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2.2 College Graduation and Transfer Rates (Based on IPEDS Data) 
 
       Increase the percentage of students who complete associate degrees within three 
 years and baccalaureate degrees within six years 
 
 The college graduation rates reported in this section are based on data collected by the 
National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) through the Integrated Postsecondary 
Education Data System (IPEDS). The latest available data are for undergraduates who 
completed degree programs during the 2012–2013 academic year. Completion data for 
students who finished their degree programs in 2013–2014 will not be available for analysis until 
mid-2015. Consequently, the following analysis focuses on how 2012–2013 graduation rates for 
Nebraska institutions compare to 2002–2003 baseline rates. Throughout this analysis, the 
terms “completion rate” and “graduation rate” are used interchangeably. 
 
 Based on the same cohorts as graduation rates, the 2012–2013 transfer rates for 
Nebraska’s six community colleges are presented at the end of this section. Presenting these 
rates provides an important supplement to the graduation rates reported for these institutions. 
  
 Generally, baccalaureate graduation and transfer rates are based on a six-year time 
frame, while rates for associate degrees are based on three years. In all cases, rates are 
calculated only for students who enrolled in degree programs as full-time, first-time freshmen. 
See Explanatory Note A10.1 in Appendix 10 and Explanatory Note A11.1 in Appendix 11 for 
further information on IPEDS-defined time frames and how completion and transfer rates are 
calculated using IPEDS data. 
 
The Overall College Graduation Rate for Nebraska 
 
• As shown in Figure 2.2.1 the statewide graduation rate for Nebraska’s postsecondary 

institutions increased from 48.4% in 2002–2003 to 48.5% in 2012–2013, down from a high 
of 50.8% in 2009–2010 and up only 0.1 percentage point over the ten-year period.32 

 
Figure 2.2.1 

Overall College Graduation Rate for Nebraska 
2002–2003 through 2012–2013 

Note. See Table A10.1 in Appendix 10 for supporting data. Data source: 
 
National Center for Education Statistics, fall 

2003 through fall 2013 IPEDS surveys.  

                                                
32

 Data for Nebraska institutions in the degree-granting and non-degree-granting for-profit sectors are 
included in the calculation of the state graduation rates presented in this report. 
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 The recent decline in Nebraska’s overall graduation rate, from 50.8% in 2009–2010 to 
48.5% in 2011–2012 and 2012–2013, can be attributed primarily the decline in graduation rates 
at the state’s community colleges. Between 2009–2010 and 2012–2013, the community 
colleges’ graduation rate dropped from 30.4% to 26.4%. Thus, this sector’s recent decline in 
graduation rates has been a major factor in reducing the state’s overall completion rate from 
50.8% in 2009–2010 to 48.5% in 2012–2013. Excluding community colleges, the state’s 
graduation rate for 2012–2013 would be 57.0% compared to 57.4% for 2009–2010, a three-year 
decrease of only 0.4 percentage point. 
 
College Graduation Rates by Sector and by Institution 
 
• The state’s overall college graduation rate increased only 0.1 percentage point between 

2002–2003 and 2012–2013, but completion rates by sector varied noticeably, as shown in 
Figure 2.2.2. (See Table A10.2 in Appendix 10 for supporting data.) 

 
• The non-degree-granting, for-profit schools have had the highest overall completion rate 

among the state’s six sectors of postsecondary education since 2002–2003, followed by 
Nebraska’s independent (not-for-profit) colleges and universities and the University of 
Nebraska. 

 
• The overall graduation rate for the non-degree-granting, for-profit schools decreased from 

71.2% in 2002–2003 to 70.4% in 2012–2013, primarily as a result of La’James International 
College and Xenon International Academy-Omaha reporting lower percentages of 
completers in 2012–2013. 

 
Figure 2.2.2 

Graduation Rates for Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions by Sector 
2012–2013 Compared to 2002–2003 Baseline 

Note. See Table A10.3, Table A10.4.a, and Table A10k in Appendix 10 for supporting data. Data source:  National 

Center for Education Statistics, fall 2003 and fall 2013 IPEDS surveys.  

