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SECTORS OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
 
University of Nebraska:  The University of Nebraska provides extensive, comprehensive postsecondary education to Nebraska citizens through 
its four campuses: the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the University of Nebraska at Omaha, the University of Nebraska at Kearney, and the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center. The two-year Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture, under the management of the Institute of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources at UNL, is also part of the University of Nebraska system. 

 
Nebraska State College System:  The state colleges at Chadron, Peru and Wayne are regional institutions that provide educational programs and 
public services to meet needs indigenous to their service areas. 

 
Nebraska Community Colleges:  Community colleges provide educational options for students seeking entry-level career training. The education 
program may culminate in an applied technology associate degree, diploma, or certificate; or an associate of arts or associate of science degree 
from an academic transfer program. Nebraska’s six public community colleges are:  Central, Metropolitan, Mid-Plains, Northeast, Southeast, and 
Western Nebraska. 
 
Nebraska Independent Institutions:  All institutions in this sector are not-for-profit colleges. Includes 14 private institutions that are members of 
the Association of Independent Colleges and Universities, two private not-for-profit Christian colleges, and two federally-funded tribal colleges. 
 
Nebraska For-Profit/Career Schools:  All institutions in this sector are private for-profit colleges, except for the three schools of radiologic 
technology.1 Institutions in this sector offer programs in areas such as cosmetology, business, allied health, real estate, and skilled crafts.  
  

                                                           
1 The Omaha School of Massage and Healthcare of Herzing University changed from for-profit to not-for-profit effective January 2, 2015. However, Herzing was 
classified as a for-profit institution in IPEDS for the reporting period. 
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NEBRASKA INSTITUTIONS 
 
University of Nebraska (5) 

Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture 
University of Nebraska at Kearney 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 
 
Nebraska State College System (3) 
Chadron State College 
Peru State College 
Wayne State College 
 
Nebraska Community Colleges (6) 
Central Community College 
Metropolitan Community College 
Mid-Plains Community College 
Northeast Community College 
Southeast Community College 
Western Nebraska Community College 
 
Independent Colleges & Universities (20) 
Bellevue University 
Bryan College of Health Sciences 
Clarkson College 
College of Saint Mary 
Concordia University-Seward 
Creighton University 
Dana College (Closed Fall 2010) 
Doane College-Crete 
Doane College-Lincoln 
Grace University 
Hastings College 
Little Priest Tribal College 
Midland University 
Nebraska Christian College 
Nebraska Indian Community College 
 

 
 
Independent Colleges & Universities (Continued) 
Nebraska Methodist College of Nursing & Allied Health 
Nebraska Wesleyan University 
Summit Christian College 
Union College 
York College 
 
For-Profit/Career Schools (21) 
Degree-Granting (13) 
Alegent Health School of Radiologic Technology 
ITT Technical Institute-Omaha 
Kaplan University-Lincoln Campus 
Kaplan University-Omaha Campus 
Mary Lanning Memorial Hospital School of Radiologic Technology2 
Myotherapy Institute 
National American University-Bellevue 
Omaha School of Massage and Healthcare of Herzing University3 
The Creative Center 
Universal College of Healing Arts 
University of Phoenix-Omaha Campus 
Vatterott College (Closed Fall 2005) 
Vatterott College-Spring Valley (Closing Fall 2015) 
Non-Degree-Granting (8) 
Capitol School of Hairstyling and Esthetics 
College of Hair Design 
College of Hair Design-East Campus 
Fullen School of Hair Design 
Joseph’s College 
La'James International College 
Regional West Medical Center School of Radiologic Technology 
Xenon International Academy-Omaha

                                                           
2 Changed from non-degree-granting to degree-granting for the 2009–10 academic year. 
Since 2010–11, the numbers of awards conferred by Mary Lanning have been reported 
through the University of Nebraska at Kearney. 
3 The Omaha School of Massage and Healthcare of Herzing University, formerly known as the 
Omaha School of Massage Therapy, changed from non-degree-granting to degree-granting 
for the 2008–09 academic year. Effective January 2, 2015, Herzing changed from for-profit to 
not-for-profit. 



