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Appendix 4 
 

Nebraska Scores on ACT and SAT Student Assessments 
 
 

Table A4.1 
Percentages of Nebraska 2002–2014 High School Graduates 

Who Took the ACT Assessment and/or SAT I:  Reasoning Test 

Year 
No. of 

High School 
Graduates 

ACT Assessment SAT I:  Reasoning Test 

No. of 
Graduates 

Tested 

% of 
Graduates 

Tested 

No. of 
Graduates 

Tested 

% of 
Graduates 

Tested 

2002 21,661 16,509 76.2% 1,796 8.3% 

2003 21,972 16,646 75.8% 1,782 8.1% 

2004 21,718 16,523 76.1% 1,656 7.6% 

2005 21,647 16,220 74.9% 1,684 7.8% 

2006 21,188 15,892 75.0% 1,498 7.1% 

2007 21,241 16,137 76.0% 1,325 6.2% 

2008 22,185 16,573 74.7% 1,139 5.1% 

2009 22,618 16,286 75.3% 1,002 4.6% 

2010 21,513 16,172 75.2% 957 4.4% 

2011 22,637 16,461 72.7% 980 4.3% 

2012 22,678 16,581 73.1% 1,027 4.5% 

2013 22,641 17,745 78.4% 827 3.7% 

2014 23,004 17,765 77.2% 772 3.4% 

Note. Numbers are state totals and include graduates from public and nonpublic schools, state-
operated schools, and educational service units. Number of graduates tested includes students who 
were tested any time before graduating from high school. Data sources:  For number of high school 
graduates, Nebraska Department of Education, October 2005 and December 2007 for 2002 through 
2006 data, January 2009 for 2007 data, January 2010 for 2008 data, January 2011 for 2009 and 2010 
data, February 2012 for 2011 data, December 2012 for 2012 data, January 2014 for 2013 data, and 
January 2015 for 2014 data; for ACT data, ACT High School Profile Reports for Nebraska, 2002–2014; 
for SAT data, College Examination Board, State Reports, 2002–2014. 
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Table A4.2 
Percentages of ACT-Tested Students Meeting ACT College Readiness Benchmarks 

Nebraska and National High School Graduating Classes:  2002–2014 

Year of High 
School 

Graduation No. of Students Tested 

% of ACT-Tested Students Meeting 
College Readiness Benchmarks 

English Reading 

Nebraska National Nebraska National Nebraska National 

2002 16,509 1,116,082 74% 67% 59% 53% 

2003 16,646 1,175,059 75% 67% 57% 52% 

2004 16,523 1,171,460 74% 68% 57% 52% 

2005 16,220 1,186,251 75% 68% 56% 51% 

2006 15,892 1,206,455 76% 69% 59% 53% 

2007 16,137 1,300,599 77% 69% 58% 53% 

2008 16,573 1,421,941 77% 68% 60% 53% 

2009 16,286 1,480,469 76% 67% 61% 53% 

2010 16,172 1,568,835 76% 66% 60% 52% 

2011 16,461 1,623,112 76% 66% 60% 52% 

2012 16,581 1,666,017 75% 67% 59% 52% 

2013 17,745 1,799,243 71% 64% 48% 44% 

2014 17,768 1,845,787 72% 64% 48% 44% 

 

Year of High 
School 

Graduation 

% of ACT-Tested Students Meeting College Readiness Benchmarks 

Mathematics Science 
Meeting All Four ACT 
Benchmark Scores 

Nebraska National Nebraska National Nebraska National 

2002 48% 39% 31% 26% 25% 20% 

2003 47% 40% 31% 26% 25% 20% 

2004 46% 40% 31% 26% 24% 21% 

2005 48% 41% 32% 26% 26% 21% 

2006 48% 42% 33% 27% 26% 21% 

2007 49% 43% 34% 28% 27% 23% 

2008 49% 43% 35% 28% 27% 22% 

2009 49% 42% 36% 28% 29% 23% 

2010 50% 43% 35% 29% 29% 24% 

2011 50% 45% 36% 30% 29% 25% 

2012 51% 46% 36% 31% 30% 25% 

2013 46% 44% 41% 36% 28% 26% 

2014 45% 43% 42% 37% 29% 26% 
Note. English benchmark = 18 (2002–2014). Reading benchmark = 21 (2002–2012) and 22 (2013–
2014). Mathematics benchmark = 22 (2002–2014). Science benchmark = 24 (2002–2012) and 23 
(2013–2014). Data source:  ACT High School Profile Reports for Nebraska, 2002–2014. 
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Table A4.3 
Numbers and Percentages  of ACT-Tested Students  

by High School Curriculum Completed or Planned to Complete Before Graduation 
2002–2014 