 
• The sector graduation rate for the degree-granting, for-profit/career schools increased 1.0 

percentage point, from 43.5% in 2002–2003 to 44.5% in 2012–2013. 
 
 - The highest graduation rate within this sector was 95.7% at the Universal College of 

Healing Arts (22 graduates). 
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• The overall graduation rate for the University of Nebraska system increased from 52.2% in 
2002–2003 to 59.0% in 2012–2013. 

 
 - The highest graduation rate within this sector in 2012–2013 was at the University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln (66.8%) while the lowest rate was at the University of Nebraska 
Omaha (42.1%). 

 
• The overall graduation rate for the Nebraska State College System decreased from 43.0% 

in 2002–2003 to 40.7% in 2012–2013. The highest graduation rate within this sector in 
2012–2013 was at Wayne State College (45.6%) while the lowest rate was at Chadron State 
College (33.3%). 

 
• The overall graduation rate for Nebraska’s Community Colleges decreased from 37.8% in 

2002–2003 to 26.4% in 2012–2013. 
 

- Between 2002–2003 and 2012–2013, the graduation rates at Mid-Plains Community 
College and Western Nebraska Community College both increased 1.2 percentage 
points to 34.2% and 23.1%, respectively. 

 
 - As has been the case in the past, however, graduation rates at Nebraska’s four other 

community colleges continue to lag behind their respective 2002–2003 numbers, 
impeding the sector’s overall graduation rate. Metropolitan Community College’s 2012–
2013 graduation rate of 12.5% was the lowest within this sector, while Northeast’s rate of 
43.2% was the highest graduation rate among the community colleges. 

 
• Within the independent sector, the graduation rate has increased from 57.0% in 2002–2003 

to 60.7% in 2012–2013.  
 

- The highest graduation rates in the independent sector in 2012–2013 were reported by 
Creighton University (75.9%), Nebraska Wesleyan University (68.5%), and Nebraska 
Methodist College of Nursing and Allied Health (68.0%).  

  
• Within all of the sectors, some schools showed significant decreases in their completion 

rates, while others reported noticeable improvements in their completion rates. Statewide, 
19 of the postsecondary institutions with undergraduate programs reported lower completion 
rates in 2012–2013 than in 2002–2003, while 23 schools reported completion rates that 
were the same or higher. Calculations and comparisons of completion rates based on first-
time freshmen cohorts are not applicable to the remaining 11 institutions because the 
schools have closed or they did not have first-time freshmen cohorts on which to base 
completion rates in 2002–2003 and/or 2012–2013. Consequently, the sector completion 
rates shown in Figure 2.2.2 should not be interpreted as an indicant of the performance of 
any particular school. 

 
• See Table A10.3 for the 2002–2003 and 2012–2013 completion rates by institution and by 

sector. See Table A10.4.a through Table A10.4.k in Appendix 10 for the data used to 
calculate the completion rates for the six sectors and each of the state’s postsecondary 
institutions from 2002–2003 through 2012–2013.  
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College Graduation Rates by Race/Ethnicity 

 
• An analysis of IPEDS data reveals that completion rates at Nebraska’s postsecondary 

institutions varied and changed by race/ethnicity between 2002–2003 and 2012–2013. 
 
• As shown in Figure 2.2.3, the completion rates for white non-Hispanics and Asians/Pacific 

Islanders in 2002–2003 and 2012–2013 were significantly higher than the completion rates 
for Hispanics, Native Americans, black non-Hispanics, and multiracial students.33 

 
• Down 1.8 percentage points to 27.0%, the only ethnicity with a drop in its graduation rate 

was black non-Hispanics.  
 
• Comparing the graduation rates in 2002–2003 to those in 2012–2013, the greatest 

increases were for Hispanics (3.6 percentage points) and Asian/Pacific Islanders (2.2 
percentage points).  

