2005 Report
for the LR 75 Legislative Evaluation
Task Force on Higher Education

Background, Summary, and Recommendations

Background

The purpose of this report is to provide the LR 75 Legislative Evaluation Task Force with
comparative statistics and other information to monitor and evaluate progress toward achieving
the three key priorities for Nebraska’s postsecondary education system recommended by the
LR 174 Higher Education Task Force in the introduction to its 2003 report:

1. Increase the number of students who enter postsecondary education in Nebraska.

2. Increase the percentage of students who enroll and successfully persist through
degree completion.

3. Reduce, eliminate and then reverse the net out-migration of Nebraskans with
high levels of educational attainment.

For each key priority, the LR 174 Task Force outlined a series of strategies and
corresponding objectives for Nebraska’s system of postsecondary education. These strategies and
objectives have served as the specific reference points for selecting and organizing the statistics and
other information included in this report, and information specifically responding to each is included
in the body of the report.

Given these priorities and objectives, the 2004 Baseline Report for the LR 174 Higher
Education Task Force provided three types of information for use in monitoring the progress of
Nebraska’s postsecondary education system:

1. Statistical baselines and information related to these quantifiable indicators.

2. Descriptions of how and to what extent Nebraska’s public-funded colleges and universities
are collaborating with PK-12 schools to increase the proportion of students who graduate from
high school, enroll in college, and are prepared to successfully complete degree programs.

3. Descriptions of how and to what extent Nebraska’s public-funded colleges and universities
are identifying the needs of businesses and supporting job creation and new employment
opportunities for individuals with high levels of educational attainment.

The information included in the 2004 report was presented in two volumes. The first volume
focused on the statistical baselines and related information that continue to serve as the quantitative
bases for monitoring progress toward achieving the objectives established by the LR 174 Task Force
in 2003. The second volume provided a summary and compilation of the reports submitted by
Nebraska’s public colleges and universities to describe their collaborative relationships with the
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PK-12 school system and the business community. Both volumes of the report are available on the
Commission’s Web site, www.ccpe.state.ne.us.

Like the 2004 report, this 2005 Report for the LR 75 Legislative Evaluation Task Force
on Higher Education is divided into two volumes. Volume 1 focuses on how the most recently
available statistics compare to the statistical baselines established one year ago. (Tables of those
comparisons are presented in Section 4 of Volume 1.) When applicable, trend data for longer periods
of time are also presented and analyzed. In addition, Volume I includes the initial results of new
research based on data obtained from the National Student Clearinghouse by all of Nebraska’s public
postsecondary institutions. Volume 2 focuses on the collaborative relationships of Nebraska’s public
colleges and universities with PK-12 school systems and the business community, with an emphasis
on significant developments that have occurred in these relationships within the past year.

Although the principal audience for this 2005 Report is the LR 75 Task Force, the
Commission has attempted to make it as broadly useful as possible for all who are working
throughout Nebraska education. Especially in Volume 1 and its appendices, data are presented at
a level of detail beyond the needs of the Task Force, but at least potentially useful to institutions.
In particular, Section 5 (The NSC Pilot Research Project) presents a far more complete analysis
of student transfer than has been previously done in Nebraska.
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Summary of Volume One

This Summary of Volume 1 of the 2005 Report provides a broad overview of progress made and
challenges remaining in regard to the three key priorities and refers the reader to particular sections

of the report that contain greater detail.

\ 1. Increase the number of students who enter postsecondary education in Nebraska.

e Total enrollment is increasing: 117,236 in fall 2003; 118,701 in fall 2004; and 120,037

(preliminary) in fall 2005—an increase of 2.4% above the fall 2003 baseline.

Figure 1.2

Total Headcount Enrollment at Nebraska Public and Independent
Colleges and Universities and Enrollment by Sector: 1994-2005*
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'Data source for 1994-2004 is the National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System (IPEDS). Data for fall 2005 are preliminary. Official enrollments for 2005
will not be available from IPEDS until mid-2006. See Table Al.1 in Appendix 1 for supporting data.
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The “Pipeline.” The numbers of students graduating from Nebraska’s public and private high
schools decreased somewhat: 21,972 in 2002-2003; 21,718 in 2003-2004; and 21,647
(unofficial, as of 10/27/05) in 2004-2005. That unofficial number would indicate a 1.5%
decrease from the baseline year of 2002-2003. Projections by the Western Interstate Commission
for Higher Education foresee little change in the numbers of Nebraska high school graduates
through 2018.

0 Although the numbers of high school graduates will likely remain stable through 2018,
the racial/ethnic distribution of those graduates is projected to change significantly.

Figure 1.10

Actual and Projected Percentages of Nebraska Public High School Graduates

by Race/Ethnicity in 2002-2003 and 2017-2018"
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'Data Sources: 2002-2003 percentages are based on the numbers of graduates obtained from the Nebraska Department
of Education, August 2005. Projected percentages are based on data from Knocking at the College Door, Western
Interstate Commission for Higher Education, 2003, page 121. See Table A2.3 in Appendix 2 for supporting data.
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o And while the total number of students who graduated from Nebraska high schools
decreased between 2002 and 2004, the state’s overall graduation rate clearly increased.

Figure 1.11

Nebraska State and Public High School Four-Year Graduation Rates
1998-1999 through 2003-2004
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'Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education, October 2005. State rates as published in the 2003-2004
State of the Schools Report available at http://reportcard.nde.state.ne.us. Public rates as available from the
Nebraska Department of Education but currently not available on the department’s Web site.

o But graduation rates vary significantly by ethnicity.

Figure 1.12

Nebraska Four-Year Public High School Graduation Rates by Race/Ethnicity
2002-2003 and 2003-2004"
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'Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education, July 28, 2005. See Table A3.3 in Appendix 3 for
supporting data.
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o And they vary by gender. Nebraska’s young women continue to graduate from high school
at higher rates than do its young men (88.6% for young women, 84.5% for young men).

o And, finally, they vary by location (see pages 24-26).

(Section 1 of the Report contains much additional information on these points.)

e Preparing to Succeed. Better academic preparation in high school correlates with higher levels
of postsecondary enrollment, persistence, and graduation.

o As indicated by several means, the preparation of Nebraska’s high school graduates who take

the SAT or the ACT continues to compare favorably with national averages, and scores are
slightly increasing (see pages 30-31).

Comparison of Nebraska and National Average ACT Composite Scores, 2000-2005"

Figure 1.19
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o Importantly, students who take the college-preparatory core (see pages 31-32) perform
significantly better on the ACT than students who do not.
Figure 1.20

Nebraska Average ACT Composite Scores of Students Who Took
the College-Preparatory Core and Students Who Did Not, 2000-2005
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'Data Source: ACT High School Profile Reports, State Composites for Nebraska, 2000-2005.

o Further, and most importantly, taking the core improves the performance of each
measured racial/ethnic group and significantly narrows differing performance
levels between groups. Enhanced preparation clearly is the “tide that raises all boats.”

Figure 1.23

2005 Nebraska ACT Composite Scores for Students
Who Took the College-Preparatory Core or More and
Students Who Took Less than the Core by Race/Ethnicity*
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'Data Source: ACT High School Profile Report, State Composite for Nebraska, 2005.
See Table A4.4 in Appendix 4 for supporting data.
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e Enrollments. A slightly higher percentage of Nebraska’s high school graduates are enrolling
in postsecondary education within 12 months of high school graduation.

Figure 1.26

College Continuation Rate for First-Time Freshmen with Nebraska Residency
Who Attended Degree-Granting and Non-Degree-Granting Institutions
in the United States within 12 Months of High School Graduation
2002-2003 Compared to 2004-2005"
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and Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen

2002 2004

'Data Sources: Nebraska Department of Education, August 2005, and National Center for Education
Statistics, IPEDS Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 surveys. Includes full-time and part-time students.
See Table A5.2 in Appendix 5 for supporting data.
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o But a smaller percentage of them are enrolling in Nebraska institutions.

Figure 1.28

Number and Percentage of Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen Enrolled at Nebraska
and Out-of-State Degree-Granting Institutions Within 12 Months of High School Graduation

Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004
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'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students. See Table A6.1 in Appendix 6 for supporting data.

o Those changes vary across Nebraska’s postsecondary education sectors.

Figure 1.29

Changes in the Numbers of Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen Enrolled at
Nebraska Degree-Granting Institutions Within 12 Months of Graduation from High School

Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004
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'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.

Includes full-time and part-time students. See Table A6.2 in Appendix 6 for supporting data.
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o Similar patterns are evident for students who enroll more than 12 months after high school
graduation (see Figure 1.30 in the body of the Report on page 45).

e Enrolling Non-Nebraskans. Nebraska institutions enrolled about the same number of out-of-state
first-time freshman in fall 2004 (3,097) as they did in fall 2002 (3,082). In- and out-migration of
first-time freshman who attended degree granting institutions within 12 months of high school
graduation is summarized in Figure 1.34.

Figure 1.34

Net Migration of First-Time Freshmen Who Attended Degree-Granting
Postsecondary Institutions Within 12 Months of High School Graduation
Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

Fall 2002
In-Migration Out-Migration

aa

2,281 Non-Nebraskans ‘ 2,513 Nebraskans

Enrolled at Nc.ebras‘k‘a Enrolled at Out-of-State
Colleges & Universities Colleges & Universities

Net Migration = - 232 Students

Fall 2004
In-Migration Out-Migration
2,424 Non-Nebraskans ‘ 2,678 Nebraskans
Enrolled at Nebraska Enrolled at Out-of-State
Colleges & Universities Colleges & Universities

Net Migration = - 254 Students
Change in Net Migration Fall 2002 to Fall 2004 = - 22 Students
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e Enrolling Students From Groups Currently Underrepresented. Only minimal progress in
enrolling Hispanic and Native American first-time freshmen was made between fall 2003 and
fall 2004. (Fall 2005 data is not yet available.) Enrollment of Black (non-Hispanic) first-time
freshmen actually declined in that period.

Figure 1.35

Changes in the Numbers of Minority Students
Enrolled as First-Time Freshmen at Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions
Fall 2003 Compared to Fall 2004
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M Fall 2003 W Fall 2004

'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes part-time students, but not foreign students or students of unknown race/ethnicity.
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Although the numbers of minority students enrolling remain troublesome, further analysis
indicates that minority students who graduate from high school tend to be represented among
first-time college freshmen in Nebraska to about the same degree as white non-Hispanics. The
low numbers of minority students are therefore more reflective of the fact that lower percentages
of Hispanic, Native American, and Black (non-Hispanic) students graduate from high school.

Figure 1.37

Percentages of 2003-2004 Nebraska High School Graduates and First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska Degree-Granting and Non-Degree-Granting
Postsecondary Institutions in Fall 2004
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88.8% g8.39%
80.0% A
60.0% -
40.0% -
20.0% -
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'Data Sources: Nebraska Department of Education, August 2005, and the National Center for
Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys. Percentages of high school
graduates include graduates of public and nonpublic schools, educational service units, and
state-operated schools. Percentages of first-time freshmen include part-time students, but
not foreign students or students of unknown race/ethnicity. See the second half of Table A7.3
in Appendix 7 for supporting data.

Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education — December 2005 S12



e Fewer White Non-Hispanic First-Time Freshmen. Between fall 2003 and fall 2004, enrollment

of white non-Hispanic first-time freshmen decreased by 1,582 students. That decrease was

spread across all sectors.

A portion of the decline can be attributed to the fact that 330 fewer white non-Hispanics
graduated from Nebraska high schools in 2003-2004 than in 2002-2003. Another larger
portion of the decrease is attributable to the significant decline in the number of older, first-

time freshmen who started college more than 12 months after they graduated from high school.

(See pages 42-46 of the Report for more information on this group of students.) However,
available data do not explain the remainder of the decrease in white non-Hispanic first-time

freshmen that was evidence between fall 2003 and fall 2004.

Figure 1.36
Changes in the Numbers of White Non-Hispanics

Enrolled as First-Time Freshmen (FTF) at Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions

Fall 2003 Compared to Fall 2004
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'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.

Includes part-time students, but not foreign students or students of unknown race/ethnicity.
See Table A7.2 in Appendix 7 for supporting data.
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o Providing Financial Aid for Needy Students. The 2003 LR 174 Task Force called for increases

in need-based financial aid to improve access to higher education for Nebraskans with limited
financial means. The total amount of need-based financial aid provided to students attending
Nebraska’s public institutions, including federal Title IV programs and other need-based aid,
but excluding loans, increased 7.8% from 2003-2004 to 2004-2005.

Table 1.17
Total Need-Based Financial Aid

Awarded by Public Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions,
Excluding Financial Aid: 2003-2004 Compared to 2004-2005"

Sector 2003-2004 2004-2005 % Change
$ Amount % $ Amount %
Nebraska State Grants
State-Funded $4,386,690 6.3% $4,477,478 5.9% 2.1%
Federal-Funded $584,110 0.8% $337,759 04% | -42.2%
Federal Title IV Grants o o 0
& Work-Study Funds $52,408,480 75.0% | $55,109,127 73.1% 5.2%
Other Need-Based Aid $12,513,302 17.9% | $15,443,742 20.5% 23.4%
Total Need-Based Aid |  $69,892,582 100.0% | $75,368,106 100.0% 7.8%

'Data Source: Nebraska DAS Supplements, October 2005.
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2. Increase the proportion of students who enroll and successfully persist through degree
program completion.

e Retaining First-Time Freshmen. Retention rates reported to ACT, Inc. by Nebraska’s degree-

granting institutions vary widely (see Table 2.1 on page 68 of the Report). However, the state’s
median freshman retention rate for four-year institutions was 74.5% (for freshmen who enrolled
in fall 2003 and returned to the same institution in fall 2004). That compares to a fall-2002-to-
fall-2003 rate of 76.0%. As a point of reference, the fall 2004 average freshman retention rate for

all reporting four-year colleges in the United States was 74.5%.

By using data from the National Student Clearinghouse, and with strong cooperation from the
institutions, the Commission is able, for the first time, to present a more complete picture. The
retention rates mentioned above are for freshmen who return to the same campus. What about
students who continue their education but transfer to another institution? Counting those students
provides a significant increase above the statewide same-campus retention rate (yielding 74.6%
rather than 53.5%), and it results in significantly higher percentages for the University of
Nebraska (89.8%), the Nebraska State Colleges (86.1%), and Nebraska’s community colleges

(68.3%). (See pages 70-74 of the Report for further discussion.)

Table 2.3
Summary of Freshmen Retention and Transfer Rates

for Nebraska Public Postsecondary Institutions
Based on National Student Clearinghouse Data

For First-Time Freshmen Enrolled in 2002-2003and 2003-2004*

2-Year
Same- Combined
School Postsecondary | Postsecondary
Freshmen Freshmen Freshmen Freshmen
Public Institutions Freshmen Retention Transfer Retention Retention
Class Rate Rate Rate Rate
University 2002-2003 76.4% 12.2% 88.6% 89.8%
of Nebraska 2003-2004 78.0% 13.0% 91.0% ]
Nebraska 2002-2003 67.1% 16.3% 83.4% 86.1%
State Colleges 2003-2004 74.0% 14.7% 88.7% '
Nebraska 2002-2003 44.2% 24.9% 69.1% 68.3%
Community Colleges | 2003-2004 42.6% 24.7% 67.4% '
All Public Colleges 2002-2003 53.1% 21.4% 74.5% 74.6%
and Universities 2003-2004 53.5 21.2% 74.6% '

'Percentages based on data submitted by the Nebraska public institutions to the Nebraska Coordination Commission
for Postsecondary Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005. Spreadsheets of the data obtained and the
calculated rates shown in this table are available upon request from the Commission.
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details.) Rates vary by sector.
Figure 2.1

Graduation Rates for Nebraska Public
and Independent Colleges and Universities by Sector
2002-2003 Compared to 2003-2004"

70.0% 1
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Universities
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'Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Comparisons based on 3-year graduation rates for community colleges and 6-year
rates for four-year institutions. See Table A9.1 in Appendix 9 for supporting data.

o And they vary by race/ethnicity.
Figure 2.2

Graduation Rates for Nebraska Public
and Independent Colleges and Universities by Race/Ethnicity,
2002-2003 Compared to 2003-2004*
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'Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
See Table A9.3 in Appendix 9 for supporting data.
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Graduation Rates. Graduation rates at Nebraska institutions vary widely, as they do throughout
the country. The overall graduation rate for Nebraska’s public and independent institutions
decreased from 48% in 2002-2003 to 47.9% in 2003-2004. (See Table A9.1 in Appendix 9 for
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e Number of Degrees, Diplomas, and Certificates Awarded. The number of bachelor’s degrees

awarded in Nebraska dropped 3.4% between 2002-2003 and 2003-2004. The decrease was
spread across all three bachelor’s-granting sectors: the University of Nebraska decreased by
3.6%, the state colleges by 5.6%, and the independent colleges and universities by 2.5%.
(See page 80 of the Report.)

Table 2.5
Bachelor’s Degrees, Associate Degrees, Diplomas, and Certificates
Awarded by Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions by Sector
2002-2003 Compared to 2003-2004

2002-2003 2003-2004 o

Sector 0
No. % No. % Change

Awarded Awarded Awarded Awarded
Bachelor’s Degrees 11,845 63.3% 11,444 61.9% -3.4%
Associate Degrees, Diplomas, 6.874 | 36.7% 7.029 | 38.1% 2.3%
and Certificates

Total Degrees & Awards 18,719 100.0% 18,473 100.0% -1.3%

'Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.

Changing Enrollment Patterns.

e Transfer Between Institutions. The numbers and percentages of students who attend

Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education — December 2005

Nebraska’s community colleges and enroll in and complete academic transfer programs are
increasing: 294 students (7.4% of academic transfer enrollees) in 2001-2002 and 602
students (10.7%) in 2002-2003. About 28.4% of students who enroll in academic transfer
programs at the community colleges transfer to four-year institutions within three years. An
additional 19.9% transfer to other community college programs.

e Concurrent Enrollment. About 11% of Nebraska’s undergraduate students (12,308 in
2004-2005) are enrolled in more than one institution at the same time (see Table 5. in
Report). Patterns vary significantly across institutions. Analysis of National Student
Clearinghouse data—as summarized in Section Five of the Report—can now provide
institutions the opportunity to more closely analyze the enrollment patterns of their students
and adjust in ways designed to accommodate those patterns and promote greater student
success.

(Refer to Section 2 and Section 5 of the report for detailed discussions of retention and
graduation rates, concurrent enrollment, and transfer rates and patterns.)
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3. Reduce out-migration of Nebraskans with high levels of educational attainment.

The 2004 Baseline Report for the LR 174 Higher Education Task Force provided an analysis of
2000 U.S. Census data that focused on Nebraska’s net labor force migration. There is no new
data with which to update that analysis, but for convenience, the 2004 analysis is included in this
current report. One particular illustration from the 2004 Report captures the problem the state
faces.

Figure 3.1
Estimated Nebraska Net Migration of 22- to 29-Year-Olds
1995-2000
T | Less Than High
|Schoo
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b High School
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7 Some College
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Number of Adults 22-29 Years of Age

e Volume 2 of this 2005 Report provides a summary and compilation of the reports that have been
submitted by Nebraska’s public colleges and universities to describe how they are identifying
and responding to the needs of businesses with instructional, research, and service resources to
support job creation and new employment opportunities for college-educated Nebraskans.
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Recommendations

Continue Attention and Focus, Modify Reporting

1.