 

3 
 

AWARD LEVELS 
 

Award Level 
Name Used in this 

Report 

IPEDS  
Category Name IPEDS Definitiona 

Less-than- 
Four-Year Certificates 

Postsecondary award, 
certificate, or diploma 
(less than 1 academic 
year) 

An award that requires completion of an organized program of study at the postsecondary level (below the 
baccalaureate degree) in less than 1 academic year (2 semesters or 3 quarters), or designed for completion in less 
than 30 semester or trimester credit hours, or in less than 45 quarter credit hours, or in less than 900 contact or 
clock hours. 

Postsecondary award, 
certificate, or diploma (at 
least 1 but less than 2 
academic years) 

An award that requires completion of an organized program of study at the postsecondary level (below the 
baccalaureate degree) in at least 1 but less than 2 full-time equivalent academic years, or designed for completion 
in at least 30 but less than 60 semester or trimester credit hours, or in at least 45 but less than 90 quarter credit 
hours, or in at least 900 but less than 1,800 contact or clock hours. 

Postsecondary award, 
certificate, or diploma (at 
least 2 but less than 4 
academic years) 

An award that requires completion of an organized program of study at the postsecondary level (below the 
baccalaureate degree) in at least 2 but less than 4 full-time equivalent academic years , or designed for completion 
in at least 60 but less than 120 semester or trimester credit hours, or in at least 90 but less than 180 quarter credit 
hours, or in at least 1,800 but less than 3,600 contact or clock hours. 

Associate’s Associate's Degree An award that normally requires at least 2 but less than 4 years of full-time equivalent college work. 

Bachelor'sb 

Bachelor's Degreeb 

An award (baccalaureate or equivalent degree, as determined by the Secretary, U.S. Department of Education) that 
normally requires at least 4 but not more than 5 years of full-time equivalent college-level work. This includes all 
bachelor's degrees conferred in a 5-year cooperative (work-study) program. A cooperative plan provides for 
alternate class attendance and employment in business, industry, or government; thus, it allows students to 
combine actual work experience with their college studies. Also includes bachelor's degrees in which the normal 4 
years of work are completed in 3 years. 

Postbaccalaureate 
Certificateb 

An award that requires completion of an organized program of study beyond the bachelor's. It is designed for 
persons who have completed a baccalaureate degree, but does not meet the requirements of a master's degree. 
Note:  Even though Teacher Preparation certificate programs may require a bachelor's degree for admission, they 
are considered subbacalaureate undergraduate programs, and students in these programs are undergraduate 
students. 

Master’sb 

Master's Degreeb c 

An award that requires the successful completion of a program of study of at least the full-time equivalent of 1 but 
not more than 2 academic years of work beyond the bachelor's degree. Some of these degrees, such as those in 
Theology (M.Div., M.H.L./Rav) that were formerly classified as "first-professional," may require more than two full-
time equivalent academic years of work. 

Post-Master's Certificateb An award that requires completion of an organized program beyond the master's degree, but does not meet the 
requirements of academic degrees at the doctor's level. 
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Award Level 
Name Used in this 

Report 

IPEDS  
Category Name IPEDS Definitiona 

Doctor’s 

Doctor's Degree-
Professional Practicec 

A doctor's degree that is conferred upon completion of a program providing the knowledge and skills for the 
recognition, credential, or license required for professional practice. The degree is awarded after a period of study 
such that the total time to the degree, including both pre-professional and professional preparation, equals at least 
six full-time equivalent academic years. Some of these degrees were formerly classified as first-professional and 
may include: Chiropractic (D.C. or D.C.M.); Dentistry (D.D.S. or D.M.D.); Law (J.D.); Medicine (M.D.); Optometry 
(O.D.); Osteopathic Medicine (D.O); Pharmacy (Pharm.D.); Podiatry (D.P.M., Pod.D., D.P.); or, Veterinary Medicine 
(D.V.M.), and others, as designated by the awarding institution. 

