MINUTES
Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education
University of Nebraska at Omaha
Barbara Weitz Community Engagement Center, Room 201/205
6001 Dodge Street, Omaha, Nebraska
Friday, May 22, 2026
8:30 a.m. (CDT)

Public notice of this meeting was given by posting notice on the Commission’s website; posting notice on the State of Nebraska's online public meeting calendar; e-mailing news media; and keeping a current copy of the agenda in the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary 
Education's office, listing the date, time, and location of the meeting. A copy of the current Open Meetings Act was posted beside the table containing the documents for the meeting.


NOTICE OF MEETING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE COORDINATING COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION WILL HOLD A MEETING ON MAY 22, 2026. THE MEETING WILL BEGIN AT 8:30 A.M. AND ADJOURN AT APPROXIMATELY 12:00 P.M.

AN AGENDA IS MAINTAINED IN THE COMMISSION OFFICE, 140 N. 8TH STREET, SUITE 300, LINCOLN, NEBRASKA.
TIM DANIELS, CHAIR









CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS
Chair Daniels called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. and asked for introductions.

Commissioners Present			
	Tim Daniels			Dannika Nelson	
Dr. Deborah Frison		Molly O’Holleran
Dr. Dennis Headrick		W. Scott Wilson
								
Commissioners Absent
	Tami Weber			Dr. Paul Von Behren

Commission Staff Present
	Dr. Michael Baumgartner	Helen Pope
	Dr. Kathleen Fimple		Matthew Roque
	Jill Heese 			Gary Timm	
J. Ritchie Morrow				
							
WELCOME
Dr. Joanne Li, Chancellor at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, welcomed the Commissioners to the UNO campus and gave a presentation on initiatives and UNO projects that are being put into place.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 13, 2026, COMMISSION MEETING
Commissioner Wilson made a motion to approve the March 13, 2026, Commission meeting minutes as written. Commissioner Frison seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken. Those voting aye: Daniels, Frison, Headrick, Nelson, O’Holleran, and Wilson. The minutes were approved.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Commissioner Wilson reported that he, along with Commissioners Nelson and Frison, made up the nominating committee for Commission officers for 2026-2027. He presented the Committee’s slate of nominations for Commission Chair, Vice Chair, and one other member to serve on the 2026-2027 Executive Committee.

The Nominating Committee proposed approval of Commissioner Daniels to continue serving as Commission Chair from July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027. 

Commissioner Wilson, on behalf of the Nominating Committee, moved to approve Commissioner Daniels to continue serving as Commission Chair from July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027.  A roll call vote was taken. Voting aye: Frison, Headrick, Nelson, O’Holleran, and Wilson. Abstain: Daniels. The motion carried.

The Nominating Committee proposed approval of Commissioner Headrick to continue serving as Vice Chair from July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027.

Commissioner Wilson, on behalf of the Nominating Committee, moved to approve Commissioner Headrick to continue serving as Commission Vice Chair from July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027.  A roll call vote was taken. Voting aye: Daniels, Frison, Nelson, O’Holleran, and Wilson.  Abstain: Headrick. The motion carried.

The Nominating Committee proposed approval of Commissioner Nelson to serve on the Executive Committee along with the Chair, Vice Chair, and current Executive Committee member Commissioner O’Holleran from July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027.

Commissioner Wilson, on behalf of the Nominating Committee, moved to approve Commissioner Nelson to serve on the Executive Committee along with the Chair, Vice Chair, and Current Executive Committee member Commissioner O’Holleran from July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027.  A roll call vote was taken. Voting aye: Daniels, Frison, Headrick, and Wilson. Abstain: Nelson and O’Holleran. The motion carried.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
The following out-of-service area application requests were approved by the executive director:

· Offered by University of Nebraska at Kearney
In-person at Deshler High School, Deshler, NE 
· SPAN 200 - Intermediate Spanish I – 3 credits
2026-2027 School Year 
· SPAN 201 – Intermediate Spanish II – 3 credits
2026-2027 School Year 

· Offered by University of Nebraska at Omaha
In-person at Bishop Neumann High School, Wahoo, NE
· Biology 1450 – Biology I – 5 credits
Fall 2026
· Biology 1750 – Biology II – 5 credits
Spring 2027

· Offered by University of Nebraska at Omaha
In-person at McCook Sr. High School, McCook, NE 
· English 1010 – Introduction to Genre Studies: Prose – 3 credits
Fall 2026
· English 1020 – Introduction to Genre Studies: Poetry, Drama & Film – 3 credits
Spring 2027