Retain the focus on key priorities, strategies, and objectives for Nebraska’s system of
postsecondary education established by the original LR 174 Task Force in its 2003 report.

Continue the series of Commission-generated reports to provide comparative statistics and
other information to monitor and evaluate progress toward achieving the three key priorities
recommended by the LR 174 Task Force in its 2003 report: 1) Increase the number of
students who enter postsecondary education in Nebraska; 2) Increase the percentage of
students who enroll and successfully persist through degree completion; and 3) Reduce,
eliminate and then reverse the net out-migration of Nebraskans with high levels of
educational attainment.

To allow Commission staff the time to incorporate national data traditionally released in
mid-fall (rather than relying on year-old data), change the due dates of subsequent reports
to December 10.

Adopt a report pattern that provides the Legislature and its Task Force: 1) annual updates

of key data; 2) full reports with extensive analysis prior to each year in which the Legislature
makes its biennial appropriations; and 3) prior to non-appropriations years, special reports
on key issues of interest and importance. (Examples: Minority Student Progress in Nebraska
Postsecondary Education, Transfer Patterns in Nebraska Postsecondary Education, Educator
Preparation in Nebraska.)

Accomplishing the Priorities

1.

Work to broaden understanding of the social and economic consequences of Nebraska’s
changing demographics and the role higher education can play in creating a brighter future.

Because high school graduation rates for Nebraska’s Black, Hispanic, and Native American
populations are below the statewide average, work to improve those rates.

Because taking a strong college preparatory core improves the performance of students in
each measured racial/ethnic group and significantly narrows differing performance levels
between groups, encourage as many high school students as possible to take a strong
academic core.

Encourage institutions to address the mentoring needs of students from underrepresented
groups, with particular emphasis on the freshman year.

Continue to consider the ways that policies (e.g., tuition rates, financial aid) affect the
abilities of all students to enroll, persist, and succeed in higher education.

Continue to encourage the growth in Nebraska of jobs that require a college-educated
workforce.

Continue to increase postsecondary educational opportunities for adult and non-traditional
students.
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2005 Report
for the LR 75 Legislative Evaluation
Task Force on Higher Education

Introduction

The purpose of this report is to provide the LR 75 Legislative Evaluation Task Force
with comparative statistics and other information to monitor and evaluate progress toward
achieving the three key priorities for Nebraska’s postsecondary education system recommended
by the LR 174 Higher Education Task Force in the introduction to its 2003 report:

Expansion and diversification of Nebraska’s economy are necessary in order to
sustain essential public services sponsored or aided by the state. The state’s system
of postsecondary education is integral to the highest possible levels of educational
attainment for Nebraskans. The LR 174 Task Force concludes that increasing the
number of Nebraskans with high levels of educational attainment is essential to
support economic expansion and diversification and therefore recommends the
following key priorities for the state’s postsecondary education system:

1. Increase the number of students who enter postsecondary education in Nebraska.

2. Increase the percentage of students who enroll and successfully persist through
degree completion.

3. Reduce, eliminate and then reverse the net out-migration of Nebraskans with
high levels of educational attainment.

Unprecedented collaboration and cooperation among educational institutions and
sectors will be necessary to develop community, regional and statewide strategies
to achieve progress toward these priorities.

For each key priority, the LR 174 Task Force outlined a series of strategies and corresponding
objectives for Nebraska’s system of postsecondary education. Since these strategies and
objectives have served as the specific reference points for selecting and organizing the statistics
and other information included in this report, they are presented below, exactly as they were stated
in the 2003 LR 174 Task Force Recommendations.

\ 1. Increase the number of students who enter postsecondary education in Nebraska.

» The state’'s postsecondary education system must strengthen existing and
establish new formal collaborative efforts with Nebraska’'s PK-12 education
system to increase the proportion of PK-12 students who graduate from high
school, enroll in postsecondary education and are adequately prepared to
proceed through postsecondary degree completion.

e The state’'s postsecondary education system must more actively recruit

Nebraska high school graduates in order to increase the proportion of these
graduates who pursue their postsecondary education in Nebraska.

Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education — December 2005 1



» The state’'s postsecondary education system must more actively recruit
non-Nebraska high school graduates to increase the number of such students who
pursue postsecondary education in Nebraska. Such recruitment shall not diminish
the state’s priority of providing appropriate need-based aid to Nebraska’s high
school graduates.

* Increase need-based student financial aid in order to improve access to higher
education for Nebraskans with limited financial means.

» Efforts to increase the number of students who enter postsecondary education
must emphasize and target Nebraska student populations that are currently
under-represented in the state’'s higher education system.

2. Increase the proportion of students who enroll and successfully persist through
degree program completion.

» The state’s postsecondary education system must work collaboratively with
Nebraska’'s PK-12 education system to improve the preparedness of students to
undertake and successfully complete postsecondary education programs of study.

* The state’s postsecondary education system must more actively engage in
student retention efforts and decrease the proportion of postsecondary education
students who fail to persist beyond their first year(s) of enrollment. The state’s
postsecondary education system must also increase the proportion of students
who complete associate degrees within three years of matriculation and
baccalaureate degrees within six years of matriculation defined time frames.

* The state’s postsecondary education system must expand upon and strengthen
existing associate degree to baccalaureate degree “2-plus-2” and other degree
credit transfer programs.

3. Reduce out-migration of Nebraskans with high levels of educational attainment.

» The state’s postsecondary education system must identify needs of existing, new
and relocating businesses.

» The state’s postsecondary education system must respond to identified business
needs with instructional, research and service resources to support job creation
and new employment opportunities for individuals with high levels of educational
attainment.

Given these priorities and objectives, the 2004 Baseline Report for the LR 174 Higher
Education Task Force provided three types of information for use in monitoring the progress of
Nebraska’s postsecondary education system:

1. Statistical baselines and information related to these quantifiable indicators.
2. Descriptions of how and to what extent Nebraska’s public-funded colleges and universities

are collaborating with PK-12 schools to increase the proportion of students who graduate from
high school, enroll in college, and are prepared to successfully complete degree programs.
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3. Descriptions of how and to what extent Nebraska’s public-funded colleges and universities
are identifying the needs of businesses and supporting job creation and new employment
opportunities for individuals with high levels of educational attainment.

The information included in the 2004 report was presented in two volumes. The first
volume focused on the statistical baselines and related information that continue to serve as the
guantitative bases for monitoring progress toward achieving the objectives established by the
LR 174 Task Force in 2003. The second volume provided a summary and compilation of the
reports submitted by Nebraska’s public colleges and universities to describe their collaborative
relationships with the PK-12 school system and the business community. Both volumes of the
report are available on the Commission’s Web site, www.ccpe.state.ne.us.

Like the 2004 report, the 2005 Report for the LR 75 Legislative Evaluation Task Force
on Higher Education is divided into two volumes. Volume 1 focuses on how the most recently
available statistics compare to the statistical baselines established one year ago. When applicable,
trend data for longer periods of time are also presented and analyzed. In addition, Volume |
includes the initial results of new research based on data obtained from the National Student
Clearinghouse by all of Nebraska’s public postsecondary institutions. Volume 2 focuses on the
collaborative relationships of Nebraska’s public colleges and universities with PK-12 school
systems and the business community, with an emphasis on significant developments that have
occurred in these relationships within the past year.
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Section 1

Increasing Postsecondary Enrollment

Priority 1. Increase the number of students who enter postsecondary education in Nebraska.

The first priority recommended by the 2003 LR 174 Task Force is to increase the number of
students who enter postsecondary education in Nebraska. To address this priority, the 2004 Baseline
Report for the LR 174 Higher Education Task Force provided baseline statistics for total headcount
enrollment by institution, by sector, and for the state’s postsecondary education system as a whole.
In the following update, enrollments for fall 2004 are compared to fall 2003 baseline enroliments
within the context of 10-year enrollment trends.

Nebraska Public and Independent Colleges and Universities: Total Enrollment

» Total headcount enrollment at Nebraska’s public and independent colleges and universities
increased by 1.2% from 117,236 in fall 2003 to 118,701 in fall 2004.

* Nebraska uses the National Center for Education Statistics as the official aggregator of
enrollment data. Official enrollment data for 2005 are not yet available. However, preliminary
enrollment figures for fall 2005 indicate that total headcount enrollment has increased to
120,037, an increase of 1.1% from fall 2004, and a 2.4% increase from the fall 2003 baseline.

Figure 1.1

Total Headcount Enrollment at Nebraska Public and Independent
Colleges and Universities: 1994 - 2005
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'Data source for 1994-2004 is the National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System (IPEDS). Data for fall 2005 are preliminary. Official enrollments for 2005
will not be available from IPEDS until mid-2006. See Table Al.1 in Appendix 1 for supporting data.
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Nebraska Public and Independent Colleges and Universities: Enrollment by Sector

* The 1.2% increase in total headcount at Nebraska’s public and independent institutions
between fall 2003 and fall 2004 is attributable to a 7.1% enrollment increase at the state’s
independent colleges and universities and a 1.7% increase in the enrollments of Nebraska’s
community colleges.

» Total enrollment at Nebraska’s state colleges was the same in 2004 as it was in 2003, and
the total headcount enrollment at the institutions constituting the University of Nebraska
declined by 1.9% between fall 2003 and fall 2004.

* However, preliminary enrollment figures for fall 2005 indicate that all four sectors contributed
positively to the 1.1% estimated increase in total enrollment at the state’s public and independent
colleges and universities between 2004 and 2005.

» Specifically, Nebraska’s community colleges experienced another gain in enroliment of 1.7%,
enrollment at the state colleges increased by 1.6%, enrollment at the University of Nebraska
increased by 0.8%, and enrollment at the state’s independent colleges and universities also
rose by 0.8% from fall 2004 to fall 2005.

» See Table Al.1 and Table A1.2 in Appendix 1 for supporting data.

Figure 1.2

Total Headcount Enrollment at Nebraska Public and Independent
Colleges and Universities and Enrollment by Sector: 1994 - 2005
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'Data source for 1994-2004 is the National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System (IPEDS). Data for fall 2005 are preliminary. Official enrollments for 2005
will not be available from IPEDS until mid-2006. See Table A1.1 in Appendix 1 for supporting data.
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Nebraska Public and Independent Colleges and Universities: Enrollment by Institution

Within each sector, changes in enrollment vary from one institution to another. Following
are charts showing the 10-year enrollment trends of the institutions within each sector, accompanied
by summaries of the changes in total headcount enrollment that occurred between fall 2003 and
fall 2004, the latest period for which verified data are available from the National Center for
Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS). (See Table A1.2
in Appendix 1 for supporting data.)

University of Nebraska

Between fall 2003 and fall 2004, total headcount enrollment at the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) and the University of Nebraska at Omaha (UNO)
decreased by 3.4% and 1.2%, respectively.

During the same one-year period, there was no change in the enrollment at the
University of Nebraska at Kearney (UNK), enrollment at the University of Nebraska
Medical Center (UNMC) increased by 1.4%, and the Nebraska College of Technical
Agriculture (NCTA) experienced a 2.3% increase in enrollment.

Based on information obtained from the University of Nebraska Central Administration,
fall 2005 enrollment at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln is almost equal to the
university’s enrollment for fall 2004, and the enrollments at the other four institutions
within the University of Nebraska system are higher in 2005 than they were in 2004.

Total Headcount Enrollment

Figure 1.3
Total Headcount Enrollment at the University of Nebraska
1994 - 2004
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'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data
System (IPEDS). See Table A1.2 in Appendix 1 for supporting data.
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Nebraska State Colleges

Between fall 2003 and fall 2004, Chadron State College experienced a 5.2% decline

in total headcount enrollment. However, during the same one-year period, enrollment
increased at Wayne State College by 2.4% and at Peru State College by 3.6% so that
the total enrollment at Nebraska’s state colleges was the same in 2004 as it was in 2003.

Figure 1.4

Total Headcount Enrollment at Nebraska State Colleges
1994 - 2004

Total Headcount Enrollment

T

10000

9000 +
8000 +
7000 +
6000 -

W

5000

4000
3000 +
2000 +
1000

L
L
L 2
L 2

p

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

—e— Wayne State College —=— Chadron State College
—a— Peru State College —x— Total State Colleges

'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data
System (IPEDS). See Table A1.2 in Appendix 1 for supporting data.
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Nebraska Community Colleges

» Five of Nebraska’s six community colleges experienced increases in total headcount
enrollment between fall 2003 and fall 2004. Specifically, the increases were as follows:

- Southeast Community College 4.2%
- Northeast Community College 4.0%
- Metropolitan Community College 1.0%
- Western Nebraska Community College 0.7%
- Central Community College 0.6%

Although total headcount enrollment at Mid-Plains Community College declined by
4.1% between fall 2003 and fall 2004, total enrollment at the state’s community colleges
increased by 1.7% during this one-year period.

Figure 1.5
Total Headcount Enrollment at Nebraska Community Colleges
1994 - 2004'
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'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data
System (IPEDS). See Table A1.2 in Appendix 1 for supporting data.
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Nebraska Independent Colleges and Universities

» Total headcount enrollment at Nebraska’s 19 independent colleges and universities
increased by 7.1% between fall 2003 and fall 2004.

» As illustrated in Figure 1.6 below and detailed in Table A1.3 in Appendix 1, an analysis
of the enrollments of the independent colleges and universities reveals that the following
seven “growth” institutions accounted for the majority of the sector’s increase in total
enrollment, not only between 2003 and 2004, but also over the preceding nine years:

Bellevue University Dana College
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences Doane College
Clarkson College Nebraska Wesleyan University

Creighton University

Note: “Growth” institutions were identified as those that (1) experienced an increase
in total headcount enrollment over the two years between fall 2002 and fall 2004,
and (2) experienced enrollment growth over at least two of the three preceding years.

» Together, the seven “growth” institutions accounted for 71.0% of the total enroliment
at independent colleges and universities in 2004, and their combined enrollment
increased by 7.8% between fall 2003 and fall 2004, accounting for 77.8% of the growth
in the independent sector that year. Furthermore, the combined total enrollment of the
seven schools increased by 37.5% from fall 1994 to fall 2004, accounting for 85.6%
of the sector’s growth during the 10-year period.

Figure 1.6
Total Headcount Enrollment at Nebraska Independent Colleges and Universities
1994 - 2004
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'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data
System (IPEDS). See Table A1.3 in Appendix 1 for supporting data.
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* In comparison, the combined total enrollment of the remaining twelve “stable or
regaining” institutions increased 8.6% from fall 1994 to fall 2004 and accounted for
14.4% of the sector’s 10-year growth.

» Eight of the twelve “stable or regaining” schools contributed positively to the sector’s
7.1% increase in enrollment between fall 2003 and fall 2004, and the combined total
enrollment of the twelve schools increased by 5.3% over this one-year period. However,
the combined total headcount enrollment of these schools declined by 0.3% to 1.3% over
three of the four preceding years so that the current enrollment trend of the *“stable

or regaining” schools is relatively flat, compared to the rising enrollment trend of the
seven “growth” schools.

Nebraska Total Postsecondary Enrollment

» Total headcount enrollment at the for-profit career colleges in Nebraska was 3,394 in fall 2004,
an increase of 8.0% from the 2003 baseline enrollment of 3,144.

* Including the enrollment of the private career schools that are operated for a profit, Nebraska’s
total postsecondary headcount enrollment increased by 1.4% from 120,380 in fall 2003 to
122,095 in fall 2004.

* Asshown in Table 1.1, the net effect of the changes in enrollment that occurred between
the fall 2003 baseline and fall 2004 is that the enrollments of the independent colleges and
universities and the private career schools accounted for higher percentages of Nebraska’s
total postsecondary enrollment in 2004, while the combined enrollment of the public
institutions accounted for a lower percentage of the state’s total enrollment.

Table 1.1
Nebraska Total Postsecondary Enrollment by Sector: 2003 and 2004*
Fall 2003 Fall 2004
Enrollment Sector % of % of
Enrollment | Enrollment | Enrollment | Enrollment
University of Nebraska 46,015 38.2% 45,122 37.0%
Nebraska State Colleges 7,652 6.4% 7,650 6.3%
Nebraska Community Colleges 39,575 32.9% 40,233 32.9%
Total Nebraska Public 93242 | 775% 93,005 | 76.2%
Colleges and Universities
Nebraska Independent 23994 | 19.9% 25606 | 21.0%
Colleges and Universities
Private Career Schools 3,144 2.6% 3,394 2.8%
Total Nebraska Postsecondary 120,380 | 100.0% 122.095 | 100.0%
Headcount Enrollment
'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data
System (IPEDS).
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Strategic Objectives to Increase Postsecondary Enrollment

Given its first priority to increase the number of students who enter postsecondary
education in Nebraska, the 2003 LR 174 Task Force recommended five strategic objectives
to increase college enrollments. For the purposes of establishing baseline statistical indicators
to begin monitoring progress toward achieving these objectives, they were stated as follows in
the 2004 Baseline Report for the LR 174 Higher Education Task Force:

1.1 Increase the proportion of PK-12 students who graduate from high school, enroll
in postsecondary education, and are adequately prepared to proceed through
postsecondary degree completion.

1.2 The state’s postsecondary education system must more actively recruit Nebraska
high school graduates in order to increase the proportion of these graduates who
pursue their postsecondary education in Nebraska.

1.3 The state’s postsecondary education system must more actively recruit
non-Nebraska high school graduates in order to increase the number of such
students who pursue postsecondary education in Nebraska.

1.4 Increase need-based financial aid in order to improve access to higher education
for Nebraskans with limited financial means.

1.5 Increase the number and proportion of Nebraska postsecondary students who
are currently underrepresented in the state’s higher education system.

Following this outline, except for reversing the order of objectives 1.4 and 1.5 as stated above,
the remainder of this section focuses on the extent to which each measurable component of these
objectives is being achieved. Throughout this analysis, the latest available data are compared to

the baseline statistics that were established and reported in the 2004 Baseline Report for the LR 174

Higher Education Task Force.
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1.1 Increase the proportion of PK-12 students who graduate from high school, enroll in

postsecondary education, and are adequately prepared to proceed through postsecondary

degree completion.
1.1.a Increase the proportion of students who graduate from Nebraska high schools.
One strategic approach to increasing the number of students who enter postsecondary
education in Nebraska is to increase the proportion of students who graduate from the state’s

high schools and, in the process, increase the number of potential college students.

Past and Present Trends in the Total Number of Nebraska High School Graduates

* Asshown in Figure 1.7 below, the number of students who graduated from Nebraska high
schools started to decline slightly after the 2002-2003 school year, the latest year for which
official data were available from the Nebraska Department of Education for the 2004 Baseline
Report for the LR 174 Higher Education Task Force.

» Compared to the 21,972 graduates in 2002-2003, the number of students who received regular
diplomas during the 2003-2004 school year decreased by 1.2% to a total of 21,718 graduates.

» The official number of high school graduates for the 2004-2005 school year is not yet available.

However, the unofficial count as of October 27, 2005 was 21,647, a decrease of 0.3% from the
previous year, and a 1.5% decrease from the baseline year of 2002-2003.