 
• Completion rates for each racial/ethnic group fluctuate, at least slightly, from year to year.  
 
• See Table A10.5.a and Table A10.5.b in Appendix 10 for supporting data. 
 
 

Figure 2.2.3 

Graduation Rates for Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions 
by Race/Ethnicity 

2012–2013 Compared to 2002–2003 Baseline 

Note. See Table A10.5.a in Appendix 10 for supporting data. Data source: 
 
National Center for Education Statistics, 

fall 2003 and fall 2013 IPEDS surveys.  

 
 
 
 
 

                                                
33

 The race/ethnic category ‘two or more races’ was first available in IPEDS for fall 2008 enrollment. 
However, institutions were not required to use the new race/ethnic category until fall 2011 enrollments 
were reported. 
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College Graduation Rates by Sector and by Race/Ethnicity 

 
• The following charts show how the graduation rates for each racial/ethnic group varied and 

changed between 2002–2003 and 2012–2013 within each of the six sectors of higher 
education in Nebraska.  

 
• As shown in Figure 2.2.4, graduation rates increased for all racial/ethnic groups at the 

University of Nebraska between 2002–2003 and 2012–2013.  
 
• Within the Nebraska State College System, graduation rates increased slightly for white 

non-Hispanics but decreased for all other racial ethnic groups between 2002–2003 and 
2012–2013 (see Figure 2.2.5). That all graduation rates did not increase or remain about the 
same is due, at least in part, to the fact that only a small number of minority students 
graduated from the state colleges in 2002–2003 and 2012–2013. 

 
• As shown in Figure 2.2.6, graduation rates at Nebraska’s community colleges decreased for 

all racial/ethnic groups, except Hispanics, between 2002–2003 and 2012–2013. 
 
• Graduation rates increased between 2002–2003 and 2012–2013 for white non-Hispanics 

and Asian/Pacific Islanders within the independent sector (see Figure 2.2.7) and the sectors 
consisting of degree-granting (see Figure 2.2.8) and non-degree-granting for-profit career 
schools (see Figure 2.2.9). Within each of these three sectors, rates also decreased for 
black non-Hispanics, but were varied for Hispanics and Native Americans. 

 
• See Table 10.6 in Appendix 10 for supporting data. 
 
 

Figure 2.2.4 

Graduation Rates for the University of Nebraska 
by Race/Ethnicity 

2012–2013 Compared to 2002–2003 Baseline 

Note. See Table A10.6 in Appendix 10 for supporting data. Data source:  National Center for Education Statistics, fall 
2003 and fall 2013 IPEDS surveys.  
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Figure 2.2.5 

Graduation Rates for the Nebraska State College System 
by Race/Ethnicity 

2012–2013 Compared to 2002–2003 Baseline 

Note. See Table A10.6 in Appendix 10 for supporting data. Data source:  National Center for Education Statistics, fall 
2003 and fall 2013 IPEDS surveys.  
 
 

Figure 2.2.6 

Graduation Rates for the Nebraska Community Colleges 
by Race/Ethnicity 

2012–2013 Compared to 2002–2003 Baseline 

Note. See Table A10.6 in Appendix 10 for supporting data. Data source:  National Center for Education Statistics, fall 

2003 and fall 2013 IPEDS surveys.  
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Figure 2.2.7 

Graduation Rates for Independent Colleges and Universities 
in Nebraska by Race/Ethnicity 

2012–2013 Compared to 2002–2003 Baseline 

 
Note. See Table A10.6 in Appendix 10 for supporting data. Data source:  National Center for Education Statistics, fall 
2003 and fall 2013 IPEDS surveys.  
 