Doctor's Degree-
Research/Scholarship 

A Ph.D. or other doctor's degree that requires advanced work beyond the master's level, including the preparation 
and defense of a dissertation based on original research, or the planning and execution of an original project 
demonstrating substantial artistic or scholarly achievement. Some examples of this type of degree may include 
Ed.D., D.M.A., D.B.A., D.Sc., D.A., or D.M, and others, as designated by the awarding institution. 

Doctor's Degree-Otherd A doctor's degree that does not meet the definition of a doctor's degree - research/scholarship or a doctor's degree 
- professional practice. 

aData source:  Glossary, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), National Center for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education, June 17, 2015. bFor 
Sections 2 through 5 (degrees and other awards by level, gender, race/ethnicity, discipline) of this report, bachelor’s degrees and postbaccalaureate certificates are collapsed 
into the category “bachelor’s” while master’s degrees and post-master’s certificates are collapsed into the category “master’s.” However, IPEDS collapses postbaccalaureate and 
post-master’s certificates into one category for the age data presented in Section 6 of this report. Since the Commission is unable to parse out the data for these certificates, the 
degree level categories presented in Sections 2 through 5 are different than the degree level categories presented in Section 6 of this report. cIn the opinions of Michelle Coon, 
Survey Director for the 2009 IPEDS Completions Survey, and Andrew Mary, Survey Director of the 2010 IPEDS Completions Survey, institutions should classify the Master of Laws 
(LL.M.) in the master’s degree category. However, the University of Nebraska-Lincoln classifies the degree (with a CIP of 22.0299) as a professional practice doctorate. dThere are 
no institutions in Nebraska that currently classify any degrees in this category. 
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RACE/ETHNICITY  
 

Race/Ethnicity Category 
Name Used in this 

Report 

IPEDS  
Category Name IPEDS and/or Commission Definition 

Asian/Pacific Islander 

Asian 
A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian Subcontinent, 
including, for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand, 
and Vietnam. 

Native Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands. 

Black Non-Hispanic Black or African American A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa. 

Hispanic Hispanic/Latino A person of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or Central American, or other Spanish culture or origin, regardless 
of race. 

Known Race/Ethnicity - 
Includes persons categorized into any of the following IPEDS race/ethnicity categories:  American Indian or Alaska 
Native, Asian, Black or African American, Hispanic/Latino, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander, Nonresident 
Alien, Two or More Races, White. 

Minority - 
Includes persons categorized into any of the following IPEDS race/ethnicity categories:  American Indian or Alaska 
Native, Asian, Black or African American, Hispanic/Latino, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander, Two or More 
Races. 

Native American American Indian or Alaska 
Native 

A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North and South America (including Central America) who 
maintains cultural identification through tribal affiliation or community attachment. 

Nonresident Alien Nonresident Alien 
A person who is not a citizen or national of the United States and who is in this country on a visa or temporary basis 
and does not have the right to remain indefinitely. Note: Nonresident aliens are to be reported separately in the 
places provided, rather than in any of the racial/ethnic categories. 

Two or More Races Two or More Races Category used by institutions to report persons who selected more than one race. 

Unknown Race/Ethnicity Race and Ethnicity 
Unknown Category used to report students whose race and ethnicity are not known. 

White Non-Hispanic White A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa. 

- Resident Alien (and Other 
Eligible Non-Citizens) 

A person who is not a citizen or national of the United States but who has been admitted as a legal immigrant for 
the purpose of obtaining permanent resident alien status (and who holds either an alien registration card (Form I-
551 or I-151), a Temporary Resident Card (Form I-688), or an Arrival-Departure Record (Form I-94) with a notation 
that conveys legal immigrant status such as Section 207 Refugee, Section 208 Asylee, Conditional Entrant Parolee or 
Cuban-Haitian). Note: Resident aliens are to be reported in the appropriate racial/ethnic categories along with 
United States citizens. 