Figure 1.7

Total Number of Nebraska High School Graduates
1992-1993 through 2004-2005"
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!Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education, August 2005 and October 2005. Graduates do not include
GED recipients or completers who did not receive regular diplomas. See Table A2.1 in Appendix 2 for
supporting data. *Unofficial number of graduates for the 2004-2005 school year as of October 27, 2005.
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The Proportion of Graduates from Public and Nonpublic Nebraska High Schools

* As shown below, about 90% of Nebraska’s most recent high school graduates received their
diplomas from public schools while the remaining 10% graduated from nonpublic (private)
schools.

Numbers of Nebraska High SchooIT(gtrJ;?jiéztes: 2002-2003 through 2004-2005"
Type of B 2003-2004 2004-2005
School No. of % of No. of % of No. of % of

Graduates | Graduates | Graduates | Graduates | Graduates | Graduates
Public 19,604 89.8% | 19,462 90.0% | 19,225 89.3%
Nonpublic 2,234 10.2% 2,162 10.0% 2,297 10.7%
Subtotal | 21,838 | 100.0% | 21,624 100.0% | 21,522 100.0%
ESU & SO? 134 94 125
State Total | 21,972 21,718 21,647

'Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education. Data for 2002-2003 and 2003-2004 obtained
in August 2005. Unofficial numbers of graduates for 2004-2005 obtained on October 27, 2005.
Graduates do not include GED recipients or completers who did not receive regular diplomas.
ESU = Educational Service Units; SO = State-Operated Schools.

Figure 1.8

Numbers of Nebraska Public and Nonpublic High School Graduates
2002-2003 through 2004-2005"

25,000
Nonpublic Nonpublic Nonpublic
( 2,162 2,297
20,000 +
ey Public Public
19,604 19,462 1999

15,000 +

[ERN

o

o

o

o
I

Number of Nebraska High School Graduates

2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005*

!Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education, August 2005 and October 2005.
*Unofficial numbers of graduates for the 2004-2005 school year as of October 27, 2005.

Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education — December 2005 14



Projected Trends in the Total Number of Nebraska High School Graduates

» Based on projections by the Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education:
- Nebraska public and nonpublic high schools will be graduating about the same number
of students in 2017-2018 as they did during the 2004-2005 school year.

- Public schools will continue to account for about 90% of Nebraska’s high school graduates
through the 2017-2018 school year.*

Figure 1.9

Projected Numbers of Graduates
from Nebraska Public and Nonpublic High Schools
2004-2005 through 2017-2018"
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'Data Source: Knocking at the College Door, Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education,
2003, page 121. See Table A2.2 in Appendix 2 for supporting data.

! Knocking at the College Door, Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education, 2003, page 121.
See Table A2.2 in Appendix 2 for supporting data.
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Projected and Recent Changes in Nebraska High School Graduates by Race/Ethnicity

* While only small changes are projected to occur in the annual number of Nebraska high school
graduates over the next ten to thirteen years, white non-Hispanics are projected to account for
a significantly lower percentage of the graduates from the state’s public schools in the future.
On the other hand, as shown in Figure 1.10, minority students, especially Hispanics, are

projected to account for larger percentages of the students who will graduate from Nebraska’s
public schools.

Figure 1.10

Actual and Projected Percentages of Nebraska Public High School Graduates
by Race/Ethnicity in 2002-2003 and 2017-2018"
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'Data Sources: 2002-2003 percentages are based on the numbers of graduates obtained from the Nebraska Department
of Education, August 2005. Projected percentages are based on data from Knocking at the College Door, Western
Interstate Commission for Higher Education, 2003, page 121. See Table A2.3 in Appendix 2 for supporting data.
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» Asshown in Table 1.3 below, an analysis of the latest available data from the Nebraska
Department of Education reveals that recent changes in the racial/ethnic distribution of
Nebraska’s high school graduates have been in the direction of the projected trend.

- Specifically, the number of white non-Hispanic graduates decreased between 2002-2003
and 2003-2004, and they accounted for a slightly lower percentage of Nebraska’s high school

graduates in 2003-2004 than they did in 2002-2003.

- In comparison, more minority students graduated from Nebraska’s high schools during
2002-2003 than during the 2003-2004 school year, and minorities accounted for slightly
higher percentages of the total number of graduates than they did one year earlier.

Table 1.3

Actual Changes in the Numbers and Percentages of Public High School Graduates
by Race/Ethnicity: 2002-2003 to 2003-2004*

2002-2003 2003-2004
Race/Ethnicity No. of % of No. of % of % Change
Graduates® Graduates Graduates Graduates
Percentage Change in Number of Graduates InG'\::éngerSOf
White (non-Hispanic) 17,541 89.5% 17,211 88.4% -1.9%
Asian/Pacific Islander 279 1.4% 309 1.6% 10.8%
Black (non-Hispanic) 841 4.3% 884 4.5% 5.1%
Hispanic 776 4.0% 890 4.6% 14.7%
Native American 167 0.8% 168 0.9% 0.6%
Total for Public High Schools 19,604 100.0% 19,462 100.0% -0.7%
In Percentage of
Change in Percentage Distribution of Graduates Total Number of
Graduates
White (non-Hispanic) 17,541 89.5% 17,211 88.4% -1.1%
Asian/Pacific Islander 279 1.4% 309 1.6% 0.2%
Black (non-Hispanic) 841 4.3% 884 4.5% 0.2%
Hispanic 776 4.0% 890 4.6% 0.6%
Native American 167 0.8% 168 0.9% 0.1%
Total for Public High Schools 19,604 100.0% 19,462 100.0%

LOfficial numbers of public high school graduates obtained from the Nebraska Department of Education in
August 2005. Numbers do not include graduates of education service units or state-operated schools.
Graduates do not include GED recipients or completers who did not receive regular diplomas.
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Trends in the Nebraska State Four-Year High School Graduation Rates

» Although the total number of students who graduated from Nebraska high schools decreased

between 2002-2003 and 2003-2004, the state’s graduation rate clearly increased.

* The Nebraska Department of Education uses the four-year high school graduation rate
to measure the proportion of high school students who receive regular diplomas.

- Nebraska’s state four-year graduation rate is based on data that include the graduates of
educational service units, state-operated schools, and nonpublic (private) schools as well as

the graduates of the state’s public schools.

- In comparison, the public four-year graduation rate is also a statewide rate, but it is limited
to data from Nebraska’s public high schools.

- See Explanatory Note A3.1 in Appendix 3 for information on how four-year graduation rates

are calculated.

* Asshown in Figure 1.11 below, Nebraska’s state graduation rate fluctuated between 84.9% and
85.8% from 1998-1999 through the 2002-2003 school year.

* For the 2003-2004 school year, the state graduation rate increased by 1.7% to a rate of 87.5%.

Figure 1.11

Nebraska State and Public High School Four-Year Graduation Rates
1998-1999 through 2003-2004
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'Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education, October 2005. State rates as published in the 2003-2004

State of the Schools Report available at http://reportcard.nde.state.ne.us. Public rates as available from the

Nebraska Department of Education but currently not available on the department’s Web site.
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The graduation rate for Nebraska’s nonpublic (private) high schools is significantly higher than
the overall state rate, whereas the graduation rate for Nebraska’s public schools is lower than the
state rate.” Nevertheless, Nebraska’s public high school graduation rate is among the highest
rates in the United States.?

As evidenced in Figure 1.11 on the previous page, the graduation rate for Nebraska public high
schools recently increased by 1.8%, rising from 84.7% for the 2002-2003 school year to 86.5%

for the 2003-2004 school year.

Furthermore, as shown in Table 1.4, almost 75% of Nebraska’s public school districts had
four-year high school graduation rates that were in the range of 92% to 100%. In contrast,
11.6% of Nebraska’s 259 public high school districts had graduation rates that were equal to
or below the statewide rate of 86.5% for public schools in 2003-2004.

See Table A3.2 in Appendix 3 for a list of the 30 public school districts with graduation rates
at or below the public statewide rate of 86.5% in 2003-2004.

Table1.4
Distribution of the Four-Year High School Graduation Rates
of Nebraska Public High School Districts
2003-2004"
Four-Year High School No. of % of % of Cumulative % of
Graduation Rate School Districts | School Districts | School Districts | School Districts
100.0% 86 33.2% 33.2% 33.2%
96.0% - 99.9% 45 17.4% 41.3% 50.6%
92.0% - 95.9% 62 23.9% ' 74.5%
0f - 0, 0 0,
88.0% - 91.9% 31 12.0% 13.9% 86.5%
86.6% - 87.9% 5 1.9% 88.4%
84.8% - 86.5%" 7 2.7% 91.1%
0 - 0 0 0
80.0% - 84.7% 11 4.2% 11.6% 95.4%
72.0% - 79.9% 6 2.3% 97.7%
Less than 72% 6 2.3% 100.0%
259 100.0% 100.0%
YFour-year graduation rates by district downloaded from the Nebraska Department of Education Web site,
http://www.nde.state.ne.us, October 2005.
*The statewide public high school graduation rate for 2003-2004 was 86.5%.
Note: See Table A3.1 in Appendix 3 for the comparable distribution of public high school graduation rates
for 2002-2003, which replaces Table 1.9 on page 41 of the 2004 Baseline Report for the LR 174 Higher
Education Task Force.

'Compared to the public high school graduation rates of 84.7% in 2002-2003 and 86.5% in 2003-2004, the four-year
graduation rate for nonpublic (private) high schools was 99.4% for 2002-2003 and 99.6% for the 2003-2004 , based

on data obtained from the Nebraska Department of Education, August 2005. See Table A3.3 in Appendix 3 for

supporting data.

Compared to the other 49 states and the District of Columbia, Nebraska had the 6" highest public high school
graduation rate in 2001. This is the latest available national comparison, and it was published in Postsecondary

Education OPPORTUNITY, www.postsecondary.org., October 2004.
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Nebraska Four-Year Public High School Graduation Rates by Race/Ethnicity

» The relatively high four-year graduation rates that characterize most of the state’s public high
schools mask the fact that graduation rates within the state vary significantly by race/ethnicity.

» Asshown in Figure 1.12 below, the four-year graduation rates for white non-Hispanics and
Asians/Pacific Islanders in 2002-2003 and 2003-2004 were significantly higher than the rates
for black non-Hispanics, Hispanics, and Native Americans.

» Asalso shown in Figure 1.12 , the four-year high school graduation rates for white non-
Hispanics, Asians/Pacific Islanders, black non-Hispanics, and Hispanics increased between
2002-2003 and 2003-2004.

* On the other hand, the graduation rate for Native Americans was slightly lower in 2003-2004
than it was in 2002-2003.
Figure 1.12

Nebraska Four-Year Public High School Graduation Rates by Race/Ethnicity
2002-2003 and 2003-2004
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‘l 02-03 Four-Year Graduation Rate M 03-04 Four-Year Graduation Rate

'Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education, July 28, 2005. See Table A3.3 in Appendix 3 for
supporting data.

» The net effect of the lower graduation rates for black non-Hispanics, Hispanics, and Native
Americans is that these minorities continue to account for disproportionately high percentages
of the students who drop out of the public high schools in Nebraska, compared to their
representation among the graduates of these schools.
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For the purposes of computing four-year graduation and dropout rates for any given high school
class, the numbers of students who dropped out of the class in the ninth, tenth, eleventh, and
twelfth grades are added together to determine the total number of students who dropped out
over the four years. The resulting total number of dropouts can then be compared to the number
of graduates in the class, as shown in Table 1.5 for the class of 2003-2004.

Table 1.5
Distributions of Public High School Graduates and Dropouts
by Race/Ethnicity Based on Four-Year Graduation Rate Data
2003-2004"
- No. of % of No. of % of
Race/Ethnicity Graduates Graduates Dropouts Dropouts
White (non-Hispanic) 17,211 88.4% 1,847 60.9%
Asian/Pacific Islander 309 1.6% 31 1.0%
Black (non-Hispanic) 884 4.5% 509 16.8%
Hispanic 890 4.6% 510 16.8%
Native American 168 0.9% 137 4.5%
Nebraska Public Total 19,462 100.0% 3,034 100.0%
!Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education, July 28, 2005.

As evidenced in Table 1.5 above and illustrated in Figure 1.13 on the next page, white non-
Hispanics accounted for the largest number and percentage of dropouts from the class of
2003-2004. However, black non-Hispanics, Hispanics, and Native Americans accounted for
higher percentages of the students who dropped out of the class than they did of the students
who graduated in 2003-2004.

Furthermore, as shown in Figure 1.14 on the next page, black non-Hispanics, Hispanics, and
Native Americans accounted for slightly higher percentages of the dropouts from the class of
2003-2004 than they did from the class of 2002-2003.

Consequently, although the four-year graduation rates for black non-Hispanics and Hispanics
increased slightly between 2002-2003 and 2003-2004, these minorities, along with Native
Americans, continue to account for disproportionate and increasing percentages of the dropouts
from Nebraska public high schools, compared to the extent they are represented among public
high school graduates.
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Percentages of Public High School Graduates and Dropouts by Race/Ethnicity

Figure 1.13

Based on Four-Year Graduation Rate Data
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!Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education, July 28, 2005. See Table 1.5 for supporting data.

Figure 1.14

Percentages of Public High School Dropouts by Race/Ethnicity

Based on Four-Year Graduation Rate Data
2002-2003 Compared to 2003-2004"
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!Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education, July 28, 2005. See Table A3.4 in Appendix3 for

supporting data.
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Nebraska Four-Year Public High School Graduation Rates by Gender

* Analyses of the four-year public high school graduation rate data obtained from the Nebraska

Department of Education reveal that females have higher graduation rates than males who attend
Nebraska’s public high schools.

Figure 1.15

Nebraska Four-Year Public High School Graduation Rates by Gender
2002-2003 and 2003-2004
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Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education, July 28, 2005. See Table A3.5 in Appendix 3

for supporting data.
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Nebraska Public School Districts Selected for Further Analysis

An analysis of the four-year public high school graduation rate data for 2002-2003 and
2003-2004 indicates that Nebraska’s statewide public graduation rate is increasing and that the
graduation rates for white non-Hispanics, Asians/Pacific Islanders, black non-Hispanics, and
Hispanics are improving. However, the Native American dropout rate has slightly increased.

Further analysis of the four-year graduation rate data reveals that 14 (5.4%) of the state’s
259 public high school districts account for more than 70% of the state’s dropouts. Consequently,
efforts to reduce dropout rates and increase graduation rates might best focus on these selected
districts in order for the rates for each racial/ethnic group and the state as a whole to continue

to improve.

The 14 public school districts that account for 70% of the state’s dropouts are located in
the 12 counties highlighted on the map of Nebraska in Figure 1.16.

Together, these 12 counties accounted for 80.0% of the dropouts from the high school
class of 2003-2004, while they accounted for 51.1% of the state’s public high school
graduates. (See Table A3.6 in Appendix 3 for supporting data.)

Figure 1.16
The 12 Nebraska Counties Where the 14 Selected School Districts are Located
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The 14 public school districts are listed in Table 1.6 below. Each of these districts meets
one or both of the following criteria:

(1) The district’s four-year graduation rate was lower than the statewide rate for
Nebraska public schools in 2002-2003 and 2003-2004, and the district reported
more than 15 dropouts from the class of 2002-2003.

(2) The district’s four-year graduation rate was one of the five lowest in the state for the
2002-2003 or 2003-2004 school year.

As shown in Table 1.6, the 14 school districts represented 30.8% of the state’s high school
graduates in 2002-2003, but they accounted for 72.7% of all of the state’s dropouts from the class

of 2002-2003.

Table 1.6
Numbers of Graduates and Dropouts from the 14 Selected School Districts
2002-2003"
No. of
Dropouts
No of o 12
Co-Dist County District or School Name Graduates | Grades
01-0018 | Adams Hastings Public Schools 233 54
19-0123 | Colfax Schuyler Central High School 74 30
22-0011 | Dakota South Sioux City Community Schools 176 64
24-0001 | Dawson Lexington Public Schools 130 32
27-0001 | Dodge Fremont Public Schools 286 65
28-0001 | Douglas Omaha Public Schools 2,336 1,342
40-0002 | Hall Grand Island Public Schools 367 123
54-0505 | Knox Santee Community Schools masked masked
55-0001 | Lancaster Lincoln Public Schools 1,883 716
56-0001 | Lincoln North Platte Public Schools 297 57
79-0032 | Scotts Bluff | Scottsbluff Public Schools 207 39
87-0013 | Thurston Walthill Public Schools 18 masked
87-0016 | Thurston UMO ~ HO ~ Nation Public Schools masked 18
87-0017 | Thurston Winnebago Public Schools? 21 16
Total for 14 School Districts 6,045 2,567
% of NE Public Total 30.8% 72.7%
NE Public Total | 19,604 3,631
!Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education, August 10, 2005. Numbers under 10 are
masked, but the masked numbers are included in the total numbers of graduates and dropouts for
the 14 school districts.
*The number of dropouts from Winnebago Public Schools was estimated based on 21 graduates
and an average graduation rate for the 5 years from 1998-1999 through 2002-2003 of 56.19%.
The estimate of 16 dropouts then resulted in a calculated graduation rate of 56.8%.
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As shown in Table 1.7, the four-year graduation rates of eight of the 14 school districts increased
between 2002-2003 and 2003-2004, while the rates of the remaining six schools were lower
in 2003-2004 than they were a year earlier.

The net effect of the increases and decreases in the districts’ rates was that the overall graduation
rate for the 14 school districts increased from 70.2% in 2002-2003 to 73.6% in 2003-2004.

As a group, the 14 districts are improving. There were 395 or 15.4% fewer reported dropouts
from the school districts so that, together, the districts accounted for 71.6% of the state’s
dropouts from the class of 2003-2004, compared to 72.7% of the dropouts reported for the class
of 2002-2003. (See Table A3.7 and Table A3.8 in Appendix 3 for supporting data.)

Nevertheless, with the exception of North Platte and Fremont Public Schools, the selected school
districts continued to have graduation rates that were relatively low, compared to the graduation

rates for the majority of the state’s public high schools.

Table 1.7
Change in the Four-Year High School Graduation Rates
of the 14 Selected Nebraska Public School Districts
2002-2003 Compared to 2003-2004
‘02-°03 ‘03-04 % Change
Four-Year | Four-Year ‘02-‘03
County District or School Name Grad Rate | Grad Rate | to ‘03-‘04

Districts with Increasing Graduation Rates
Lincoln North Platte Public Schools 83.9% 86.2% 2.3%
Dodge Fremont Public Schools 81.5% 85.4% 3.9%
Dakota South Sioux City Community Schools 73.3% 79.6% 6.3%
Hall Grand Island Public Schools 74.9% 79.2% 4.3%
Lancaster Lincoln Public Schools 72.5% 76.6% 4.1%
Colfax Schuyler Central High School 71.2% 77.1% 6.0%
Douglas Omaha Public Schools 63.5% 67.6% 4.1%
Thurston UMO ~ HO ™ Nation Public Schools 33.3% 61.9% 28.6%
Districts with Decreasing Graduation Rates
Adams Hastings Public Schools 81.2% 80.5% -0.7%
Thurston Winnebago Public Schools 56.8% 52.8% -4.0%
Scotts Bluff | Scottsbluff Public Schools 84.1% 78.1% -6.1%
Dawson Lexington Public Schools 80.2% 74.4% -5.8%
Thurston Walthill Public Schools 72.0% 33.3% -38.7%
Knox Santee Community Schools 66.7% 25.0% -41.7%
Graduation Rates for 14 School Districts 70.2% 73.6% 3.4%
Nebraska Public School Graduation Rates 84.7% 86.5% 1.8%
!Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education, August 10, 2005.
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Technical Note

The 2004 Baseline Report for the LR 174 Higher Education Task Force included a list of
13 public school districts in 10 counties, selected on the basis of four-year graduation rates and other
data provided by the Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) in October 2004. The latest official
data were obtained from the NDE in August 2005 and reanalyzed. In this process, Gering Public
Schools and Cozad City Schools were deleted from the original list of 13 school districts, and the
three following districts were added for a resulting total of 14 schools: Hastings Public Schools,
Santee Community Schools, and Winnebago Public Schools.
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1.1.b Increase the proportion of Nebraska high school graduates who are adequately

prepared to enroll in postsecondary education and proceed through degree
completion.

