COMPREHENSIVE STATEWIDE PLAN FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION

Major Statewide Goals

The following major statewide goals are critical to the achievement of this Plan’s vision
for postsecondary education in Nebraska. Accomplishing these goals will require
substantial cooperative effort on the part of all persons involved with higher education in
the state. Further discussion of each major statewide goal and strategies for the
accomplishment of each major goal form the framework for chapters two through six of
this Plan:

Meeting the Needs of Students (Chapter Two)

e Nebraska’s institutions and policymakers will increase participation and
success in postsecondary education, particularly for low-income and
underrepresented populations, and ensure that all Nebraskans are able to
access and successfully complete postsecondary education appropriate to
their individual needs and abilities, unrestricted by age, culture, disabilities,
religion, race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, nationality,
socioeconomic status, or geographic location.

e Nebraska postsecondary institutions and policymakers will collaborate to
ensure that lack of financial resources will not prevent students from
accessing and completing postsecondary education in a timely manner
without unreasonable student debt.

e Nebraska’s postsecondary institutions will cooperate to increase effectiveness,
reduce students costs, and shorten time to degree through innovations in
course transfer such as reverse transfer and seamless transfer agreements.

e Nebraska’s postsecondary institutions will be student-centered, create inclusive
environments that foster student success, and offer lifelong learning
opportunities that are responsive to students’ and workforce needs.

e Nebraska colleges and universities will foster critical thinking skills and
provide their graduates with the knowledge and workplace skills needed to
be successful employees, innovative entrepreneurs, and responsible
citizens on a global stage.

Meeting the Needs of the State (Chapter Three)

¢ Nebraska will close the historical educational attainment gaps between
majority and underrepresented populations and be among the leading states
in overall educational attainment.

e Postsecondary education in Nebraska will be responsive to the workforce
development and ongoing training needs of employers and industries to build
and sustain a knowledgeable, trained, and skilled workforce in both rural and
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urban areas of the state.

Postsecondary institutions will contribute to the health and prosperity of the
people and to the vitality of the state through research and development efforts,
technology transfer and technical assistance, and by attracting external funds to
support these activities.

Postsecondary education institutions will assess evolving needs and priorities
of the students and people of Nebraska in a timely manner and will adopt new
methods and technologies to address them.

Postsecondary education will serve the state by preparing individuals for
productive, fulfilling lives and by developing and nurturing the citizens and future
leaders of Nebraska.

Postsecondary education institutions will maintain their distinctive role as
providers of cultural and artistic opportunities to students and their communities
through study, research, and programming.

Meeting Needs by Building Exemplary Institutions (Chapter Four)

Each Nebraska institution will fulfill its role and mission in an exemplary
manner and will compare favorably with peer institutions.

Nebraska will value postsecondary education and support its investment in
public postsecondary education through fair and reliable funding policies that
provide appropriate levels of support to enable institutions to excel and meet
the educational needs of the state and its students.

Postsecondary education in Nebraska will be effective in meeting the
needs of students and the state, will be efficient in its expenditure of the
state’s resources, and will be accountable for developing, sustaining, and
demonstrating exemplary teaching, learning, research, and public service.

Meeting Educational Needs through Partnerships and Collaboration (Chapter

Five)

Postsecondary education institutions will work as partners with one another
and with other entities, including those in the private sector, whenever
appropriate to share resources and deliver programs cooperatively to
enhance learning opportunities for Nebraska residents.

Postsecondary education will work effectively with elementary and secondary
schools to improve teaching and learning at all levels of education, provide
opportunities for early college enroliment, and ensure the college and career
readiness of all high school graduates.
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Facilities Planning to Meet Educational Needs (Chapter Six)

e Nebraska will promote a physical environment at each of its public
postsecondary institutions that is supportive of role and mission; is well
utilized and effectively accommodates space needs; is safe, accessible, cost
effective, and well maintained; and is flexible to adapt to future changes in
programs and technologies.

Note: The entire Comprehensive Plan can be found at cccp.nebraska.gov/reports.
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