 

Figure 2.2.8 

Graduation Rates for the Degree-Granting, For-Profit/Career Schools 
in Nebraska by Race/Ethnicity 

2012–2013 Compared to 2002–2003 Baseline 

 
Note. See Table A10.6 in Appendix 10 for supporting data. Data source:  National Center for Education Statistics, fall 

2003 and fall 2013 IPEDS surveys.  
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Figure 2.2.9 

Graduation Rates for the Non-Degree-Granting, For-Profit/Career Schools 
in Nebraska by Race/Ethnicity 

2012–2013 Compared to 2002–2003 Baseline 

 
Note. See Table A10.6 in Appendix 10 for supporting data. Data source:  National Center for Education Statistics, fall 
2003 and fall 2013 IPEDS surveys.  
 
College Graduation Rates by Race/Ethnicity and by Sector 
 
• The following charts show how sector graduation rates varied and changed between 2002–

2003 and 2012–2013 for each racial/ethnic group. Some of the variation for minority groups 
may be due, at least in part, to the fact that within some sectors, there are very few minority 
students who graduated in 2002–2003 and 2012–2013. Please see Table A10.6 in 
Appendix 10 for supporting data. 

 
• As shown in Figure 2.2.10, graduation rates for white non-Hispanics increased within five of 

the six sectors of postsecondary education between 2002–2003 and 2012–2013 but rates 
decreased at Nebraska’s community colleges. 

 
• For Asian/Pacific Islanders, graduation rates increased within four of the sectors and 

decreased at the state colleges and community colleges, as shown in Figure 2.2.11. 
 
• For Hispanics, graduation rates also increased within four of the sectors and decreased at 

the state colleges and the independent institutions, as shown in Figure 2.2.12. 
 
• Between 2002–2003 and 2012–2013, graduation rates for Native Americans increased at 

the University of Nebraska and at the non-degree-granting schools but decreased within the 
other four sectors (see Figure 2.2.13).  

 
• For black non-Hispanics, graduation rates increased at the University of Nebraska but 

decreased within the remaining five sectors, as shown in Figure 2.2.14. 
 
• As shown in Figure 2.2.15, graduation rates for multiracial individuals in 2012–2013 ranged 

from 13.3% at the community colleges to 65.0% at the independent institutions. 
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Figure 2.2.10 

Graduation Rates for White Non-Hispanics by Sector 
2012–2013 Compared to 2002–2003 Baseline 

 
Note. See Table A10.6 in Appendix 10 for supporting data. Data source:  National Center for Education Statistics, fall 
2003 and fall 2013 IPEDS surveys.   

 

 

Figure 2.2.11 

Graduation Rates for Asians/Pacific Islanders by Sector 
2012–2013 Compared to 2002–2003 Baseline 

 
Note. See Table A10.6 in Appendix 10 for supporting data. Data source:  National Center for Education Statistics, fall 
2003 and fall 2013 IPEDS surveys.  
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Figure 2.2.12 

Graduation Rates for Hispanics by Sector 
2012–2013 Compared to 2002–2003 Baseline 

 
Note. See Table A10.6 in Appendix 10 for supporting data. Data source:  National Center for Education Statistics, fall 
2003 and fall 2013 IPEDS surveys.  
 
 

Figure 2.2.13 

Graduation Rates for Native Americans by Sector 
2012–2013 Compared to 2002–2003 Baseline 

 

Note. See Table A10.6 in Appendix 10 for supporting data. Data source:  National Center for Education Statistics, fall 
2003 and fall 2013 IPEDS surveys.   
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Figure 2.2.14 

Graduation Rates for Black Non-Hispanics by Sector 
2012–2013 Compared to 2002–2003 Baseline 

 
Note. See Table A10.6 in Appendix 10 for supporting data. Data source:  National Center for Education Statistics, fall 
2003 and fall 2013 IPEDS surveys.  
 
 
 

Figure 2.2.15 

Graduation Rates for Multiracial Students by Sector 
2012–2013 

 
Note. See Table A10.6 in Appendix 10 for supporting data. Data source:  National Center for Education Statistics, fall 

2003 and fall 2013 IPEDS surveys.  
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Nebraska Graduation Rates Compared to the Graduation Rates of Other States 
 
 The latest available state-to-state comparisons of college graduation rates are for 
students who completed their academic degree programs during the 2012–2013 academic year. 
A graduation rate based on IPEDS data is the percentage of full-time, first-time, degree-seeking 
undergraduates who completed their academic programs within 150 percent of normal time to 
completion. For example, the graduation rate for students seeking a four-year bachelor’s degree 
is based on a six-year time frame. The graduation rate for students seeking a two-year 
associate degree is based on a three-year time frame. 
 
 Figure 2.2.16 and Figure 2.2.17 show how the graduation rates of Nebraska’s four-year 
and two-year institutions compare to the rates calculated for other states and the United States 
as a whole. These rates are calculated for all of the degree-granting institutions within each 
state, including public, private (not-for-profit), and for-profit schools. These rates also are for all 
awards conferred. For example, the graduation rate for Nebraska’s two-year schools 
encompasses awards of diplomas and certificates as well as two-year associate degrees. 
 
• As shown in Figure 2.2.16, the graduation rate for Nebraska’s four-year institutions was 

57.0% for 2012–2013, or 20th highest among the 50 states and 1.8 percentage points above 
the graduation rate for all four-year institutions in the United States, which was 55.2%. In 
comparison, Nebraska’s 2011–2012 graduation rate was 56.8%, 1.1 percentage points 
higher than the national rate of 55.7%, resulting in the state ranking 21st in the nation. 

 
• As illustrated in Figure 2.2.17, the graduation rate for Nebraska’s two-year institutions was 

28.2%, or 18th highest among the 50 states, and 1.2 percentage points lower than the 
graduation rate of 29.4% for all two-year institutions in the United States. In comparison, 
Nebraska’s 2011–2012 graduation rate was 30.2%, 0.8 percentage points lower than the 
national rate of 31.0%, resulting in the state ranking 21st highest in the nation.  
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Figure 2.2.16 

2012–2013 Graduation Rates for Four-Year Institutions by State 

 
Note. Nebraska’s four-year institutions are the University of Nebraska at Kearney, the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
and the University of Nebraska at Omaha; Chadron State College, Peru State College, and Wayne State College; 
Bellevue University, Clarkson College, College of Saint Mary, Concordia University-Seward, Creighton University, 
Doane College-Crete, Grace University, Hastings College, Nebraska Methodist College of Nursing & Allied Health, 
Midland University, Nebraska Christian College, Nebraska Wesleyan University, Union College, and York College; 
Kaplan University-Lincoln, Kaplan University-Omaha, ITT Technical Institute-Omaha, The Creative Center, and 
University of Phoenix-Omaha Campus. Data source:  National Center for Education Statistics, IPEDS survey for 
2012–2013. Graduation rates obtained from the National Center for Higher Education Management Systems 
(NCHEMS), February 2015.  
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Figure 2.2.17 

2012–2013 Graduation Rates for Two-Year Institutions by State 

 
Note. For the purposes of calculating the state rate, Nebraska’s two-year institutions consist of the state’s six 
community colleges, Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture, Little Priest Tribal College, Nebraska Indian 
Community College, Vatterott College-Spring Valley, Omaha School of Massage and Healthcare of Herzing 
University, Myotherapy Institute, and Universal College of Healing Arts. Data source:  National Center for Education 
Statistics, IPEDS survey for 2012–2013. Graduation rates obtained from the National Center for Higher Education 
Management Systems (NCHEMS), February 2015.   