National assessments at two levels of the Nebraska educational system are summarized

in this section as indicators of the extent to which students are prepared academically to enter
and proceed through postsecondary education. First, the most recent results of the National
Assessment of Educational Progress are presented as indicators of the degree to which Nebraska
eighth graders are prepared for the high school courses that college-bound students are advised
to take. Second, the results of the SAT I: Reasoning Test and the ACT Assessment are presented
as indicators of the extent to which Nebraska high school graduates are prepared for college-
level coursework.

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

In Nebraska, the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) provides

periodic measures of student achievement in mathematics, reading, science, and writing, based
on stratified random samples of 2,700 to 2,800 eighth graders who take each subject-matter test.

Historically, NAEP scores for Nebraska eighth graders have been higher than the national
averages, and between 70% and 88% of the students most recently tested in Nebraska have
scored at or above the “basic” level of achievement, depending on the subject-matter area.
(See Table A4.1 in Appendix 4 for supporting data.)

As shown in Table 1.8, between 32% and 36% of the students tested have scored at or above
the “proficient” level, suggesting that about one-third of Nebraska eighth graders are well
prepared to take the high school courses that are recommended for college-bound students.

Compared to the Nebraska eighth graders tested in 2003, a higher percentage of the students
tested in 2005 were “proficient” in mathematics, while the same percentage scored at the
“proficient” level in reading. Since assessments in science and writing have not been
recently conducted in Nebraska, the NAEP does not provide evidence of current student
achievement in these two curriculum areas.

Table 1.8
Performance of Nebraska 8" Graders on Most Recent
and Previous NAEP Assessments®
Previous Most Recent
Subject NAEP Assessment NAEP Assessment
vear | YoScoring Ator |, | % Scoring Ator Percentage

Above Proficient Above Proficient | Difference
Mathematics 2003 32% 2005 35% + 3%
Reading 2003 35% 2005 35% 0%
Science 1996 35% 2000 36% +1%
Writing No previous assessment 2002 32%
“Nation’s Report Card,” National Center for Education Statistics, 2005.
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Introduction to the ACT Assessment and SAT |: Reasoning Test

The ACT Assessment and the SAT I: Reasoning Test are used to measure the extent
to which students are prepared for academic coursework beyond high school. The ACT
Assessment consists of four curriculum-based achievement tests in English, mathematics,
reading, and science. A student’s scores on the four tests are reported separately along with
a composite score that reflects the student’s overall performance on the series of tests.

The SAT I: Reasoning Test also measures individual student aptitude or achievement, but
only two SAT I scores are reported: one for verbal skills and the other for math skills.

Nebraska Participation Rates for the ACT Assessment and SAT |: Reasoning Test

* In Nebraska, the participation rate for the ACT Assessment decreased from 76.1% in 2004

to 74.9% in 2005, suggesting that a decreasing percentage of Nebraska high school students
are planning to initially attend colleges that require or commonly use ACT test results in the

admission process.

» Compared to the percentage of Nebraska high school graduates who take the ACT
Assessment, significantly fewer students take the SAT I. Reasoning Test. In 2005, 7.8%
of the graduates from Nebraska high schools took the SAT, an increase of 0.2% from the
previous year. (See Table A4.2 in Appendix 4 for supporting data.)

Figure 1.17

Percentages of Nebraska High School Graduates
Who Took the ACT Assessment and/or the SAT I: Reasoning Test
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'Data Sources: ACT, Inc. and College Examination Board.
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Nebraska SAT |: Reasoning Test Scores

» Between 2004 and 2005, the average scores of the Nebraska high school students who took

the SAT I. Reasoning Test increased by three points on the mathematics component of the

test and five points on the verbal component.

Figure 1.18
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625

600 -

575

550

525 ~

Nebraska SAT I: Reasoning Test Scores

500 -

576 in
2004

579 in
2005

569 in

SAT I: Math Scores

2004

574 in
2005

SAT I: Verbal Scores

'Data Source: College Examination Board, State Reports, 2004 and 2005.

* Asshown in Table 1.9, the average math and verbal scores of Nebraska high school

students who took the test continued to be well above the national averages in 2005.

Table 1.9
National and Nebraska Average SAT |: Reasoning Test Scores
2000 - 2005
SAT I: Math Scores SAT I: Verbal Scores

Year National Nebraska National Nebraska

Average Average Average Average
2000 514 571 505 560
2001 514 568 506 562
2002 516 570 504 561
2003 519 578 507 573
2004 518 576 508 569
2005 520 579 508 574

'Data Source: College Examination Board, State Reports, 2000-2005.
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Nebraska ACT Composite Scores

* Asshown in Figure 1.19, the average ACT composite score for Nebraska high school seniors
increased to 21.8 in 2005, up from 21.7 for the previous three years.

» Asalso shown in Figure 1.19, Nebraska’s average composite score continued to be above
the national average by about one point on the 36-point scale of the ACT.

Figure 1.19

Comparison of Nebraska and National Average ACT Composite Scores
2000 - 2005
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!Data Source: ACT, Inc.

ACT defines a core college-preparatory program (or what is simply called “the core™)
as consisting of four years of English and three or more years each of social studies, science,
and mathematics (starting with Algebra I). Specifically, the core is defined as consisting of the
following courses:

4 years of English (English 9, English 10, English 11, and English 12)
3 years of Math (selected from Algebra I, Algebra 11, Geometry, Trigonometry, and Calculus)

3 years of Social Sciences (selected from American History, World History, American
Government, Economics, Geography, and Psychology)

3 years or more of Natural Sciences  (selected from General/Physical/Earth Science,
Biology, Chemistry, and Physics)
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Research conducted by ACT, Inc. has repeatedly confirmed that students who complete

the high school core generally score higher on the ACT Assessment and are more likely to
successfully progress through postsecondary education programs than students who do not
complete the core courses recommended for students preparing to go to college. Furthermore,

recent research conducted by ACT, Inc. indicates that students who take rigorous courses beyond
the recommended minimum number of core courses are even more likely to be ready for college

than students who take the minimum core. This research also indicates that students whose

coursework beyond the core includes advanced courses in mathematics, such as trigonometry or
calculus, as well as courses in biology, chemistry, and physics are the likeliest of all high school
students to be ready for college-level coursework." Consequently, it is important to monitor the

average ACT composite scores and percentages of students who complete the core — or more
than the core — as compared to the students who take less than the minimum core courses.

* Asshown in Figure 1.20, Nebraska students who have taken or plan to take the core college

preparatory courses in high school have consistently scored higher on the ACT than the

students who have completed or plan to complete less than the minimum core.

Note: Students self-report information pertaining to the courses they have taken or plan
to take before they graduate from high school when they register to take the ACT.

Figure 1.20

Nebraska Average ACT Composite Scores of Students Who Took
the College-Preparatory Core and Students Who Did Not Take the Core
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'Data Source: ACT High School Profile Reports, State Composites for Nebraska, 2000-2005.

'Executive Summary, Crisis at the Core: Preparing All Students for College and Work, ACT, Inc., page 3.
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As also shown in Figure 1.20 on the preceding page, there was no change between 2004
and 2005 in the average ACT composite score for the students who took the core or more.
There was, however, a slight increase in the average ACT composite score for students
who took less than the core, explaining why the overall average composite score for
Nebraska increased from 21.7 to 21.8 between 2004 and 2005.

Although the average ACT composite score for students who took the core or more did
not change between 2004 and 2005, there was an increase in the percentage of ACT-tested
students who reported that they had taken or expected to take the core or more before they
graduated from high school, as illustrated in Figure 1.21. (See Table A4.3 in Appendix 4
for supporting data.)

Figure 1.21

Percentages of Nebraska’s ACT-Tested Students in 2004 and 2005
Who Reported the Courses They Had Taken or Expected
to Take Before They Graduated from High School*
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!Data Source: ACT High School Profile Reports, State Composites for Nebraska, 2000-2005.
See Table A4.3 in Appendix 4 for supporting data.
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» Between 2004 and 2005, the percentages of Nebraska’s ACT-tested students who reported
that they had taken or planned to take more than the minimum core increased or decreased,

depending on the subject-matter area.

* Asevidenced in Table 1.10, the percentages of Nebraska students who took more than the
minimum core classes in English and mathematics decreased by 0.6% and 0.1%, respectively,
while the percentages of students who took more than the minimum courses in the social
sciences and included biology, chemistry, and physics in their studies increased by 3.3%

and 3.7%.

Table 1.10

Numbers and Percentages of Nebraska’s ACT-Tested Students in 2004 and 2005

Who Took More than the Minimum College-Preparatory Core*

Academic Preparation 2004 2005 Difference
Beyond the Minimum Core No. of % of No. of % of between
Students | Students? | Students | Students® | Percentages
English
4 years of English 9,239 58.6% 8,862 58.0% - 0.6%
plus a course in Speech
Mathematics
3 math courses
olus at least one math 7,239 46.0% 7,000 45.9% -0.1%
course beyond Algebra Il
Social Science
4 or more 7,117 45.3% 7,397 48.6% +3.3%
social science courses
Natural Science
3 or 4 natural science 7339 | 46.8% | 7.666 | 50.5% +3.7%

courses including Biology,
Chemistry, and Physics

Source: ACT, Inc.

“Based on the total number of students tested who provided information about the courses they had completed

or planned to complete by the end of the 2003-2004 academic year

*Based on the total number of students tested who provided information about the courses they had completed

or planned to complete by the end of the 2004-2005 academic year.
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Nebraska ACT Composite Scores by Race/Ethnicity

» Asshown in Figure 1.22, Nebraska’s Hispanics, Native Americans, and black non-Hispanics
have lower average ACT composite scores than their white non-Hispanic and Asian or
Pacific Islander high school classmates.

» Asalso illustrated in Figure 1.22, between 2004 and 2005 the average ACT composite
score for Nebraska’s Native Americans increased from 18.7 to 19.1. For each of the other
racial/ethnic groups, the average ACT composite score stayed the same in 2005 as it was in
2004, or it increased or decreased by only a tenth of a point on the ACT 36-point scale.

Figure 1.22

Nebraska Average ACT Composite Scores by Race/Ethnicity
2004 and 2005 Compared*
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Hispanic) Islander American Hispanic)

!Data Source: ACT High School Profile Reports, State Composites for Nebraska, 2004 and 2005.
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» Key Point: Taking “the core or more” helps all students. Regardless of race/ethnicity,
the average ACT composite score for students who take the core or more is higher than the
average score for students who take less than the core, as illustrated in Figure 1.23. (See
Table A4.4 in _Appendix 4 for supporting data.)

Figure 1.23

2005 Nebraska ACT Composite Scores for Students
Who Took the College-Preparatory Core or More and
Students Who Took Less than the Core by Race/Ethnicity’
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O ACT composite for Less than Core B ACT composite for Core or More

'Data Source: ACT High School Profile Report, State Composite for Nebraska, 2005.
See Table A4.4 in Appendix 4 for supporting data.
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* Assummarized in Figure 1.24, lower percentages of Hispanic and Native American students
reported that they took or planned to take the core or more than did their white non-Hispanic
and Asian or Pacific Islander classmates. (See Table A4.4 in Appendix 4 for supporting
data.)

» The percentage of black non-Hispanic students in Nebraska who took the core or more is
not included in Figure 1.24 due to unexplained variability in the number of students who
self-reported information about the courses they took or planned to take before they
graduated from high school. However, as a point of reference, the national percentage
of black non-Hispanics who take the core or more is 58.7%."

Figure 1.24

Percentage of Nebraska Students
Who Took the College-Preparatory Core or More by Race/Ethnicity’

100.0%

75.8%

75.0% - 71.9%

58.8% 58.9%

50.0% +

Percentage of Students
Who Took the Core or More

25.0% +

0.0% -
White (non- Asian/Pacific Hispanic Native American
Hispanic) Islander

'Data Source: ACT High School Profile Report, State Composite for Nebraska, 2005.
See Table A4.4 in Appendix 4 for supporting data.

'ACT High School Profile Report, State Composite for Nebraska, 2005, National Report, page 3.
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1.1.c Increase the proportion of Nebraska high school graduates who enroll in
postsecondary education.

Increasing the proportion of Nebraska high school graduates who go to college is another
strategic approach recommended by the 2003 LR 174 Task Force to increase the number of
students who are enter postsecondary institutions in Nebraska. Consequently, this section
focuses on the state’s college continuation rate or, in other words, the percentage of Nebraska
students who enroll in postsecondary education after they graduate from high school.

Nebraska College Continuation Rates

» The estimated college continuation rate is the number of Nebraska-resident first-time
freshmen who graduated from high school within the past 12 months, which is determined
from data collected every two years by the National Center for Education Statistics, divided
by the number of students who graduated from Nebraska high schools during the previous
school year.

» Asevidenced in Figure 1.25, the estimated college continuation rate for Nebraska high
school graduates who attended degree-granting institutions anywhere in the United States
rose from 61.6% in fall 2002 to 62.5% in fall 2004, an increase of 0.9%.

» See Table A5.1 in Appendix 5 for supporting data and a technical note.

Figure 1.25

College Continuation Rates for First-Time Freshmen
with Nebraska Residency Who Attended Degree-Granting Institutions
in the United States within 12 Months of High School Graduation
1996-1997 — 2004-2005"
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'Data Sources: Nebraska Department of Education and National Center for Education Statistics,
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), fall 1996-2004 surveys. See Table A5.1
in Appendix 5 for supporting data.
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» The higher college continuation rate in 2004 resulted in a 1.6% increase in the number
of Nebraska-resident first-time freshmen who attended degree-granting institutions within
12 months of graduating from high school, even though there was only a 0.3% increase in the
number of Nebraska high school graduates between 2002 and 2004. (See Table A5.1 in

Appendix 5 for supporting data.)

* Adding the number of high school graduates who attended non-degree-granting institutions
increases the estimated college continuation rate for Nebraska, but only slightly.

» Asillustrated in Figure 1.26, the college continuation rate for Nebraska students who
graduated in the high school class of 2004 and attended degree-granting and non-degree-
granting colleges in fall 2004 was 63.1%, a 0.2% increase from the 62.9% continuation rate
in 2002.

» See Table A5.2 in Appendix 5 for supporting data and technical notes.

Figure 1.26

College Continuation Rate for First-Time Freshmen
with Nebraska Residency Who Attended Degree-Granting
and Non-Degree-Granting Institutions in the United States

within 12 Months of High School Graduation

2002-2003 Compared to 2004-2005"

30,000 -
21,666 21,718
High School High School
Graduates Graduates
13,631 13,704
(62.9%) (63.1%0)
Continued Continued

to College to College

Number of High School Graduates
and Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen

2002 2004

'Data Sources: Nebraska Department of Education, August 2005, and National Center for Education
Statistics, IPEDS Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 surveys. Includes full-time and part-time students.
See Table A5.2 in Appendix 5 for supporting data.
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» The most recent national study of college continuation rates is limited to students who
attended degree-granting institutions as first-time freshmen. However, based on the
comparisons in this study, Nebraska’s college continuation rate is above the national rate
and higher than the rates for many other states.*

Percentages of Students Who Continue Their Education at Four-Year and Two-Year
Degree-Granting Institutions

» Of related interest are the percentages of recent high school graduates who attend degree-
granting four-year and two-year public and private (independent) colleges. As shown in
Figure 1.27, higher percentages of Nebraska-resident first-time freshmen attended private
four-year and public two-year colleges in 2004 than in 2002. Conversely, lower percentages
attended public four-year and private two-year institutions within one year of graduating
from high school.

Figure 1.27

Percentages of First-Time Freshmen with Nebraska Residency
Who Attended Four-Year and Two-Year Degree-Granting Institutions
Within 12 Months of High School Graduation
2002-2003 Compared to 2004-2005*
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'Date Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students. See Table A5.3 in Appendix 5 for supporting data.

'Source: Postsecondary Education OPPORTUNITY, www.postsecondary.org, 2002 College Continuation Rate
Comparisons by State included in the Spreadsheet for Chance for College, October 2004. The details of this study
are not included in this report because the number of high school graduates used in computing Nebraska’s college
continuation rate is higher than the official number from the Nebraska Department of Education, resulting in an
underestimated rate. Since it is not known whether the rates reported for other states are underestimated to the same
degree, it is only safe to say that Nebraska’s college continuation rate is above the national average and higher than
the rates for many other states.
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» Asalso shown in Figure 1.27 on the preceding page, the net effect of these changes was that
a slightly lower percentage of Nebraska resident first-time freshmen attended degree-granting

four-year institutions in 2004 than in 2002, while a slightly higher percentage enrolled at
two-year schools within one year of their high school graduation. (See Table A5.2 in

Appendix 5 for supporting data.)
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1.2 The state’s postsecondary education system must more actively recruit Nebraska
high school graduates in order to increase the proportion of these graduates who
pursue their postsecondary education in Nebraska.

The 2003 LR 174 Higher Education Task Force recommended increasing the proportion
of Nebraska high school graduates who pursue their postsecondary education in their home state
as one approach to increasing college enrollment in Nebraska.

The best available estimate of the proportion of Nebraska high school graduates who
pursue their postsecondary education in Nebraska is the number of students with Nebraska
residency who enroll at Nebraska degree-granting institutions as first-time freshmen within
a year of graduating from high school, compared to the number who go out of state to college.
Nebraska-resident first-time freshmen who start college at Nebraska or out-of-state degree-
granting institutions more than 12 months after they graduated from high school are also of
interest. However, since it is likely that a higher percentage of them graduated from high schools
outside Nebraska, they are considered separately in this analysis.

The data used to analyze the enrollment trends of Nebraska-resident first-time freshmen
are collected every two years through the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System
(IPEDS). See Explanatory Note A6.1 in Appendix 6 for more information on the collection
and limitations of these data.

Changes in the Number of Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen Enrolled
at Degree-Granting Institutions by Length of Time Since High School Graduation

» Between fall 2002 and fall 2004, there was a slight increase in the number of Nebraska-
resident first-time freshmen who attended degree-granting institutions within one year of
high school graduation, but there was a much larger decrease in the number of first-time
freshmen who enrolled in college more than a year after they graduated from high school, as
shown in Table 1.11. As a result, total enrollment of Nebraska-resident first-time freshmen
at degree-granting institutions decreased by 5.6% over the two-year period.