Data source:  Glossary, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), National Center for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education, June 17, 2015.  
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DISCIPLINE  
 
“Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP):  A taxonomic coding scheme for secondary and postsecondary instructional programs. It is 
intended to facilitate the organization, collection, and reporting of program data using classifications that capture the majority of reportable 
data. The CIP is the accepted federal government statistical standard on instructional program classifications and is used in a variety of education 
information surveys and databases.” 
 
“CIP Code:  A six-digit code in the form xx.xxxx that identifies instructional program specialties within educational institutions.” (Data source:  
IPEDS Glossary) 
 
The following discipline clusters are based on the two-digit CIP codes defined by the National Center for Education Statistics.  
 

Discipline Name Used in 
this Report CIP Code IPEDS Definition 

Education 13 Education 

Arts and Humanities 

5 Area, ethnic, cultural, and gender studies 

16 Foreign languages, literatures, and linguistics 

23 English language and literature/letters 

24 Liberal arts and sciences, general studies and humanities 

30 Multi/interdisciplinary studies 

38 Philosophy and religious studies 

39 Theology and religious vocations 

50 Visual and performing arts 

54 History 

Social and Behavioral 
Sciences and Human 
Services 

19 Family and consumer sciences/human sciences 

25 Library science 

31 Parks, recreation, leisure, and fitness studies 

42 Psychology 

44 Public administration and social service professions 

45 Social sciences 
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Discipline Name Used in 
this Report CIP Code IPEDS Definition 

Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math 
(STEM) 

1 Agriculture, agriculture operations, and related sciences 

3 Natural resources and conservation 

4 Architecture and related services 

11 Computer and information sciences and support services 

14 Engineering 

15 Engineering technologies/technicians 

26 Biological and biomedical sciences 

27 Mathematics and statistics 

29 Military technologies 

40 Physical sciences 

41 Science technologies/technicians 

Business and 
Communication 

9 Communication, journalism, and related programs 

10 Communications technologies/technicians and support services 

52 Business, management, marketing, and related support services  

Health 51 Health professions and related clinical sciences 

Trades 

12 Personal and culinary services 

22 Legal professions and studies 

43 Security and protective services 

46 Construction trades 

47 Mechanic and repair technologies/technicians 

48 Precision production 

49 Transportation and materials moving 
Data source:  Classification of Instructional Programs, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), National Center for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of 
Education, July 20, 2015.  
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AGE 
 

IPEDS Completions Data IPEDS Completers Data 

Description: 

Number of awards conferred by postsecondary institutions.  Number of students who earned awards. 

Example 1: 
If a student is awarded two bachelor’s degrees… 

Two bachelor’s degrees are counted The student is counted only once at the bachelor’s level 

Example 2: 
If a student is awarded an associate’s degree and a bachelor’s degree… 

One associate’s degree and one bachelor’s degree are counted The student is counted once at the associate’s level and once at the bachelor’s 
level 

Crosswalk for Reported Award Levels: 

Postsecondary award, certificate, or diploma of (less than 1 academic year) Less than 1-year certificates   

Postsecondary award, certificate, or diploma of (at least 1 but less than 2 
academic years); At least 1 but less than 4-year certificates  
Postsecondary award, certificate, or diploma of (at least 2 but less than 4 
academic years ) 

Associate's degree  Associate's degrees   

Bachelor's degree Bachelor's degrees    

Master's degree Master's degrees  

Doctor's degree - research/scholarship;  

Doctor's degrees   Doctor's degree - professional practice; 

Doctor's degree – other 

Postbaccalaureate certificate; 
Postbaccalaureate and post-master's certificates 

Post-master's certificate 

Data is used for Factual Look Sections… 

Sections 1-5 Section 6 

 