Year of High 
School 

Graduation 

The Core  
or More 

Less 
Than the Core 

Did Not Report 
Courses Taken 

Total No. 
of Students 

No. of 
Students

 
% of 
Total 

No. of 
Students 

% of 
Total 

No. of 
Students 

% of 
Total 

2002 10,863 66% 5,064 31% 582 3% 16,509 

2003 11,087 67% 4,860 29% 699 4% 16,646 

2004 11,022 67% 4,766 29% 735 4% 16,523 

2005 10,913 67% 4,397 27% 910 6% 16,220 

2006 10,133 64% 4,517 28% 1,242 8% 15,892 

2007 9,539 59% 4,458 28% 2,140 13% 16,137 

2008 11,934 72% 3,944 24% 695 4% 16,573 

2009 12,701 78% 3,346 21% 239 1% 16,286 

2010 12,870 80% 3,053 19% 249 2% 16,172 

2011 13,168 80% 3,120 19% 173 1% 16,461 

2012 13,515 82% 2,896 17% 170 1% 16,581 

2013 13,851 78% 3,372 19% 522 3% 17,745 

2014 13,909 78% 3,283 18% 576 3% 17,768 
Note. ACT, Inc. defines the core, college-preparatory high school curriculum (or what is simply called 
“the core”) as consisting of four years of English and three or more years each of social studies, 
science, and mathematics (beginning with Algebra I). Data is self-reported by the student. Data source:  
ACT High School Profile Reports for Nebraska, 2002–2014. 
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Table A4.4 
Numbers and Percentages of Nebraska High School Graduates 

Who Took the ACT Assessment by Race/Ethnicity 
2009 through 2014 Compared to 2004 Baseline 

Race/Ethnicity 
Number of Nebraska 

High School 
Graduates

 

Number  
Who Took the ACT 

Assessment
 

ACT-Tested as a 
Percentage of the 
Number of High 

School Graduates 

Class of 2004 

White (non-Hispanic) 19,290 13,761 71% 
Asian/Pacific Islander 349 278 80% 

Hispanic 960 542 56% 
Native American 182 96 53% 

Black (non-Hispanic) 937 477 51% 
Subtotal 21,718 15,154  

No info on race/ethnicity 0 1,369  
Total 21,718 16,523 76% 

Class of 2009 

White (non-Hispanic) 18,172 13,579 75% 
Asian/Pacific Islander 393 281 72% 

Hispanic 1,689 852 50% 
Native American 238 117 49% 

Black (non-Hispanic) 1,126 647 57% 
Subtotal 21,618 15,476  

No info on race/ethnicity 0 810  
Total 21,618 16,286 75% 

Class of 2010 

White (non-Hispanic) 17,795 13,375 75% 
Asian/Pacific Islander 410 303 74% 

Hispanic 1,892 920 49% 
Native American 207 105 51% 

Black (non-Hispanic) 1,209 674 56% 
Subtotal 21,513 15,377 71% 

No info on race/ethnicity 0 795  
Total 21,513 16,172 75% 

Class of 2011 

White (non-Hispanic) 17,738 13,157 74% 
Asian 434 343 79% 

Hawaiian/Other Pacific 
Islander 

43 13 30% 

Hispanic 2457 1,353 55% 
Native American 244 97 40% 

Black (non-Hispanic) 1205 719 60% 
Subtotal 22,121 15,682 71% 

Two or more races 516 352 68% 
No info on race/ethnicity  0 427   
Total 22,637 16,461 73% 

Continued on the next page. 
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Table A4.4 Continued 

Race/Ethnicity 
Number of Nebraska 

High School 
Graduates

 

Number  
Who Took the ACT 

Assessment
 

ACT-Tested as a 
Percentage of the 
Number of High 

School Graduates 

Class of 2012 

White (non-Hispanic) 17,390 12,870 74% 
Asian 508 432 85% 

Hawaiian/Other Pacific 
Islander 

36 19 53% 

Hispanic 2,591 1,495 58% 
Native American 279 97 35% 
Black (non-Hispanic) 1,324 747 56% 

Subtotal 22,128 15,660 71% 
Two or more races 550 513 93% 

No info on race/ethnicity 0 427   
Total 22,678 16,600 73% 

Class of 2013 

White (non-Hispanic) 17,092 13,251 78% 

Asian 467 411 88% 
Hawaiian/Other Pacific 
Islander 

26 19 73% 

Hispanic 2,761 1,831 66% 
Native American 243 120 49% 

Black (non-Hispanic) 1,338 783 59% 
Subtotal 21,927 16,415 75% 

Two or more races 714 588 82% 
No info on race/ethnicity  0 742   

Total 22,641 17,745 78% 

Class of 2014 

White (non-Hispanic) 17,168 13,220 77% 

Asian 590 458 78% 
Hawaiian/Other Pacific 
Islander 

34 12 35% 

Hispanic 3,024 2,020 67% 

Native American 221 116 52% 
Black (non-Hispanic) 1,337 755 56% 

Subtotal 22,374 16,581 74% 
Two or more races 630 610 97% 

No info on race/ethnicity 0 577  
Total 23,004 17,768 77% 
Data sources:  For number of high school graduates, Nebraska Department of Education, August 2005 
for 2004 data, January 2011 for 2009 and 2010 data, February 2012 for 2011 data, February 2013 for 
2012 data, January 2014 for 2013 data, and January 2015 for 2014 data; for ACT data, ACT High 
School Profile Reports for Nebraska, 2004 and 2009 through 2014. 
 

 
  



Nebraska’s Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education – 2015 Progress Report 208 

 
 
 
 
 

This page left blank intentionally. 
  


	15 PR 0.0c Final Draft Cover
	15 PR 0.1 Table of Contents
	15 PR 0.2a New Key Takeaways
	15 PR 0.2b Exec Summary
	15 PR 0.2c Sections 1-3 and Appendix
	15 PR 0.2d Back Page