Table 1.11
Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen Enrolled at Degree-Granting
Postsecondary Institutions Classified by Length of Time Since High School Graduation
Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

Number and Percentage of Nebraska-Resident | Change
First-Time Freshmen Enrolled at Nebraska in the
Length of Time Since and Out-of-State Postsecondary Institutions Number
High School Graduation Fall 2002 Fall 2004 of
n % n % Students
Gr_aduated during the 12 Months 13.349 67.3% 13,565 79 4% + 916
Prior to College Enrollment
Graduated More than 12 Months 6,497 | 32.7% 5,178 27 6% -1319
Prior to College Enrollment
Total | 19,846 | 100.0% 18,743 100.0% -1,103

'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students.
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In-State and Out-of-State Enrollments of Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen

Who Graduated from High School Within 12 Months of College Enrollment

The increase of 216 students between 2002 and 2004, shown in Table 1.11 on the preceding
page, is attributable to an increase of 165 Nebraska-resident first time freshmen who enrolled
at out-of-state degree-granting schools within 12 months of high school graduation and an
increase of 51 students who pursued their postsecondary education at degree-granting
institutions in Nebraska. (See Table A6.1 in Appendix 6 for supporting data.)

As illustrated in Figure 1.28, the enrollment increases between fall 2002 and fall 2004
resulted in a lower percentage of Nebraska-resident first-time freshmen starting college
in Nebraska, while a higher percentage pursued their postsecondary education out of state.

Consequently, contrary to the recommended objective of the 2003 LR 174 Higher Education
Task Force, the estimated proportion of Nebraska high school graduates who pursued their
postsecondary education in Nebraska decreased, rather than increased, between fall 2002
and fall 2004.

Figure 1.28

Number and Percentage of Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska and Out-of-State Degree-Granting Institutions
Within 12 Months of Graduation from High School
Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

18,000
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Nebraska Nebraska
Colleges Colleges

Who Graduated from High School
Within 12 Months of Enrollment

Number of Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen

Fall 2002 Fall 2004

'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students. See Table A6.1 in Appendix 6 for supporting data.
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» Asillustrated in Figure 1.29, the decrease in the percentage of recent Nebraska high school
graduates who pursued their postsecondary education in their home state is attributable to
the fact that the University of Nebraska and Nebraska state colleges attracted fewer of these
students in fall 2004 than in fall 2002.

» The decreases in the enrollment experienced by the University of Nebraska and Nebraska
state colleges were offset by enrollment increases at Nebraska community colleges,
independent institutions, and private degree-granting career schools, so that there was a
net increase of 51 Nebraska-resident first-time freshmen who enrolled at Nebraska colleges
within 12 months of high school graduation. (See Table A6.2 in Appendix 2 for supporting
data.)

» However, as previously mentioned, out-of-state degree-granting schools attracted 165 more
Nebraska-resident freshmen in fall 2004 than in fall 2002, resulting in a net decrease in
the percentage of recent high school graduates who stayed in Nebraska to pursue their
postsecondary education.

» See the March 7, 2005 Supplement to the 2004 Baseline Report for the LR 174 Higher
Education Task Force for detailed information on the out-of-state colleges and universities
attended by Nebraska-resident first-time freshmen, available on the Commission Web site,
WWW.ccpe.state.ne.us.

Figure 1.29

Changes in the Numbers of Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska Degree-Granting Institutions
Within 12 Months of Graduation from High School
Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004
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Change in Number of Resident-Nebraska Students Fall 2002 to Fall 2004

'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students. See Table A6.2 in Appendix 6 for supporting data.
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In-State and Out-of-State Enrollments of Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Who Graduated from High School More than 12 Months Prior to College Enrollment

» Between fall 2002 and fall 2004, there was a significant decrease in the number of first-time
freshmen with Nebraska residency who started their postsecondary studies at degree-granting
institutions in Nebraska more than a year after they graduated from high school. Specifically,

1,310 fewer of these freshmen attended Nebraska colleges in fall 2004 than in fall 2002.

* In contrast, during the same two-year period, only nine fewer first-time freshmen from
Nebraska went to out-of-state colleges more than 12 months after graduating from high
school. (See Table A6.3 in Appendix 6 for supporting data.)

» Asshown in Figure 1.30, the net effect of these enrollment decreases was that a lower

percentage of the students who graduated from high school more than a year before college
enrollment attended Nebraska postsecondary institutions in fall 2004 than in fall 2002, while

a higher percentage chose to go out of state, even though the number of students who
attended out-of-state schools decreased slightly.

Figure 1.30

Number and Percentage of Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska and Out-of-State Degree-Granting Institutions
More than 12 Months After Graduation from High School
Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004
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'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students. See Table A6.3 in Appendix 6 for supporting data.
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As illustrated in Figure 1.31, all of the sectors of higher education in Nebraska experienced

declines in the number of first-time freshmen who enrolled in college more than a year after

high school graduation, except for the state colleges, which experienced a small gain.

The greatest declines in this category of students were experienced by the Nebraska

community colleges and the private career schools. Together, these institutions accounted
for more than 75% of the total decrease of 1,310 students. (See Table A6.4 in Appendix 6

for supporting data.)

The reasons for this significant decline are not known, but economic conditions, higher
tuitions, and the call-up of students in the military due to the war in Iraq are three of the

factors that may have adversely affected the enrollments of Nebraska residents who did not

go to college immediately or soon after they graduated from high school.

Figure 1.31

Changes in the Numbers of Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska Degree-Granting Institutions
More than 12 Months After Graduation from High School
Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004
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'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students. See Table A6.4 in Appendix 6 for supporting data.
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1.3 The state’s postsecondary education system must more actively recruit non-Nebraska
high school graduates in order to increase the number of such students who pursue
postsecondary education in Nebraska.

The 2003 LR 174 Higher Education Task Force recommended that non-Nebraska high
school graduates should be more actively recruited to increase college enrollments in Nebraska.
The data used to determine the total number of out-of-state and foreign students who enroll as
first-time freshmen at Nebraska colleges and universities are collected every two years through
the fall survey of the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS). Consequently,
this section focuses on the changes that occurred in the enrollment of non-Nebraska students
between fall 2002 and fall 2004."

Non-Nebraska First-Time Freshmen Who Attend Nebraska Colleges and Universities

» Asshown in Figure 1.32, Nebraska’s colleges and universities attracted about the same
number of non-Nebraska first-time freshmen in fall 2002 and fall 2004.

Figure 1.32

Total Number of Non-Nebraska First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska Degree-Granting and Non-Degree-Granting Institutions
Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004
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!Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students.

Counts of non-Nebraska students include foreign students, but they do not include students with unknown states
of residence or students for whom no residence information was reported to the NCES but who are counted by the
NCES as a balance/correction factor so that the residence totals equal enroliment totals. All of the students with
unknown states of residence are excluded from the figures in this report because there is no way of knowing how
many of these students are from Nebraska or from other states or countries, and there also is no way of determining
when any of these students graduated from high school.
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* In both years, about 98% of all non-Nebraska first-time freshmen attended degree-granting
colleges, while less than 2% were enrolled at non-degree-granting schools.! (See Table A6.5
in Appendix 6 for supporting data.)

» Between 2002 and 2004, degree-granting institutions in Nebraska attracted a higher number
of non-Nebraskans who went to college within a year of high school graduation, but a lower
number of out-of-state and foreign students who started college more than a year after they
graduated from high school.

» Consequently, as shown in Table 1.12, the enrollment of non-Nebraskans at Nebraska
degree-granting institutions increased by only 21 students (0.7%) between 2002 and 2004.

Table 1.12
Non-Nebraska First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska Degree-Granting Postsecondary Institutions
Classified by Length of Time Since High School Graduation
Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

Number and Percentage of Non-Nebraska Change
First-Time Freshmen Enrolled at in the
Length of Time Since Nebraska Degree-Granting Institutions Number
High School Graduation Fall 2002 Fall 2004 of
n % n % Students
Gr_aduated during the 12 Months 2281 75.3% 2 424 79.4% +143
Prior to College Enrollment
Gr_aduated More than 12 Months 750 24.7% 628 20.6% 199
Prior to College Enrollment
Total 3,031 | 100.0% 3,052 | 100.0% +21

'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys. Counts include
full-time and part-time students. Counts include foreign students. Counts do not include students with reported
unknown states of residence and students for whom no residence information was reported.

» Infall 2003, Nebraska degree-granting institutions attracted 2,281 non-Nebraska first-time
freshmen who graduated from high school within 12 months of college enroliment, compared
to 2,424 non-Nebraskans in 2004, a 6.3% increase of 143 students, as evidenced in Table 1.12.

* Asshown in Figure 1.33 on the next page, the net increase of 143 students is attributable
primarily to the increased number of non-Nebraskans who attended independent colleges and
universities in fall 2004.

'Non-Nebraska first-time freshmen who attended non-degree granting schools are excluded from the remainder

of this analysis because the NCES does not require non-degree-granting schools to submit enroliment data by state
or country of residence. As a result, the student residence data obtained from non-degree-granting schools is
incomplete and inconsistent from one IPEDS survey to the next.
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* Nebraska state colleges and the private career schools also experienced small gains in the
number of non-Nebraskans that they attracted, but these gains were more than offset by a
decreased enrollment of out-of-state and foreign students at the University of Nebraska,
as illustrated in Figure 1.33. (See Table A6.6 in Appendix 6 for supporting data.)

Figure 1.33

Changes in the Numbers of Non-Nebraska First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska Degree-Granting Institutions
Within 12 Months of Graduation from High School

Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004
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'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students. See Table A6.6 in Appendix 6 for supporting data.

* The net increase in the number of out-of-state and foreign students who came to Nebraska
as first-time freshmen within 12 months of high school graduation is of interest because
this category of students is equivalent to Nebraska-resident first-time freshmen who start
college within a year of graduating from high school. As will be shown in the next section,
a comparison of these two groups of students provides an estimate of whether Nebraska is
exporting more high school graduates as first-time freshmen than it is attracting from
other states and foreign countries.

e Table A6.7 and Table A6.8 in Appendix 6 provide detailed listings by institution of the
numbers of first-time freshmen with Nebraska, out-of-state, and foreign residencies who
were enrolled at degree-granting colleges and universities within 12 months of high school
graduation for fall 2002 and fall 2004, respectively. These tables are included to show
how the numbers and percentages of Nebraska and non-Nebraska students vary from year
to year, and from one institution to another within the state.
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Net Migration of Nebraska and Non-Nebraska First-Time Freshmen

Data summarized in the preceding sections can be used to calculate the net migration
of first-time freshmen who attended degree-granting colleges and universities within one year
of high school graduation, as illustrated in Figure 1.34.

* Infall 2002 and fall 2004, more first-time freshmen who attended degree-granting schools
within a year of graduating from high school left Nebraska to go to college than came to
Nebraska to begin their postsecondary education.

Figure 1.34

Net Migration of First-Time Freshmen Who Attended Degree-Granting
Postsecondary Institutions Within 12 Months of High School Graduation
Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

Fall 2002
In-Migration Out-Migration
2,281 Non-Nebraskans ‘ 2,513 Nebraskans
Enrolled at Nebraska Enrolled at Out-of-State
Colleges & Universities Colleges & Universities

Net Migration = - 232 Students

Fall 2004
In-Migration Out-Migration
2,424 Non-Nebraskans 2,678 Nebraskans
Enrolled at Nebraska Enrolled at Out-of-State
Colleges & Universities Colleges & Universities

Net Migration = - 254 Students
Change in Net Migration Fall 2002 to Fall 2004 = - 22 Students

'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys. Counts
include full-time and part-time students. Counts of non-Nebraskans include foreign students. Counts do
not include students with reported unknown states of residence and students for whom no residence
information was reported. See Table A6.9 in Appendix 6 for supporting data.
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» While the difference in net migration between fall 2002 and fall 2004 was only 22 students,
this change was in the opposite direction of what is desirable for the state.’

* In line with the recommendations of the 2003 LR 174 Higher Education Task Force, more
out-of-state and foreign first-time freshmen who recently graduated from high school were
attracted to Nebraska postsecondary institutions in fall 2004 than in fall 2002. However,
contrary to the task force’s recommendations, an even higher number of Nebraska-resident
first-time freshmen went out of state to attend college within a year of graduating from high
school, resulting in a greater negative net migration in 2004 than in 2002.

! The net migration numbers reported in this section are the best possible estimates, given the data available from the
National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS). However, the
estimated net migration of Nebraska-resident students and non-Nebraskans for fall 2002 and fall 2004 may be
slightly underestimated or overestimated due to the fact that not all degree-granting institutions consistently report
their numbers of first-time freshmen who graduated from high school within 12 months of college enrollment by
state or country of residency. Bellevue University, Concordia University, and The Creative Center did not submit
this information to the NCES in 2002, but they submitted residency information in 2004. Conversely, in 2004,
Nebraska Indian Community College, Nebraska Methodist College, Union College, and Vatterott College (Deerfield
Campus) did not submit residency information about their freshmen who had enrolled within 12 months of high
school graduation, even though they had submitted this type of information in 2002. Since there may be similar
reporting errors in other states where Nebraska first-time freshmen attended colleges in fall 2002 or fall 2004, there
is no way of knowing how Nebraska’s net migration numbers should be adjusted to compensate for such errors.
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1.4 Increase the number and proportion of Nebraska postsecondary students who are
currently underrepresented in the state’s higher education system.

The 2003 LR 174 Higher Education Task Force recommended increasing the number
and percentage of underrepresented students as another approach to increasing the enrollment
of Nebraska’s postsecondary institutions. To determine the extent to which this strategic
objective is being achieved, the following analysis focuses on the changes that occurred between
fall 2003 and fall 2004 in the numbers of white non-Hispanics and minority students who were
enrolled as first-time freshmen at Nebraska colleges and on the extent to which each racial/ethnic
group has been represented in the state’s postsecondary education system.

Changes in the Numbers of First-Time Freshmen Enrolled at Nebraska Institutions

* Infall 2004, a total of 18,460 first-time freshmen of known race/ethnicity were enrolled at
Nebraska’s degree-granting and non-degree-granting institutions, an 8.0% decrease from the
total of 20,060 first-time freshmen in fall 2003.

* Infall 2003, white non-Hispanics accounted for 89% of the first-time freshmen, while
minorities accounted for 11%. Of the first-time freshmen enrolled in fall 2004, 88% were
white non-Hispanics and 12% were minorities.

» Asshown in Figure 1.35, slightly higher numbers of Hispanics and Native Americans
enrolled in college in fall 2004 than in fall 2003, while the number of Asians/Pacific Islanders
remained the same.

Figure 1.35

Changes in the Numbers of Minority Students
Enrolled as First-Time Freshmen at Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions
Fall 2003 Compared to Fall 2004
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'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes part-time students, but not foreign students or students of unknown race/ethnicity.
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In comparison, the number of black non-Hispanics who enrolled at Nebraska colleges as
first-time freshmen was lower in fall 2004 than in fall 2003.

The net effect of these changes is that there were only 18 more minority students attending

Nebraska colleges as first-time freshmen in fall 2004 than in fall 2003, an increase of 0.8%.

In contrast, there were 1,582 fewer white non-Hispanic first-time freshmen in Nebraska’s
postsecondary education system in fall 2004 than in fall 2003, a decrease of 8.8%. (See
Table A7.1 in Appendix 7 for supporting data.)

As shown in Figure 1.36, all sectors of higher education in Nebraska experienced declines
in the number of white non-Hispanics enrolled as first-time freshmen in fall 2004. The
lowest percentage decreases were experienced by the University of Nebraska (5.3%) and
the independent colleges and universities (3.0%), while the highest percentage decrease
was evidenced at the non-degree-granting career schools (19.9%). In comparison, the state
colleges, community colleges, and degree-granting career schools experienced decreases in
the range of 11% to 13%. (See Table A7.2 in Appendix 7 for supporting data.)

The declines illustrated in Figure 1.36 are higher than would be expected, given that the
number of white non-Hispanics who graduated from all of Nebraska’s high schools
decreased from 21,972 in 2002-2003 to 21,718 in 2003-2004, a decrease of 254 students.

Figure 1.36

Changes in the Numbers of White Non-Hispanics
Enrolled as First-Time Freshmen (FTF) at Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions
Fall 2003 Compared to Fall 2004
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'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes part-time students, but not foreign students or students of unknown race/ethnicity.
See Table A7.2 in Appendix 7 for supporting data.
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Racial/Ethnic Representation in Nebraska’s Postsecondary Education System in Fall 2004

The following analysis examines the extent to which students in each racial/ethnic
group have been represented in Nebraska’s postsecondary education system. In this analysis,
students in a racial/ethnic category are considered to be “underrepresented” if they accounted for
a smaller percentage of the first-time college freshmen at Nebraska institutions than they did of
the students who graduated from Nebraska high schools the preceding year. Conversely, students
are considered to be “overrepresented” if they accounted for a larger percentage of first-time
college freshmen than they did of the students who graduated from high school the year before.

» Asevidenced in section 1.1.a of this report, disproportionately lower percentages of black
non-Hispanics, Hispanics, and Native Americans graduate from Nebraska high schools as
a result of the fact that their graduation rates are significantly lower than the high school
graduation rates for white non-Hispanics and Asians/Pacific Islanders.

» However, as the following analysis reveals, minority students who graduate from high school
tend to be represented among first-time college freshmen in Nebraska to about the same
degree as white non-Hispanics.

Figure 1.37

Percentages of 2003-2004 Nebraska High School Graduates and First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska Degree-Granting and Non-Degree-Granting
Postsecondary Institutions in Fall 2004
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White (non-  Asian/Pacific Hispanic Native Black (non-
Hispanic) Islander American Hispanic)
‘ % of 2003-2004 High School Graduates ® % of Fall 2004 First-Time Freshmen ‘

'Data Sources: Nebraska Department of Education, August 2005, and the National Center for
Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys. Percentages of high school
graduates include graduates of public and nonpublic schools, educational service units, and
state-operated schools. Percentages of first-time freshmen include part-time students, but
not foreign students or students of unknown race/ethnicity. See the second half of Table A7.3
in Appendix 7 for supporting data.
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» Asshown in Figure 1.37 on the previous page, white non-Hispanics were slightly
underrepresented among the first-time freshmen in Nebraska’s postsecondary education
system in fall 2004, even though they accounted for 88.3% of the first-time freshmen who
were enrolled at degree-granting and non-degree-granting institutions within the state.

» Hispanics were also underrepresented in 2004, accounting for 4.4% of the Nebraska high
school graduates in 2003-2004, but representing 4.0% of the first-time freshmen who were
enrolled at Nebraska colleges in fall 2004.

* In comparison to Hispanics, other minority students were equally represented or slightly
overrepresented among the first-time freshmen at Nebraska’s postsecondary institutions
in fall 2004, relative to the extent that they were represented among the state’s high school
graduates in 2003-2004.

» See the second half of Table A7.3 in Appendix 7 for supporting data.

A Comparison of the Representation of Racial/Ethnic Groups in Fall 2003 and Fall 2004

Determining if there was any change between fall 2003 and fall 2004 in the pattern of
racial/ethnic representation in Nebraska’s postsecondary education system is complicated by the
fact that fewer white non-Hispanics and more minority students graduated from Nebraska high
schools in 2003-2004 than in 2002-2003. However, comparing the percentage distributions of
high school graduates in 2002-2003 and 2003-2004 to the percentage distributions of first-time
freshmen in fall 2003 and fall 2004 reveals that there was no more than a 0.2% change in the
extent to which any racial/ethnic group was underrepresented or overrepresented among the
first-time freshmen in Nebraska’s postsecondary system. (See Table A7.3 in Appendix 7
for supporting data.)

Given that there was effectively no change between fall 2003 and fall 2004 in the extent
to which white non-Hispanics and minority students were generally represented in Nebraska’s
postsecondary education system, the remainder of this section focuses on more specific patterns
of first-time freshmen enrollment in fall 2004.