11.1% 

12.6% 

13.5% 

14.8% 

15.2% 

16.1% 

16.2% 

17.0% 

18.4% 

18.8% 

19.2% 

19.7% 

20.5% 

20.7% 

20.7% 

20.9% 

21.2% 

22.2% 

22.9% 

23.4% 

23.6% 

24.4% 

24.6% 

24.7% 

25.4% 

25.5% 

25.8% 

26.6% 

27.3% 

27.3% 

27.7% 

27.9% 

28.2% 

29.0% 

29.0% 

29.4% 

29.6% 

30.0% 

32.0% 

32.4% 

35.5% 

38.4% 

39.7% 

40.9% 

40.9% 

41.2% 

50.0% 

50.8% 

51.7% 

54.2% 

75.9% 

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0%

Vermont

Rhode Island

Connecticut

Michigan

South Carolina

Hawaii

Indiana

Delaware

New Jersey

Massachusetts

North Carolina

Alabama

West Virginia

New Mexico

Maryland

Idaho

New Hampshire

New York

Maine

Ohio

Arkansas

Mississippi

Montana

Oregon

Kentucky

Iowa

Illinois

Missouri

Georgia

Texas

Tennessee

Minnesota

Nebraska

Oklahoma

Louisiana

Nation

Utah

Virginia

Arizona

Wisconsin

Kansas

Pennsylvania

Colorado

North Dakota

California

Washington

Wyoming

South Dakota

Nevada

Florida

Alaska



Nebraska’s Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education – 2015 Progress Report 143 

Transfer Rates for Nebraska Community Colleges 
 
 All six of Nebraska’s community colleges reported transfer rates for the 2012–2013 
academic year. A college’s graduation and transfer rates are based on the same full-time, first-
time freshmen cohort. Consequently, a college’s graduation and transfer rates can be added 
together to determine the total percentage of the full-time, first-time freshmen who either 
completed their programs or transferred to other schools within 150% of the time specified for 
normal program completion. For two-year associate degrees, this specific period is usually three 
years. For one-year certificate programs, 150% of normal completion time is 18 months. 
(For more information about computed college transfer rates based on IPEDS data, see 
Explanatory Note A11.1 in Appendix 11.) 
 
 Figure 2.2.18 compares the 2012–2013 graduation, transfer, and graduation plus 
transfer rates for the six community colleges: Central Community College, Metropolitan 
Community College, Mid-Plains Community College, Northeast Community College, Southeast 
Community College, and Western Nebraska Community College.  
 
• As shown in Figure 2.2.18, the 2012–2013 graduation rates for the colleges ranged from 

12.5% at Metropolitan Community College to 43.2% at Northeast Community College. 
 
• The schools’ transfer rates ranged from 13.2% at Northeast Community College to 23.2% at 

Metropolitan Community College. 
 
• The rates produced by combining each institution’s graduation rates and transfer rates 

ranged from 35.6% at Metropolitan Community College to 56.4% at Northeast Community 
College. 

 
 

Figure 2.2.18 

2012–2013 Graduation Rates and Transfers Rates for Nebraska Community Colleges 
by Type of Rate 

 
Note. See Table A10.4.k in Appendix 10 and Table A11.1 and Table A11.2 in Appendix 11 for supporting data. Data 
source:  National Center for Education Statistics, fall 2013 IPEDS graduation rate survey.  
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• Figure 2.2.19 shows the 2012–2013 graduation, transfer, and combined graduation and 
transfer rates for each of the six colleges and for the community college sector as a whole.  

 
• The overall transfer rate for the six community colleges decreased 1.7 percentage points 

from 2010–2011 (21.2%) to 2012–2013 (19.5%). Similarly, the overall graduation rate for 
these institutions fell 2.6 percentage points from 2010–2011 (29.0%) to 2012–2013 (26.4%). 
As a result, the combined graduation and transfer rate decreased 4.3 percentage points, 
from 50.2% in 2010–2011 to 45.9% in 2012–2013. 

 
 

Figure 2.2.19 

2012–2013 Graduation and Transfers Rates for Nebraska Community Colleges 
by College and for the Sector 

 
 

 
Note. See Table A10.4.k in Appendix 10, and Table A11.1 and Table A11.2 in Appendix 11 for supporting data. Data 
source:  National Center for Education Statistics, fall 2013 IPEDS graduation rate survey.  
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