· Offered by University of Nebraska at Omaha
In-person at Pius X Catholic High School, Lincoln, NE 
· Physics 2110 – General Physics I – 4 credits
Fall 2026
· Physics 2120 – General Physics- Calculus Level – 4 credits
Spring 2027

Dr. Baumgartner introduced Gary Timm, Chief Finance and Administrative Officer, to present the Third Quarter Budget Report as of March 31, 2026. Mr. Timm gave updates on the status of Administrative Funds, the Nebraska Opportunity Grant Program (NOG), Higher Education Financial Aid, Access College Early Scholarship (ACE), and Guaranty Recovery Program. Mr. Timm noted the Community College ARPA Grants are spent.

Dr. Baumgartner reported that there have been no changes to the state budget since the March Commission meeting update. 

Dr. Baumgartner provided a handout with legislative bills of interest to the Commission. He commented that most of the bills have been indefinitely postponed and will need to be reintroduced as new bills in the next legislative session.

Dr. Baumgartner reported that he continues to work with the P20 Alliance on implementing Workforce Pell in Nebraska, and continued efforts on the direct admissions project along with the state colleges, the Nebraska Department of Education, and the Commission.  

The Midwest Higher Education Compact has awarded a $250,000 innovation grant to the Nebraska Department of Labor to begin the Credential Registry design phase. This work is aligned with P20 Alliance priorities and will result in funding a statewide credential registry.

In staff news, Dr. Baumgartner reported that Dr. Kathleen Fimple, Academic Programs Officer, attended the National Association of State Administrators and Supervisors of Private Schools meeting in Dallas April 20-22. She will be attending the Midwest Council for SARA meeting in Chicago in June and the Postsecondary Data for Action Network Meeting, with NSWERS staff, in July.

J. Ritchie Morrow, Financial Aid Officer, attended the EducationQuest Symposium in Omaha on April 9, participated in the National Governors Association Workforce Pell Convening in DC May 5-7, and will be attending the MHEC Affordability Summit in Indianapolis June 9-11. Ritchie, Dr. Fimple, and Jill Heese, Research Director, along with Dr. Baumgartner, will be attending the Susan Thompson Buffet Foundation Research Symposium at UNO on June 2.

Dr. Baumgartner stated he has several meetings coming up. He will be going to New Orleans for a brief National Governors Association roundtable on degree apprenticeships, and from June 7 to 11 he will be in Indianapolis for the MHEC Executive Committee meeting followed by an Affordability Summit. In July he will attend the Education Commission of the States national forum followed by the SHEEO annual meeting. 

PUBLIC HEARING ON MATTERS OF GENERAL CONCERN
There was no testimony on Matters of General Concern.

[bookmark: _Hlk138680517]Chair Daniels closed the public hearing on Matters of General Concern.

PUBLIC HEARING ON ACADEMIC PROGRAMS COMMITTEE ITEMS
There was no testimony on Academic Programs Committee Items.

Chair Daniels closed the public hearing on Academic Programs Committee Items.

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS COMMITTEE
Commissioner Nelson, Committee Chair, stated there were several items on the agenda and introduced Dr. Fimple to present them.
Approval of Fees for Private and Out-of-State Institutions
Dr. Fimple presented the report, providing information about and changes to the fee schedule.

Committee Recommendation: The Academic Programs Committee recommends approval of the Fees for Private and Out-of-State Institutions, effective July 1, 2026.

Commissioner Nelson, on behalf of the Academic Programs Committee, moved to approve the Fees for Private and Out-of-State Institutions. A roll call vote was taken. Those voting aye: Daniels, Frison, Headrick, Nelson, O’Holleran, and Wilson. The motion carried.
Existing Program Review
Dr. Fimple presented the Existing Program Review of Information Items:

Central Community College
· Early Childhood Education, AAS, Diploma, Cert.
· Heating, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration, AAS, Diploma, Cert.

Metropolitan Community College
· Early Childhood Education, AAS, Cert.
· Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning, AAS, Diploma, Cert.
· Respiratory Therapy, AAS

Mid-Plains Community College
· Early Childhood Education, AAS, Diploma, Cert.
· Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning Technology, AAS, Diploma, Cert.


Northeast Community College
· Early Childhood, AAS/AA, Cert.
· Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning, AAS

Southeast Community College
· Early Childhood Education, AAS/AA, Diploma, Cert.
· Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning, AAS, Diploma
· Plumbing, Heating and Air Conditioning Tech., AAS
· Plumbing Technology, Diploma
· Respiratory Care, AAS
· Polysomnographic Technology, Cert. 

Western Nebraska Community College
· Early Childhood Education Program, AAS/AA, Cert.

University of Nebraska at Kearney
· Communication Studies, BS
· Early Childhood Family Advocacy, BS, Cert.
· Family Studies, BS
· Public Communication, MA

University of Nebraska – Lincoln
· Applied Science (Interdisciplinary), BS
· Applied Science, MAS
· Child, Youth and Family Studies, BSEH, MS
· Early Childhood and Family Policy, Grad. Cert. 
· Family Financial Planning, Grad. Cert. 
· Financial Counseling, Grad. Cert. 
· Medical/Family Therapy, Grad. Cert.
· Youth Development, Grad. Cert.

University of Nebraska at Omaha
· Chemistry, BA/BS
· Pharmaceutical Sciences, BS
Program Requiring Further Review - Northeast Community College - Plumbing, Diploma
Dr. Fimple stated the Northeast Community College – Plumbing Diploma program requires further review due to falling below minimum performance standards.

Committee Recommendation: That the Commission require an in-depth review of the Plumbing Diploma Program at NECC due August 15, 2026.

Commissioner Nelson, on behalf of the Academic Programs Committee, moved to approve an in-depth review requirement of the Plumbing Program at Northeast Community College due August 15, 2026. A roll call vote was taken. Those voting aye: Daniels, Frison, Headrick, Nelson, O’Holleran, and Wilson. The motion carried.
Annual Reports from Out-of-State and Private Institutions
Dr. Fimple presented the annual authorization report on the following institutions:  
· Life Chiropractic College West, Hayward, CA, at Bellevue University
· Ricketts Great Books College, Omaha, NE
· Western Governors University, Salt Lake City, UT, with office in Fremont
· North Park Theological Seminary, Chicago, IL, at Carol Joy Holling Camp
· University of South Dakota, at Lincoln Public Schools
Report on College Course Offerings for High School Students, 2024-25
Dr. Fimple gave a report on courses offered by public institutions for high school students in Nebraska. She stated that while the majority of dual credit courses are offered in high school, Wayne State College, the University of Nebraska, and all the Community Colleges except for Western Nebraska Community College included courses that were taught on a campus or center. The report covers distribution of courses by sector, delivery methods, subject areas, accessibility by location and variety, and course locations by institution.
Report on Institutional Activities Related to Existing Programs

Reasonable and Moderate Extensions
· MCC – Video Audio Communication Arts – Audio, AAS
· MCC – Content Creation Certificate of Achievement
· MCC – Digital Cinema Career Certificate
· MCC – Collision Engineering Fundamentals Career Certificate
· MCC – Information Technology Networking Technician Career Certificate
· MCC – Intelligent Systems and Innovations Career Certificate
· MCC – AI Systems Design and Innovation Career Certificate
· WSC – Applied Special Education Generalist (K-12), BS Reduced credit degree 
            program
· WSC – Applied Business Administration, BS/BA Reduced credit degree program

Program Name Changes
· MCC – Architectural Design Technician, AAS to Architectural Design 
            Technology, AAS
· MCC – Architectural Engineering Design Technician, AAS to Architectural 
            Engineering Design Technician, AAS
· MCC – Civil Engineering-Computer Aided Design Career Certificate to 
            Introduction to BIM for Civil Engineering Career Certificate
· MCC – Computer Programming Career Certificate to Software Developer Career 
            Certificate
· MCC – Web and Mobile App Programming to Full Stack Developer Career 
            Certificate

Discontinued Programs
· MCC – Web Development Career Certificate

Chair Daniels called for a break at 10:21 a.m. The meeting resumed at 10:31 a.m.

PUBLIC HEARING ON BUDGET, CONSTRUCTION, AND FINANCIAL AID COMMITTEE ITEMS
There was no testimony on Budget, Construction, and Financial Aid Committee Items.

Chair Daniels closed the public hearing on Budget, Construction, and Financial Aid Committee Items.

BUDGET, CONSTRUCTION, AND FINANCIAL AID COMMITTEE
Commissioner O’Holleran, Committee Chair, began the Budget committee, noting there was a capital construction project on the agenda.
Central Community College – Columbus Campus – Physical Education Center Addition and Renovation
Matthew Roque, Capital Project & Financial Analyst, presented the proposal. Central Community College – Columbus Campus, is proposing a remodel of and addition to the existing Physical Education Center built in 1970. The remodel will include a new mechanical system. The addition will be approximately 5,500 GSF and located on the east and south side of the existing building. It will include a large entry, support-space for athletes, a classroom, and restrooms that will be updated to code. The cost of the project is approximately $7.25 million and will come from the Capital Improvement Fund and ADA Reserve Funds. 

Committee Recommendation: Pursuant to the Nebr. Rev. Stat. § 85-1414, the Budget, Construction, and Financial Aid Committee of the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education recommends approval of Central Community College’s proposal to utilize Capital Improvement Funds and ADA Reserve Funds to construct and equip the Physical Education Center project as outlined in the governing board’s program statement approved on February 19, 2026, along with supplemental information provided. 

	                Commissioner O’Holleran, on behalf of the Budget, Construction, and Financial Aid Committee,
                moved to approve Central Community College – Columbus Campus Physical Education 
                Center Addition and Renovation. A roll call vote was taken. Those voting aye: Daniels, Frison, 
                Headrick, Nelson, O’Holleran, and Wilson. The motion carried.


PUBLIC HEARING ON PLANNING AND CONSUMER INFORMATION COMMITTEE ITEMS
There was no testimony on Planning and Consumer Information Committee Items.

Chair Daniels closed the public hearing on Planning and Consumer Information Committee Items.

PLANNING AND CONSUMER INFORMATION COMMITTEE
Commissioner Wilson, Committee Chair, introduced Jill Heese, Research Director, to present the Factual Look Report.
2026 Factual Look at Higher Education in Nebraska – Degrees and Other Awards Conferred
Ms. Heese delivered a presentation on the 2026 Factual Look at Higher Education in Nebraska: Degrees and Other Awards Conferred. The report provides a statewide statistical analysis that focuses on the latest 10-year trends by sector, award level, sex, race/ethnicity, discipline cluster, and age group. Ms. Heese stated total degrees and awards were up 3.1% over the previous year and 11.8% over the last 10-year period. Ms. Heese provided a demonstration on how to use the dashboard on the CCPE website. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Chair Daniels introduced Mr. Timm to present the proposed agency budget.
Proposed Agency Budget FYE June 30, 2027
Mr. Timm presented the Proposed Agency Budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, noting that the state appropriates funding for agencies on a two-year basis. Mr. Timm provided information on the following: Administrative Budget, the Nebraska Opportunity Grant (NOG), Access College Early Scholarship (ACE), Gap Assistance Program, Excellence in Teaching Program, Door-to-College, Nebraska Career Scholarships for the Community Colleges and Private Colleges, and the Guaranty Recovery Cash Fund.  

Committee Recommendations: That the Commission approve the July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027, agency budget and authorize the Executive Director to make minor revisions to the budget line items.

Chair Daniels, on behalf of the Executive Committee, moved to approve the Proposed Agency Budget FYE June 30, 2027. A roll call vote was taken. Those voting aye: Daniels, Frison, Headrick, Nelson, O’Holleran, and Wilson. The motion carried.
Approval of the Executive Director Salary for 2026-2027

Chair Daniels made a motion to enter into closed session as authorized by the Nebraska Revised Statues, Section 84-1410, for the protection of the public interest and to prevent needless injury to the reputation of Dr. Michael Baumgartner, who has not requested a public hearing, for the purpose of discussing the executive director’s salary.  Commissioner Headrick seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken. Voting aye: Daniels, Frison, Headrick, Nelson, O’Holleran, and Wilson. The motion carried.

Chair Daniels requested that staff and guests leave the room while the Commission goes into closed session to discuss the salary of the executive director recommended by the Executive Committee. 

The Commission entered into closed session at 11:33 a.m. The Commission ended the closed session at 11:45 a.m. by a unanimous vote.

Chair Daniels stated that formal action must be taken in open session on the executive director’s salary recommendation, which is a 3.25 percent increase.

Commissioner O’Holleran made a motion to approve the proposed 3.25 percent salary increase for 2026-2027 for Executive Director Baumgartner. Commissioner Nelson seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken. Voting aye: Daniels, Frison, Headrick, Nelson, O’Holleran, and Wilson. The motion carried.

FUTURE MEETING
The next Commission meeting will be Friday, July 24, 2026, 8:30 a.m. at South Sioux City Education Center, South Sioux City, Nebraska.

ADJOURNMENT
Chair Daniels adjourned the meeting at 11:50 a.m.
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