The Types of Institutions Most Frequently Attended by Each Racial/Ethnic Group

One approach to analyzing the representation of white non-Hispanics and minorities is
to examine the percentage of students in each racial/ethnic group who attend each of the major
types of institutions within Nebraska’s postsecondary education system, as shown in Table 1.13
on the next page.

» In fall 2004, white non-Hispanics most frequently enrolled as first-time freshmen at the
state’s community colleges and the schools constituting the University of Nebraska, as
evidenced in Table 1.13.

» Relatively high percentages of Asians/Pacific Islanders also started college at the University
of Nebraska and community colleges, and about an equally high percentage enrolled at the
state’s independent colleges and universities as first-time freshmen.
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At least 20% of the Hispanics started their postsecondary studies at the University of
Nebraska or at independent institutions, but more than 40% enrolled at community colleges.

Compared to the other racial/ethnic groups, lower percentages of Native Americans were
first-time freshmen at Nebraska community colleges or the University of Nebraska. Instead,

more Native Americans enrolled at independent institutions, including the Nebraska Indian

Community College and Little Priest Tribal College, which are two-year institutions. (See

Table A7.4 in Appendix 7 for a more detailed presentation of Native American enrollments

at independent institutions.)

Like white non-Hispanics and Hispanics, black non-Hispanics most frequently enrolled as
first-time freshmen at Nebraska community colleges. However, more than 20% attended
degree-granting private career schools, while less than 20% attended the institutions
constituting the University of Nebraska.

Table 1.13
Nebraska First-Time Freshmen Sector Enroliments by Race/Ethnicity
Fall 2004"
No. of % of No. of % of No. of % of
Sector of Students Students Students Students Students Students
Higher Education White Non-Hispanic Asian/Pacific Hispanic
Islander
University of Nebraska 5,300 32.5% 125 34.3% 199 26.8%
Nebraska State Colleges 999 6.1% 4 1.1% 24 3.2%
Community Colleges 5,841 35.8% 108 29.7% 317 42.7%
Independent Colleges
and Universities 2,977 18.3% 112 30.8% 150 20.2%
Degree-Granting
Private Career Schools 736 4.5% 12 3.3% 30 4.0%
Non-Degree-Granting
Private Career Schools 450 2.8% 3 0.8% 23 3.1%
Total | 16,303 100.0% 364 100.0% 743 | 100.0%
Sector ANati_v € Black Non-Hispanic Total
merican
University of Nebraska 33 14.7% 159 19.3% 5,816 31.5%
Nebraska State Colleges 18 8.0% 41 5.0% 1,086 5.9%
Community Colleges 41 18.2% 291 35.3% 6,598 35.7%
Independent Colleges
and Universities 119 52.9% 111 13.5% 3,469 18.8%
Degree-Granting
Private Career Schools / 3.1% 186 22.5% 971 5.3%
Non-Degree-Granting
Private Career Schools ! 3.1% 37 4.5% 520 2.8%
Total 225 100.0% 825 100.0% 18,460 | 100.0%

'Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2004 IPEDS survey. Counts include part-time
students. Counts do not include non-resident aliens (foreign students) and students of unknown ethnicity.
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Representation of Racial/Ethnic Groups by Sector

Since different percentages of white non-Hispanics and minority students enrolled
as first-time freshmen at each of the major types of postsecondary institutions in 2004, their
representation varied across the six sectors of higher education, as shown in Table 1.14.

(A percentage is highlighted in Table 1.14 if it exceeds the Nebraska total percentage for
the racial/ethnic group.)

Table 1.14
Nebraska First-Time Freshmen Racial/Ethnic Enroliments by Sector
Fall 2004!
No. of % of No. of % of No. of % of No. of % of
Students | Students | Students | Students | Students | Students | Students | Students
Public Institutions

Race/Ethnicity University Nebraska Community Tota] Pl_Jinc

of Nebraska State Colleges Colleges Institutions
White
(non-Hispanic) 5,300 91.1% 999 92.0% 5841 | 88.6% | 12,140 | 89.9%
Asian’ 125 2.1% 4 0.4% 108 1.6% 237 1.8%
Hispanic 199 3.4% 24 2.2% 317 | 4.8% 540 |  4.0%
Native
American 33 0.6% 18 1.6% 41 0.6% 92 0.7%
Black
(non-Hispanic) 159 2.1% 41 3.8% 291 4.4% 491 3.6%
Total 5,816 | 100.0% | 1,086 | 100.0% 6,598 | 100.0% | 13,500 | 100.0%

Other Colleges and Universities

Independent Private Private Nebrask

Colleges and Degree-Granting Non-Degree eT fsl a
Race/Ethnicity Universities Career Colleges Career Schools ota
White
(non-Hispanic) 2,977 85.8% 736 75.8% 450 | 86.5% | 16,303 | 88.3%
Asian’ 112 3.2% 12 1.2% 3 0.6% 364 2.0%
Hispanic 150 4.3% 30 3.1% 23|  4.4% 743 | 4.0%
Native
American 119 3.4% 7 0.7% 7 1.4% 225 1.2%
Black
(non-Hispanic) 111 3.2% 186 19.2% 37 7.1% 825 4.5%
Total 3,469 | 100.0% 971 | 100.0% 520 | 100.0% | 18,460 | 100.0%

Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2004 IPEDS survey. Counts include part-time students.
Counts do not include non-resident aliens (foreign students) and students of unknown ethnicity.

*The Asian student group includes students of Pacific Islander descent.
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Compared to their percentage of total enrollment at Nebraska postsecondary institutions,
white non-Hispanics accounted for higher percentages of the first-time freshmen at the
University of Nebraska, the state colleges, and the community colleges.

The percentage of Asians/Pacific Islanders at the University of Nebraska was slightly higher
than the percentage of Asians/Pacific Islanders at all Nebraska postsecondary institutions,
but the percentage representation of this minority group was highest at the independent
colleges and universities.

Hispanics and Native Americans also accounted for higher percentages of the students
at the independent colleges and universities than they did across all of the postsecondary
institutions in the state. However, Hispanics represented higher percentages of the
first-time freshmen at Nebraska’s community colleges and private non-degree-granting
career schools.

Compared to their percentage enrollment at all of Nebraska’s postsecondary institutions,
Native Americans accounted for a higher percentage of the first-time freshmen at the state’s
independent colleges and universities, which include Nebraska Indian Community College
and Little Priest Tribal College. However, Native Americans also represented higher
percentages of the first-time freshmen at Nebraska’s state colleges and the private
non-degree-granting career schools.

Black non-Hispanics also accounted for a higher percentage of the first-time freshmen at
private non-degree-granting career schools, but they represented a much higher percentage
of the first-time freshmen at private degree-granting career schools, compared to their
percentage enrollment across all of Nebraska’s postsecondary institutions.
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1.5 Increase need-based financial aid in order to improve access to higher education
for Nebraskans with limited financial means.

Another strategic approach to increasing the number of students who enter postsecondary
education in Nebraska recommended by the 2003 LR 174 Higher Education Task Force is to
increase need-based financial aid as a means of improving access to higher education for
Nebraskans with limited financial resources.

The State of Nebraska provides need-based financial aid through the Nebraska State
Grant program, authorized by the Nebraska Scholarship Act and passed by the Legislature in
2003. In addition, the state provides financial aid through a system of tuition waivers at the
Nebraska state colleges and the institutions constituting the University of Nebraska. However,
tuition waivers may or may not be need-based, depending on how each institution decides to
allocate tuition waivers on the basis of merit or need.

Since the Nebraska State Grant program is the primary source of state-funded, need-
based financial aid for Nebraska residents who are attending postsecondary institutions within
the state, the analysis in this section focuses on the changes that occurred between 2003-2004
and 2004-2005 in the Nebraska State Grant program. Other sources of need-based aid also are
discussed to present a complete picture of the amount of financial aid available to Nebraskans.

The Nebraska State Grant Program and Other Sources of Title 1V Financial Aid

The Nebraska State Grant (NSG) program is one of several programs based on or
administered under the guidelines of Title IV of the U.S. Higher Education Act. These programs
provide financial aid to students attending postsecondary institutions in Nebraska and include the
following federal programs:

» Federal Pell Grant

» Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG)
» Federal Work-Study (FWS)

* Perkins Loan

» Subsidized (Sub) and Unsubsidized (Unsub) Stafford Loans

» Parent Loan for Undergraduate Students (PLUS)

Federal Pell Grants are awarded to undergraduates who have not yet earned bachelor’s
degrees and who demonstrate high financial need. Nebraska State Grants are awarded to
Nebraska-resident, Pell Grant-eligible students attending eligible Nebraska postsecondary
institutions to help students pay their educational expenses. Since Nebraska State Grants are
based on Pell Grant eligibility, a student must demonstrate financial need to receive a state grant.
(See Explanatory Note A8.1 in Appendix 8 for definitions of all of the Title IV financial aid
programs listed above.)

Funding for the Nebraska State Grant program comes from the federal government
through its regular and special Leveraging Educational Assistance Partnership (S/LEAP)
authorizations, and from the state through the Nebraska Lottery and the state’s general fund. In
2003-2004, state funds accounted for 88.2% of the $8,735,163 awarded through Nebraska state
grants. In 2004-2005, state funding increased to 93.0% of the $8,336,693 awarded through the
state grant program.
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The Nebraska State Grant Program as a Percentage of All Title 1V Financial Aid

» Asshown in Figure 1.38, Nebraska State Grants accounted for 1.7% of the $515,291,402
in Title IV financial aid that was awarded to students attending Nebraska postsecondary
institutions in 2003-2004, including loans that must be repaid.*

» Excluding loans, Nebraska State Grants accounted for 9.6% of the $90,849,991 in Title IV
financial aid awarded to Nebraska college students in 2003-2004.

» Of the $8,735,163 awarded in state grants, $7,704,305 (88.2%) was state funded, while
the remaining $1,030,858 was federally funded. As a result, the state-funded portion of
the Nebraska Grant State program accounted for 8.5% of the Title IV financial aid awarded
in 2003-2004, excluding loans.

Figure 1.38

Total Title IV Federal and State Financial Aid
Awarded at All Eligible Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions
2003-20041

Total Title IV Aid: $515,291,402

Pell Grant

$69,346,101 FSEOG*

13.5% $6,443,781
PLUS Loans 1.3%

NE State Grant

$58,673,621
11.4% \

FED Work-Study
$6,324,946
1.2%

Perkins Loans
$17,308,038
0,
Unsub Loans 3.4%
$175,722,228
34.1%

Sub Loans
$172,737,524
33.5%

*FSEOG = Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant.
!Data Sources: U.S. Department of Education Office of Postsecondary Education, Nebraska DAS
Supplements, and Nebraska CCPE, October 2005.

The interest on a Perkins Loan or a subsidized Stafford loan is paid by the federal government while the student
borrower is in college. Therefore, this interest is comparable to a grant in the sense that it does not have to be
repaid. However, for the sake of simplicity, amounts of interest paid by the federal government are included in
total loan figures quoted in this report.
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The Nebraska State Grant Program as a Percentage of Title IV Financial Aid Awarded

at Nebraska Public Institutions

For 2003-2004

Of the $515,291,402 in financial aid that was awarded to students at all of Nebraska’s
eligible postsecondary institutions, $236,880,966 (46.0%) was awarded to students
attending the state’s public institutions, including the University of Nebraska, Nebraska
state colleges, and Nebraska community colleges.

As shown in Figure 1.39, Nebraska State Grants accounted for 2.1% of the $236,880,966
in financial aid awarded by Nebraska’s public institutions in 2003-2004.

Excluding loans, state grants accounted for 8.7% of the $57,379,280 in Title IV financial
aid awarded by public institutions in 2003-2004.

The State of Nebraska provided $4,386,690 (88.2 %%) of the $4,970,800 for state grants
that were awarded at public institutions, compared to $584,100 (11.8%) provided

by the federal government. Consequently, the state-funded portion of the state grant
program accounted for 7.6% of the total Title IV financial aid awarded by Nebraska
public institutions in 2003-2004, excluding loans.

Figure 1.39

Total Title IV Federal and State Financial Aid
Awarded at Nebraska Public Postsecondary Institutions
2003-2004*

Total Title IV Aid through Public Institutions: $236,880,966

Pell Grant
PLUS L
$2(§J 526()52“(;5 $45,879,222 FSEOG*
o 19.4% $2,646,427
8.5%

1.1%

NE State Grant
$4,970,800
2.1%

Unsub Loans
$70,478,573
29.8%

FED Work-Study
$3,882,831
1.6%

Perkins Loans

$9,040,645
3.8%

Sub Loans

$79,755,942

33.7%

*FSEOG = Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant.
!Data Sources: U.S. Department of Education Office of Postsecondary Education, Nebraska DAS

Supplements, and Nebraska CCPE, October 2005.
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For 2004-2005

Nebraskans attending postsecondary institutions in Nebraska, a decrease from the previous
year of $398,470 (4.6%) that resulted from reduced federal funding for the program. The total
amount of other forms of Title IV federal financial aid that was awarded to students at all of
Nebraska’s eligible postsecondary institutions in 2004-2005 is not yet available. However,
the amount of aid awarded through each Title IV program to students attending the state’s

In 2004-2005, a total of $8,336,693 in Nebraska State Grants were awarded to

public institutions is available to compare to the amount awarded in 2003-2004.

A total of $268,680,462 Title IV financial aid was awarded to students at Nebraska’s
public postsecondary institutions in 2004-2005, an increase of $31,799,496 (13.4%)

from the preceding year.

As shown in Figure 1.40, Nebraska State Grants accounted for 1.8% of the $268,680,462

awarded to students at public institutions, including loans.

Excluding loans, a total of $59,924,364 in Title IV financial aid was awarded to students

attending public institutions in 2004-2005, an increase of 4.4% from the $57,399,280

awarded in 2003-2004.
Figure 1.40

Total Title IV Federal and State Financial Aid
Awarded at Nebraska Public Postsecondary Institutions
2004-2005"

Total Title IV Aid through Public Institutions: $268,680,462

Pell Grant
PLUS Loans $48,606,216
$29,331,327 18.1% FSEOG*

10.9% $2,677,597

1.0%

NE State Grant
$4,815,237
1.8%

FED Work-Study
$3,825,314
1.4%

Unsub Loans
$80,847,480
30.1%

Perkins Loans

$9,198,839
3.4%

Sub Loans

$89,378,452

33.3%

*FSEOG = Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant.
'Data Sources: U.S. Department of Education Office of Postsecondary Education, Nebraska DAS
Supplements, and Nebraska CCPE, October 2005.
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o Of the $59,924,364 awarded through grants or the work-study program, 8.0% was
awarded through the Nebraska State Grant program, compared to 8.7% in 2003-2004.

 State funds accounted for $4,477,478 (93%) of the $4,815,237 awarded in state grants
to students enrolled at public institutions in 2004-2005, while federal funds accounted

for the remaining $337,759 (7.0%).

* Between 2003-2004 and 2004-2005, state funding of awarded state grants increased
from $4,386,690 to $4,477,478, an increase of 2.1%. However, federal support of the
program decreased by 42.2%, from $584,110 in 2003-2004 to $337,759 in 2004-2005.

» As aresult of reduced federal funding for the Nebraska State Grant program but
increased funding for Pell Grants, the state-funded portion of the Nebraska State Grant
program accounted for 7.5% of the total Title IV financial aid, excluding loans, awarded
through Nebraska public institutions in 2004-2005, compared to 7.6% in 2003-2004,

as shown in Table 1.15.

Table 1.15

Need-Based Title IV Federal and State Financial Aid
Awarded at Nebraska Public Postsecondary Institutions
Excluding Loans: 2003-2004 Compared to 2004-2005

Need-Based 2003-2004 2004-2005
Title IV
Financial Aid AA\,Ta%gg % of Total AA\,Ta%gg % of Total | % Change
Nebraska State Grant
State-Funded $4,386,690 7.6% $4,477,478 7.5% 2.1%
Federal-Funded $584,110 1.0% $337,759 0.6% -42.2%
Total NE State Grant | $4,970,800 8.7% $4,815,237 8.0% -3.1%
Pell Grant $45,879,222 80.0% $48,606,216 81.1% 5.9%
FSEOG* $2,646,427 4.6% $2,677,597 4 5% 1.2%
Federal Work Study $3,882,831 6.8% $3,825,314 6.4% -1.5%
Total Title IVAId | o7 376 950 | 100,006 | $59,924,364 | 100.0% 4.4%
Excluding Loans

*FSEOG = Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant.

'Data Sources: U.S. Department of Education Office of Postsecondary Education, Nebraska DAS Supplements,

and Nebraska CCPE, October 2005.
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Number and Average Amount of Nebraska State Grants Awarded

» The total amount of Nebraska State Grants awarded to Nebraskans attending all eligible
postsecondary institutions in Nebraska decreased by 4.6%, from $8,735,163 in 2003-2004
to $8,336,694 in 2004-2005.

* In 2004-2005, fewer students received Nebraska State Grants, but the average awarded grant
was slightly higher than in 2003-2004, as illustrated in Figure 1.41.

» Of the 25,022 Nebraska-resident, Pell Grant-eligible students who attended postsecondary
institutions in Nebraska in 2003-2004, 52.1% received state grants. In 2004-2005, 41.9%
of the 28,992 eligible students received Nebraska state grants.

e See Table A8.1 and Table A8.2 in Appendix 8 for supporting data and for additional
information about the numbers and amounts of Nebraska State Grants awarded by sector.

Figure 1.41

Total Numbers of Students Who Received Nebraska State Grants (NSGs)
and the Average Grant Awarded: 2003-2004 Compared to 2004-2005

15,000 -

NSG's Awarded to
13,031 Students NSGs Awarded to

12,139 Students

1

$670 Average $687 Average
NSG Award NSG Award
2003-2004 2004-2005

'Data Source: Nebraska State Grant Expenditure Reports, September 2004 and September 2005

'In 2003-04, the maximum award a student could receive was 25 percent of the tuition and mandatory fees charged
to a full-time, Nebraska-resident undergraduate student attending the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL),
resulting in a maximum award of $1,032. In 2004, the Legislature changed the maximum award for the 2004-05
and 2005-06 academic years to 50 percent of the tuition and mandatory fees charged by UNL to a full-time,
Nebraska-resident undergraduate student for a maximum award of $2,389 and $2,634, respectively. The maximum
award is currently set to revert back to and remain at the 25-percent level, beginning in the 2006-2007 academic
year.
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Other Need-Based Financial Aid Programs

Although Title I1VV-related programs are the primary source of need-based financial

aid, other institution-based programs are available to assist students. Programs available through
the state’s public institutions are funded by the institutions and private sources. In addition, state
funding is provided through need-based tuition waivers offered by the Nebraska state colleges
and the institutions constituting the University of Nebraska.

The total amount of need-based financial aid, not including Title IV aid, provided to students
by Nebraska’s public institutions increased by 23.4% between 2003-2004 and 2004-2005,
and the amount of aid varied by sector, as shown in Table 1.16.

Table 1.16
Amount of Other Need-Based Financial Aid
Awarded by Public Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions by Sector

2003-2004 2004-2005
$ Amount % $ Amount %

Sector

% Change

University of Nebraska $9,843,307 78.7% | $12,514,921 81.1% 27.1%

Nebraska State Colleges 567,739 4.5% $700,431 4.5% 23.4%

Nebraska Community

$2,102,256 16.8% | $2,228,390 14.4% 6.0%
Colleges

Total Other Need-Based

0 0 o
Financial Aid $12,513,302 | 100.0% | $15,443,742 | 100.0% 23.4%

'Data Source: Nebraska DAS Supplements, October 2005.

The Total Amount of Need-Based Aid Provided Through Nebraska Public Institutions

The total amount of need-based financial aid provided to students attending Nebraska’s
public institutions, including Title IV programs and other need-based aid, but excluding
loans, increased 7.8%, from $69,892,582 in 2003-2004 to $75,368,106 in 2004-2005.

As shown in Table 1.17 on the next page, the state-funded portion of the Nebraska State
Grant program accounted for 6.3% of all of the need-based aid awarded by Nebraska
public institutions in 2003-2004, excluding loans.

As the result of increased federal funding for Title IV grants and work-study programs
combined with an increase in the funding of other need-based programs, the state-funded
portion of the Nebraska State Grant program was reduced to 5.9% of all of the need-based
aid awarded by Nebraska public institutions in 2004-2005, even though state funding of
the grant program increased by 2.1%.
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Table 1.17
Total Need-Based Financial Aid
Awarded by Public Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions,
Excluding Loans: 2003-2004 Compared to 2004-2005"
Sector 2003-2004 2004-2005 % Change
$ Amount % $ Amount %
Nebraska State Grants
State-Funded $4,386,690 6.3% | $4,477,478 5.9% 2.1%
Federal-Funded $584,110 0.8% $337,759 0.4% | -42.2%
Federal Title IV Grants 0 0 0
& Work-Study Funds $52,408,480 75.0% | $55,109,127 73.1% 5.2%
Other Need-Based Aid $12,513,302 17.9% | $15,443,742 20.5% 23.4%
Total Need-Based Aid | $69,892,582 | 100.0% | $75,368,106 | 100.0% 7.8%
'Data Source: Nebraska DAS Supplements, October 2005.
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Section 3

Reversing the Net Out-Migration
of College-Educated Nebraskans

Priority 3. Reduce out-migration of Nebraskans with high levels of educational attainment.

3.1 The state’s postsecondary education system must identify needs of existing, new
and relocating businesses.

3.2 The state’s postsecondary education system must respond to identified business
needs with instructional, research and service resources to support job creation
and new employment opportunities for individuals with high levels of educational
attainment.

Volume 2 of this report provides a summary and compilation of the reports that have been
submitted by Nebraska’s public-funded colleges and universities to describe how these institutions
are identifying and responding to the needs of businesses with instructional, research, and service
resources to support job creation and new employment opportunities for college-educated
Nebraskans. It is important for Nebraska’s public colleges and universities to actively participate
in the state’s efforts to expand and diversify economic opportunities for individuals with
education beyond high school because Nebraska has experienced an out-migration of college-
educated Nebraskans offset by an in-migration of workers with lower levels of education.

An estimate of state net migration is available every ten years when the U.S. Census is
conducted. Therefore, no new data are available since 2000. An analysis of the 2000 U.S. Census
data that evidenced Nebraska’s net labor force migration was included in the 2004 Baseline
Report for the LR 174 Higher Education Task Force. That analysis is reproduced in its entirety in
this section because it underscores the importance of developing more employment opportunities
for individuals who are educated at Nebraska’s colleges and universities.

Estimates of Net Migration in the Workforce — Reprinted from the 2004 Baseline Report

The U.S. Census Bureau provides an estimate of the numbers of adults who left and
entered the state during the five-year period preceding the 2000 census. These estimates and the
resulting estimate of net migration are based on responses to questions asked on the long version
of the census form that was completed by a sample of the population at the time of the census.

» Based on the data collected by the U.S. Census Bureau, a total of 119,236 adults between
the ages of 22 and 64 moved to Nebraska between 1995 and 2000. During the same
period, 116,359 adults 22 to 64 years of age moved out of the state, resulting in an
estimated net in-migration of 2,877 individuals.

* Asshown in Table 3.1 and Table 3.2, and illustrated in Figure 3.1 and Figure 3.2 on
the next two pages, Nebraska experienced a net in-migration of 22- to 29-year-olds
and 30- to 64-year olds with lower levels of education while the state experienced a
net out-migration of college graduates.
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Table 3.1

Estimated Nebraska Net Migration of 22- to 29-Year-Olds*

1995-2000
No. of No. of
Education 22- t0 29-Year-Olds | 22-to 29-Year-Olds Net Migration
Degree Level Who Moved to Who Moved Out
Nebraska of Nebraska
Less than High School 7,337 3,094 4,243
High School 8,438 6,247 2,191
Some College 12,835 12,357 478
Associate Degree 2,767 3,420 - 653
Bachelor’s Degree 10,799 13,968 - 3,169
Master’s Degree 1,490 1,845 - 355
Professional Degree 463 1,248 - 785
Doctorate 163 301 - 138
Total Number of Adults 44,292 42,480 1,812
Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Statistics available on www.higheredinfo.org.
Figure 3.1
Estimated Nebraska Net Migration of 22- to 29-Year-Olds
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Table 3.2

Estimated Nebraska Net Migration of 30- to 64-Year-Olds*

1995-2000
No. of No. of
Education 30- to 64-Year-Olds | 30- to 64-Year-Olds Net Migration
Degree Level Who Moved to Who Moved Out
Nebraska of Nebraska
Less than High School 11,453 6,708 4,745
High School 15,195 15,010 185
Some College 15,754 16,739 - 985
Associate Degree 6,438 6,254 184
Bachelor’s Degree 15,973 16,321 - 348
Master’s Degree 6,112 8,062 - 1,950
Professional Degree 2,284 2,872 - 588
Doctorate 1,735 1,913 -178
Total Number of Adults 74,944 73,879 1,065

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Statistics available on www.higheredinfo.org.

Figure 3.2
Estimated Nebraska Net Migration of 30- to 64-Year-Olds
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Table 3.3 and Table 3.4 on the next two pages list the specific occupations of the
22- to 29-year-olds and the 30- to 64-year-olds with the highest positive and negative net
migration numbers for 1995-2000.

* While the correlation is not perfect, workers in the occupations with the highest positive
net migration numbers tended to have lower levels of education while the workers with
the highest negative net migration numbers were more likely to be college-educated.

* A notable exception is the relatively high in-migration of postsecondary teachers in the
20-t0-29 age group.

A relatively recent publication from the Nebraska Department of Labor confirms that
there are typically far more employment opportunities for workers with lower levels of education
than there are for college-educated members of the workforce. Based on a survey of job
vacancies across the state, fewer than 20% of the job vacancies in Nebraska require an associate,
bachelor’s, or advanced degree whereas more than half of the job vacancies require a high school
education or less."

'Doty, Bob. Regional Spotlight: Central Region, Nebraska Economic Trends, Nebraska Workforce
Development, Department of Labor, May 2003, page 12.
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Table 3.3

Estimated Nebraska Net Migration of 22-to-29-Year-Olds

by Education and Occupation®

1995-2000
(Most Frequent Education Level Highlighted for Each Occupation)
. 9 < High High Some | College Net

Occupation School | School | College | Degree | Migration
10 Occupations with the Highest In-Migration
Food Processing Workers 696 259 30 101 1,086
Other Production Occupations 528 479 234 - 163 1,078
Construction Trades Workers 286 435 123 89 933
Material Moving Workers 384 -4 210 3 593
Postsecondary Teachers 0 0 70 473 543
Other Insyallatlon, I\_/Iamtenance, 11 211 135 61 418
and Repair Occupations
Vehlcle_and Mobile Equment_ 104 183 123 -39 378
Mechanics, Installers, and Repairers
Building Cleaning
and Pest Control Workers 29 197 100 49 375
Health Technologists and Technicians 32 39 144 94 309
Metal Workers and Plastic Workers 132 - 69 177 10 250
10 Occupations with the Highest Out-Migration
Lawyers, Judges, and Related Workers 0 0 0 - 308 - 308
Military Enlisted Tactical Operations
and Air/Weapons Specialists and 0 - 105 -178 - 45 - 328
Crew Members
Food and Beverage Serving Workers -6 -191 -111 -24 - 332
Business Operations Specialists 55 - 123 -192 - 83 - 343
Supervisors, Sales Workers 68 - 40 - 342 - 59 - 373
Advertising, Marketing, Promotions, i i
Public Relations, and Sales Managers 0 0 30 - 444 474
Information and Record Clerks -23 -2 - 425 -173 - 623
Other Management Occupations 38 184 - 163 - 768 - 709
Health Diagnosing
and Treating Practitioners 0 0 -4l -8l -872
Primary, Secondary,
and Special Education School Teachers 0 -9 -3 -L13 ) -1125

'Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Statistics available on www.higheredinfo.org.

Occupations are listed by their SOC code descriptions.
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Table 3.4

Estimated Nebraska Net Migration of 30-to-64-Year Olds

by Education and Occupation®

1995-2000
(Most Frequent Education Level Highlighted for Each Occupation)
. 9 < High High Some | College Net
Occupation School | School | College | Degree | Migration
10 Occupations with the Highest In-Migration
Food Processing Workers 1,215 171 -31 126 1,481
Other Production Occupations 925 72 4 218 1,219
Assemblers and Fabricators 187 282 152 53 674
Material Moving Workers 406 87 - 101 81 473
Cooks and Food Preparation Workers 34 167 95 128 424
Food and Beverage Serving Workers 5 17 180 136 338
Vehicle and Mobile Equipment
Mechanics, Installers, and Repairers 143 100 1 J 323
Health Technologists and Technicians 0 92 78 142 312
Flrst-Ll_ne Enlisted Military 0 34 93 291 978
Supervisors/Managers
Motor Vehicle Operators 245 116 - 152 59 268
10 Occupations with the Highest Out-Migration
Lawyers, Judges, and Related Workers 0 0 0 - 228 - 228
Other Sales and Related Workers 0 - 80 - 203 54 - 229
Other Personal Care
and Service Workers -2 -16 ) -178 - 53 - 249
Advertising, Marketing, Promotions, i i
Public Relations, and Sales Managers 0 18 114 - 367 463
Supervisors, Sales Workers - 87 - 95 - 87 - 208 - 477
Other Management Occupations 226 119 -416 - 426 - 497
Sales Representgtlves, Wholesale .33 - 153 _83 - 943 _512
and Manufacturing
Operations Specialties Managers - 28 - 182 - 143 - 188 - 541
Primary, Secondary, ) } .
and Special Education School Teachers 23 ! 117 - 844 7
Health Diagnosing i i
and Treating Practitioners 0 0 17 -1,030 1,047

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Statistics available on www.higheredinfo.org.

Occupations are listed by their SOC code descriptions.
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Section 2

Increasing College Retention and Graduation Rates

Priority 2: Increase the proportion of students who enroll and successfully persist through
degree program completion.

2.1 The state’s postsecondary education system must work collaboratively with
Nebraska’s PK-12 education system to improve the preparedness of students to
undertake and successfully complete postsecondary education programs of study.

Volume 2 of this report provides a summary and compilation of the reports submitted by
Nebraska’s public colleges and universities that describe how these institutions are collaborating
with PK-12 school systems to increase the proportion of students who graduate from high school,
enroll in college, and are prepared to successfully complete degree programs. Consequently,
these collaborative efforts are not addressed in this volume.

2.2a The state’s postsecondary education system must more actively engage in student
retention efforts and decrease the proportion of postsecondary education students
who fail to persist beyond their first year(s) of enrollment.

The National Center for Education Statistics does not track freshmen retention rates
through the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS). However, the American
College Testing Service, operated by ACT, Inc., uses the ACT Institutional Data Questionnaire
to obtain freshmen retention rate data from the colleges and universities it serves. Consequently,
for the purposes of this report, data provided by ACT, Inc. were analyzed to determine if there
have been any changes in the retention rates most recently reported by Nebraska postsecondary
institutions.

Freshmen Retention Rates Reported to ACT, Inc.

The retention rate reported by an institution to ACT, Inc. is for first-time freshmen who
re-enroll at the same institution the following academic year. The freshmen retention rates most
recently available from ACT, Inc. are for fall 2003 freshmen who re-enrolled in fall 2004,
designated as the rates for 2003-2004. (The retention rates for fall 2004 freshmen continuing
their enrollment in fall 2005 will not be available until summer 2006.)

In Table 2.1, beginning on the following page, the freshmen retention rates reported
for fall 2004 are compared to the most recent previously reported rate for each participating
institution or campus in Nebraska. While it is not possible to compute a statewide average
freshmen retention rate using these data, an estimated median freshman retention rate can be
determined for Nebraska by listing the rates for all of the reporting schools in descending or
ascending order, and identifying the rate that is in the middle of the resulting range of values.
In addition, of course, it can be determined whether individual institutions or campuses reported
freshmen retention rates for fall 2004 that were higher, lower, or the same as their previously
reported rates.
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» Asshown in the first section of Table 2.1, the median freshmen retention rate for all of the
institutions and campuses with reported retention rates for two years was 70.0% for fall 2004,
compared to 71.5% for the preceding baseline period, suggesting that there has been a slight
decrease in the extent to which Nebraska institutions have generally been retaining freshmen
into their second year of college.

Table 2.1 Freshmen Retention Rates

Baseline Rates Compared to Rates for 2003-2004"

0 0,
_ % of Fall Most Recent % of Fall 2003 Ch_ange
Indicator or Institution Basgllnze Freshmen Reporting Freshmen Slnc_e
Period Enrolled the Period Enrolled Baseline
Following Fall in Fall 2004 Period
Median Freshmen
Retention Rates:®
All Reporting Collegesand | ), 715% | 2003-2004 70.0% | 15%
Universities in Nebraska
Nebraska Four-Year
[0) [0) 0,
Institutions 76.0% 74.5% | 1.5%
University of Nebraska
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 81% 79% 1 2%
University of Nebraska at Kearney 81% 81% No Change
University of Nebraska at Omaha 2002-2003 73% 2003-2004 75% 1 2%
Neb_raska College of Technical 750 750 No Change
Agriculture
Nebraska State Colleges
Chadron State Coll 77% 70% 7%
adron State College 2002-2003 0 b 1 7%
Wayne State College 70% 2003-2004 70% No Change
Peru State College 2001-2002 55% 60% 1 5%
Nebraska Community Colleges
Southeast Community College 0 0 0
Milford Campus 96% 95% L1%
Southeast Community College 2002-2003
. y 9 70% 70% No Change
Beatrice Campus
Southeast Community College 0 0 0
Lincoln Campus 2001-2002 30% 34% 14%
Northeast Community College 64% 65% 1 1%
i 2003-2004
Western Nebraska Community 1999-2000 50% No Report
College-Sidney
Western Nebraska Community ) 0 0 0
College-Scottsbluff 2002-2003 54% 51% L 3%
Mid-Plains Community College 2002-2003 45% 42% 1 3%
Metropolitan Community College | 2002-2003 38% 47% 1 9%
Central Community College None No Report No Report

Continued on the next page.
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Table 2.1 (Continued) Freshmen Retention Rates
Baseline Rates Compared to Rates for 2003-2004"

_ % of Fall Most Recent % of Fall 2003 Ch_ange
Indicator or Institution Bas&_elmze Freshmen Reporting Freshmen Slnc_e
Period Enroll_ed the Period _ Enrolled Base_llne
Following Fall in Fall 2004 Period

Independent Colleges & Universities
Creighton University 2002-2003 91% 88% | 3%
Clarkson College 85% 85% No Change
ggeannCI;SGH College of Health 2001-2002 84% 76% L 8%
Doane College 83% 79% 1 4%
Nebraska Wesleyan University 82% 81% 1 1%
Concordia University 2002-2003 80% 80% No Change
Nebraska Methodist College 78% 74% 1 4%
Midland Lutheran College 2001-2002 76% No Report
Hastings College 75% 75% No Change
Union College 70% 70% No Change
iiiﬂ?niﬁigory e creat 2002-2003 0% S 70% No Change
York College 68% 66% 12%
College of Saint Mary 68% 68% No Change
Dana College 60% 66% 1 6%
Nebraska Christian College 2001-2002 57% No Report
Bellevue University 55% No Report
Grace University 44% No Report
Summit Christian College’ 2002-2003 41% 41% No Change
Little Priest Tribal College 38% 38% No Change
ggﬁ;zsga Indian Community 3004 3206 No Change
Private Degree-Granting
Career Schools
Vatterott College — Omaha 2001-2002 93% No Report
Hamilton College — Lincoln 2002-2003 75% 2003-2004 80% 1 5%
Nebraska College of Business 1999-2000 70% No Report
Private Non-Degree-Granting
Career School
Alegent Health School of 2002-2003 86% 2003-2004 86% No Change

Radiologic Technology

!Data Source: ACT, Inc., ACT Institutional Data Questionnaire. Data obtained directly from ACT, Inc. on

July 29, 2005.

“Baseline periods vary, depending on when institutions last reported their freshmen retention rates to ACT, Inc.

prior to fall 2004.

*An institution was not included in determining median freshmen retention rates if a retention rate for fall 2004
and a retention rate for a preceding period were not reported by the institution.

*Summit Christian College was previously known as Platte Valley Bible College.
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* Asalso shown in Table 2.1, the median freshmen retention rate for the institutions with
four-year degree programs was 74.5% in fall 2004, a 1.5% decrease from the median of the
previously reported retention rates for these institutions.

» Asa point of reference, the median freshmen rate for Nebraska four-year colleges was
exactly the same as the fall 2004 average freshmen retention rate of 74.5% for all reporting
four-year colleges in the United States.*

» Further analysis of the freshmen retention rates presented in Table 2.1 reveals that 11 (34.4%)
of the 32 institutions with reported rates for two years indicated that their retention rates for
fall 2004 were lower than those previously reported, whereas seven (21.9%) schools reported
higher rates for fall 2004, and 14 (43.8%) institutions indicated that there were no changes in
their freshmen retention rates between reporting periods.

» Based on the data summarized in Table 2.1, the fall 2004 freshmen retention rates for the
institutions constituting the University of Nebraska continued to be among the highest in
the state, ranging from 75% to 81%.

» Rates at the state colleges ranged from 60% to 70%.

* Anunusually high freshmen retention rate of 95% was reported for the Southeast Community
College campus in Milford, but the rates reported for the other community colleges or
campuses were in the range of 42% to 70% for fall 2004.

* Independent colleges and universities reported freshmen retention rates ranging from as low
as 32% to as high as 88% for 2004. Creighton University reported the highest rate in the
state, even though Creighton’s retention rate for fall 2004 was three percentage points lower
than it was in fall 2003.

Nebraska Freshmen Retention Beyond Same-School Rates

The retention rates reported to ACT, Inc. are limited to first-time freshmen who continue
their studies at the same colleges or universities where they initially enrolled. Given this
limitation of available data, the Coordinating Commission recently conducted an exploratory
study to begin to estimate the percentage of first-time freshmen who do not re-enroll at the same
institutions they originally attended in Nebraska, but transfer to other colleges and universities to
continue their studies. Adding this percentage to the estimated percentage of freshmen who are
retained by the same institutions where they originally enrolled provides an estimate of what can
be termed the postsecondary freshmen retention rate. This rate is an estimate of the percentage
of students who continue to be enrolled in college beyond their freshmen year, regardless of
whether they stay at the same institution where they initially enrolled as first-time freshmen
or transfer to other colleges and universities.

'ACT, Inc., 2005, Tracking Charts for Freshmen Retention Rates at Four-Year Colleges, 1988-2005, available
under “Information for Policy Makers” on the ACT, Inc. Web site, www.act.org.
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The exploratory study of postsecondary freshmen retention rates conducted by the
Coordinating Commission was part of a larger research project based on data submitted to
and retrieved from the National Student Clearinghouse by Nebraska’s public colleges and
universities. Given the limitations of this pilot project, the calculated transfer and retention
rates that are reported in this section must be considered as tentative, preliminary estimates.
Nevertheless, they clearly suggest that relatively high percentages of first-time freshmen at
Nebraska’s public institutions continue their postsecondary studies beyond their freshmen year,
either at the same public colleges and universities where they initially enrolled or at other
postsecondary institutions. (See Section 5 for a description of the design and limitations of the
NSC Pilot Research Project.)

Data Collection and Calculated Retention and Transfer Rates

To obtain estimates of the retention rates for Nebraska’s public colleges and universities,
the institutions were asked to submit to the Commission the total number of first-time freshmen
who were enrolled at their institutions in 2002-2003 and 2003-2004. For each year, they were
also asked how many of the first-time freshmen re-enrolled at their institution at the beginning
of or at any time during the subsequent academic year. In addition, each institution was asked
to determine the number of students who transferred to other institutions before or during the
subsequent year.

Based on the data submitted by the institutions, the Commission calculated the following
retention and transfer rates:

» Same-school freshmen retention rate: The percentage of all first-time freshmen who
re-enrolled at the same institution at the beginning of or at any time during the subsequent
academic year.

» Freshmen transfer rate: The percentage of all first-time freshmen who transferred to other
institutions before or during the subsequent academic year.

» Postsecondary freshmen retention rate: The percentage of all first-time freshmen who
re-enrolled at the same institutions or transferred to other institutions before or during the
subsequent academic year.

Table 2.2 on the following page lists these rates for each institution, the three public sectors,
and the Nebraska public postsecondary education system as a whole for the freshmen classes
in 2002-2003 and 2003-2004.

Same-School Freshmen Retention Rates

For the following five institutions, the same-school retention rates shown in Table 2.2
for the first-time freshmen enrolled in 2003-2004 were within four percentage points of the
freshmen retention rates reported to ACT, Inc. for fall 2003 freshmen who re-enrolled at these
institutions in fall 2004: the University of Nebraska at Kearney, the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, the University of Nebraska at Omaha, Peru State College, and Wayne State College.
With the exception of the University of Nebraska at Omaha, the same-school retention rates
calculated for freshmen who initially enrolled at these schools in 2002-2003 also are close to
the rates reported to ACT, Inc.
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Table 2.2
Freshmen Retention and Transfer Rates for Nebraska Public Colleges & Universities
Based on National Student Clearinghouse Data

For First-Time Freshmen Enrolled in 2002-2003 and 2003-2004"

Total Number Same-School Freshmen | Postsecondary
Public Institution of First-Time Freshmen Transfer Freshmen
Freshmen? Retention Rate Rate Retention Rate
For the Freshmen Class of 2002-2003
NCTA-Curtis 97 64.9% 9.3% 74.2%
University of Nebraska at Kearney 1,088 79.6% 9.8% 89.4%
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 3,655 82.8% 12.4% 95.2%
University of Nebraska at Omaha 1,801 62.0% 13.5% 75.5%
University of Nebraska Total 6,641 76.4% 12.2% 88.6%
Chadron State College 301 63.8% 20.9% 84.7%
Peru State College 186 60.2% 20.4% 80.6%
Wayne State College 640 70.6% 13.0% 83.6%
State Colleges Total 1,127 67.1% 16.3% 83.4%
Central Community College 4,456 42.6% 23.2% 65.7%
Metro Community College 8,294 44.1% 31.6% 75.7%
Mid-Plains Community College 2,289 28.0% 18.3% 46.4%
Northeast Community College 1,661 43.0% 12.5% 55.5%
Southeast Community College 1,713 72.4% 23.2% 95.6%
Western NE Community College 770 43.0% 13.5% 56.5%
Community Colleges Total 19,183 44.2% 24.9% 69.1%
Public Institutions Total 26,951 53.1% 21.4% 74.5%
For the Freshmen Class of 2003-2004
NCTA-Curtis 68 66.2% 5.9% 72.1%
University of Nebraska at Kearney 1,070 76.6% 11.0% 87.7%
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 3,693 81.6% 13.0% 94.6%
University of Nebraska at Omaha 1,615 71.3% 14.6% 85.9%
University of Nebraska Total 6,446 78.0% 13.0% 91.0%
Chadron State College 303 88.8% 7.6% 96.4%
Peru State College 203 60.6% 20.2% 80.8%
Wayne State College 620 71.1% 16.5% 87.6%
State Colleges Total 1,126 74.0% 14.7% 88.7%
Central Community College 1,882 40.2% 28.3% 68.4%
Metro Community College 8,050 43.0% 32.6% 75.7%
Mid-Plains Community College 2,517 30.7% 17.5% 48.2%
Northeast Community College 1,546 46.3% 11.3% 57.6%
Southeast Community College 1,507 75.8% 11.8% 87.7%
Western NE Community College 1,229 22.7% 15.3% 38.0%
Community Colleges Total 16,731 42.6% 24.7% 67.4%
Public Institutions Total 24,303 53.5% 21.2% 74.6%

'Data submitted by the Nebraska public institutions to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary
Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005. Spreadsheets of the data obtained and the calculated rates
shown in this table are available upon request from the Commission.

“Counts include non-degree-seeking students and exclude foreign students.
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The same-school freshmen retention rates for some of the remaining public institutions
are lower than the rates that they reported to ACT, Inc., primarily because of the number of
non-degree-seeking students included in the total number of first-time freshmen enrolled at these
colleges. Rates reported to ACT, Inc. are for degree-seeking students only, whereas the
Commission asked the participating institutions to include non-degree-seeking students in the
total number of first-time freshmen. (It would be expected that community colleges have much
higher numbers of non-degree-seeking students than other sectors.) Inconsistencies in the array
of rates shown in Table 2.2 also may be due to differences in methodology when the retention
and transfer data were collected by the institutions. Consequently, these rates should not be used
to make direct comparisons between institutions within or across the sectors until further
research has been conducted, based only on data for degree-seeking students.

Freshmen Transfer Rates

The freshmen transfer rates presented in Table 2.2 also vary within and across sectors.
However, there is no way to assess the reliability of these rates by comparing them to data
from an established source since this is the first time an attempt has been made to estimate the
percentages of first-time freshmen enrolled at Nebraska’s public institutions who transfer to
other institutions to continue their postsecondary education.

Given the unknown reliability of the freshmen transfer rates and the general limitations
of this research, the transfer rates for individual institutions can not reliably be compared within
or across sectors. However, these rates can serve as initial estimates of the extent to which
freshmen are deciding to transfer rather than stay at the public institutions where they originally
enrolled.

General Patterns of Transfer and Retention

In spite of this study’s limitations and the differences between the institutions within each
sector, a clear pattern is evidenced when transfer and retention rates are compared across the
three sectors, as shown in Table 2.3 on the next page.

» Although there are differences between the statistics for the freshmen enrolled in 2002-2003
and those enrolled in 2003-2004, the statistics for both years show that the University of
Nebraska system and the state college sector have higher same-school freshmen retention
rates and lower freshmen transfer rates than the community college sector.

» The net effect of the higher freshmen transfer rates at the community colleges is that the
overall postsecondary retention rate for these schools is significantly higher than their
same-school freshmen retention rate, clearly indicating that the colleges are serving as
stepping stones to other institutions for many of their first-time freshmen.

» Another important finding is that the differences among the three sectors are reduced
when their postsecondary freshmen retention rates are compared. The overall same-school
retention rates for the University of Nebraska and the state colleges are higher than the
same-school retention rates for the community colleges. However, when postsecondary
retention rates are examined, the differences between the community colleges and the two
other sectors are significantly smaller.
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For First-Time Freshmen Enrolled in 2002-2003 and 2003-2004!

Table 2.3

Summary of Freshmen Retention and Transfer Rates
for Nebraska Public Postsecondary Institutions
Based on National Student Clearinghouse Data

Two-Year
Same- Combined
School Postsecondary | Postsecondary
Freshmen Freshmen Freshmen Freshmen
Public Institutions Freshmen Retention Transfer Retention Retention
Class Rate Rate Rate Rate
University 2002-2003 76.4% 12.2% 88.6% 89 8%
of Nebraska 2003-2004 78.0% 13.0% 91.0% '
Nebraska 2002-2003 67.1% 16.3% 83.4% 86.1%
State Colleges 2003-2004 74.0% 14.7% 88.7% '
Nebraska 2002-2003 44.2% 24.9% 69.1% 68.3%
Community Colleges | 2003-2004 42.6% 24.7% 67.4% '
All Public Colleges 2002-2003 53.1% 21.4% 74.5% 74.6%
and Universities 2003-2004 53.5 21.2% 74.6% '

Percentages based on data submitted by the Nebraska public institutions to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission
for Postsecondary Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005. Spreadsheets of the data obtained and the
calculated rates shown in this table are available upon request from the Commission.

» Aggregating the data for the two classes of first-time freshmen included in this study results
in the calculated two-year combined postsecondary retention rates shown in the last column
of Table 2.3. Based on these summary calculations:

- Nearly 90% of the freshmen who started college at the University of Nebraska in
2002-2003 or 2003-2004 continued their postsecondary studies beyond their freshmen
year, and more than 85% of the freshmen at Nebraska’s state colleges stayed in school,

either within the state college system or at other postsecondary institutions.

- Almost 70% of the students who enrolled at Nebraska’s community colleges as first-time
freshmen continued to be enrolled in postsecondary education programs beyond the first
year of their enrollment.

- And, almost 75% of all of the first-time freshmen who enrolled at Nebraska’s public
institutions in 2002-2003 or 2003-2004 continued their postsecondary studies beyond
their freshmen year.

* The Coordinating Commission will continue to study patterns of freshmen retention and
transfer and bring further reports of these issues to the Task Force.
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2.2b The state’s postsecondary education system must also increase the proportion
of students who complete associate degrees and baccalaureate degrees within
defined time frames.

Nebraska College Graduation Rates

The college graduation rates reported in this section are based on data collected through
the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS). The latest available data are
for undergraduates who completed degree programs during the 2003-2004 academic year.
Completion data for students who completed degree programs in 2004-2005 will not be available
for analysis until mid-2006. Consequently, the following analysis focuses on the changes that
occurred in the graduation rates reported for 2002-2003 and 2003-2004. Throughout this
analysis, the terms “completion rate” and “graduation rate” are used interchangeably.

Generally, baccalaureate graduation rates are based on a six-year time frame, while rates
for associate degrees are based on three years. (See Explanatory Note A9.1 in Appendix 9 for
further information on IPEDS-defined time frames and how completion rates are calculated
using IPEDS data.)

The Overall College Graduation Rate for Nebraska

» The graduation rate for Nebraska’s public and independent universities was
47.9% in 2003-2004, compared to 48.0% in 2002-2003, a net decrease of 0.1%.
(See Table A9.1 in Appendix 9 for supporting data.)

» Graduation rates for about half of Nebraska’s public and independent institutions
were the same or lower in 2002-2003 than in 2003-2004, while the rates for the
remaining half of the institutions were higher. (See Table A9.2 in Appendix 9 for
supporting data.)

College Graduation Rates by Sector and by Institution

» Although the state’s overall college graduation rate changed very little between
2002-2003 and 2003-2004, completion rates varied and changed by sector,
as illustrated in Figure 2.1 on the next page.

* Asshown in Figure 2.1, increases in completion rates for the University of Nebraska,
the Nebraska state colleges, and the state’s independent colleges and universities were
offset by a decrease in the overall graduation rate for Nebraska’s six community
colleges.

* In 2003-2004, the independent colleges and universities continued to have the highest
completion rate among the four sectors, but the difference between the rates for the
independent institutions and the institutions constituting the University of Nebraska
narrowed between 2002-2003 and 2003-2004.

* The increase in the overall graduation rate for the University of Nebraska system

is attributable to the fact that a decrease in the graduation rate at the Nebraska College
of Technical Agriculture (NCTA) was more than offset by increased completion rates
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at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the University of Nebraska at Kearney, and
the University of Nebraska at Omaha.

» The graduation rate for Chadron State College was the same in 2002-2003 and
2003-2004, but increases in the completion rates for Wayne State College and Peru
State College had the net effect of increasing the overall rate for Nebraska’s state
colleges by 2.4%.

Figure 2.1

Graduation Rates for Nebraska Public and Independent
Colleges and Universities by Sector
2002-2003 Compared to 2003-2004*

70.0% -
58.7%
9 57.0%
52.2% 55.0%
0,
2 43.1% 45.5%
o 37.7%
S 32.8%
©
>
©
R
o I
0.0%
University of Nebraska State Nebraska Independent
Nebraska Colleges Community Colleges Colleges &
Universities
2002-2003 W 2003-2004

'Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Comparisons based on 3-year graduation rates for the community colleges and 6-year rates for the
four-year institutions. See Table A9.1 in Appendix 9 for supporting data.

» Increases in the graduation rates at Northeast Community College, Mid-Plains
Community College, and Western Nebraska Community College were offset
by decreases in the completion rates at Southeast Community College, Central
Community College, and Metropolitan Community College, with the net effect
of reducing the overall graduation rate at the community colleges from 37.7%
in 2002-2003 to 32.8% in 2003-2004.

» Among the independent colleges and universities, Platte Valley Bible College
(renamed Summit Christian College) had an unusually high graduation rate of
93.3% in 2003-2004, compared to a rate of 59.1% in 2002-2003. Conversely,
Nebraska Indian Community College and Little Priest Tribal College had extremely
low completion rates of 4.0% and 0.0%, respectively. However, the graduation rates
for the remaining 16 institutions varied in 2003-2004, from 70.7% at Creighton
University to 27.0% at Bellevue University.
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» Of the 18 independent colleges and universities, exactly half had lower graduation
rates in 2003-2004 than in 2002-2003. However, the increased rates at the remaining
eight institutions more than offset the reduced rates, so that the overall rate for the
independent sector increased from 57.0% in 2003-2004 to 58.8% in 2003-2004.

» See Table A9.2 in Appendix 9 for the 2002-2003 and 2003-2004 completion rate data
for each public and independent institution in Nebraska.

College Graduation Rates by Race/Ethnicity

* Further analysis of the available IPEDS completion data reveals that graduation rates
at Nebraska public and independent institutions varied and changed by race/ethnicity
between 2002-2003 and 2003-2004.

* Asshown in Figure 2.2, the graduation rates for white non-Hispanics and
Asians/Pacific Islanders were significantly higher than the completion rates for
Hispanics, Native Americans, and black non-Hispanics in 2002-2003 and 2003-2004.

* Asalso illustrated in Figure 2.2, the graduation rates for white non-Hispanics and
black non-Hispanics slightly increased between 2002-2003 and 2003-2004, but there
was greater improvement in the completion rate for Hispanics. In comparison, the
the graduation rates for Asians/Pacific Islanders and Native Americans were lower
in 2003-2004 than in 2002-2003. (See Table A9.3 in Appendix 9 for supporting data.)

Figure 2.2

Graduation Rates for Nebraska Public and Independent
Colleges and Universities by Race/Ethnicity
2002-2003 Compared to 2003-2004
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'Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
See Table A9.3 in Appendix 9 for supporting data.
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Based on the analysis of the data summarized in Table 2.4, graduation rates varied by

race/ethnicity within and across the four sectors of higher education, and there was no

consistent pattern of changes between 2002-2003 and 2003-2004 in the graduation rates
within or across the sectors. (Large percentage changes are generally attributable to the
relatively small numbers of graduates in minority groups.)

Table 2.4
Graduation Rates for Nebraska Public and Independent
Colleges and Universities by Sector and Race/Ethnicity
2002-2003 Compared to 2003-2004"

o 2002-2003 2003-2004 Change in
Race/Ethnicity No. of Grad No. of Grad Grad Rate
Graduates Rate Graduates Rate
University of Nebraska

White (non-Hispanic) 2,631 54.6% 2,910 57.3% 2.7%
Asian/Pacific Islander 34 38.2% 41 41.8% 3.6%
Hispanic 32 30.5% 45 44.1% 13.6%
Native American 6 18.2% 6 25.0% 6.8%
Black (non-Hispanic) 36 24.5% 38 23.6% -0.9%

Total 2,739 3,040

Nebraska State Colleges

White (non-Hispanic) 525 44.6% 528 47.3% 2.7%
Asian/Pacific Islander 5 50.0% 3 75.0% 25.0%
Hispanic 4 26.7% 8 47.1% 20.4%
Native American 6 30.0% 1 6.7% -23.3%
Black (non-Hispanic) 4 14.3% 10 26.3% 12.0%

Total 544 550

Community Colleges

White (non-Hispanic) 1,625 39.7% 1,444 34.2% -5.5%
Asian/Pacific Islander 9 18.4% 12 17.9% -0.5%
Hispanic 23 18.0% 24 17.5% -0.5%
Native American 7 23.3% 3 10.7% -12.6%
Black (non-Hispanic) 22 15.5% 25 16.1% 0.6%

Total 1,686 1,508

Independent Colleges & Universities

White (non-Hispanic) 1,667 S71.7% 1,736 60.8% 3.1%
Asian/Pacific Islander 97 75.8% 84 70.6% -5.2%
Hispanic 43 59.7% 27 42.9% -16.8%
Native American 11 26.8% 4 23.5% -3.3%
Black (non-Hispanic) 33 44.6% 25 27.2% -17.4%

Total 1,851 1,876

!Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys. Counts do not
include foreign students and students of unknown race/ethnicity.
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Bachelor’s Degrees, Associate Degrees, Diplomas, and Certificates Awarded in Nebraska

In addition to providing data for calculating and comparing graduation rates, the
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) includes data for monitoring the
changes that occurred between 2002-2003 and 2003-2004 in the number of degrees, diplomas,
and certificates awarded by Nebraska’s postsecondary institutions.

Total Number of Degrees, Diplomas, and Certificates Awarded

» Asshown in Table 2.5, the total number of degrees, diplomas, and certificates
awarded by all of Nebraska’s postsecondary institutions decreased by 1.3% between
2002-2003 and 2003-2004.

» Asalso shown in Table 2.5, the number of awarded bachelor’s degrees decreased by
3.4%, while the number of awarded associate degrees, diplomas, and certificates
increased by 2.3%.

» As aresult of the changes that occurred in the numbers of earned degrees and awards,
a lower percentage of the undergraduates at Nebraska’s postsecondary institutions
earned bachelor’s degrees in 2003-2004 than in 2002-2003, while a higher percentage
earned associate degrees, diplomas, and certificates.

Table 2.5
Bachelor’s Degrees, Associate Degrees, Diplomas, and Certificates
Awarded by Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions by Sector
2002-2003 Compared to 2003-2004*

2002-2003 2003-2004 %
Sector No o N o
. b 0. % Change
Awarded Awarded Awarded Awarded
Bachelor’s Degrees 11,845 63.3% 11,444 61.9% -3.4%
Associate Degrees, