of Nebraska 
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University of Nebraska 
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University of Nebraska 
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Fall Enrollment 
 of First-Time Freshmen 
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 2002-2010:  up 1,456 (8.0%) or 1.0% per year 
 2010-2012:  down 1,220 or 6.2%  Net 10-year increase of 1.3% 
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Up 4.4% 

Up 25.7% 

Up 0.4% 

Up 9.2% 

Down 73.9% 

Since Fall 2002: 
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Up 291 

Up 1,301 

Up 13 

Up 111 

Down 1,480 

Since Fall 2002: 

Total net of  
+ 236 

students 

   Nebraska's Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education, July 19, 2012 
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Down 2.7% 

Down 6.5% 

Down 1.6% 

Down 1.1% 

Down 50.0% 

Between 
Fall 2010 
and Fall 2012: 
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Down 193 

Down 445 

Down 54 

Down 14 

Down 514 

Between 
Fall 2010 
and Fall 2012: 

Total 
- 1,220 

students 

   Nebraska's Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education, August 1, 2013 
 

7,123 6,930 

1,327 1,313 

6,799 
6,354 

3,375 3,321 

1,037 
523 0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

N
um

be
r o

f F
ul

l-T
im

e 
Fi

rs
t-T

im
e 

Fr
es

hm
en

 

University of Nebraska (NU) Nebraska State College System (NSCS)

Nebraska Community Colleges (NCC) Nebraska Independent Institutions

For-Profit Schools

NU 

Independent Institutions 

For-Profit Schools 

NSCS 

Community Colleges 



QUESTIONS? 

31 

Barbara A. McCuen, Ph.D. 
Research Coordinator 

CCPE – Nebraska 
Barbara.McCuen@nebraska.gov 

(402) 471-0031  
 

Duncan Hsu, Ph.D. 
Database Manager 
CCPE – Nebraska 

Duncan.Hsu@nebraska.gov 
(402) 471-0024 
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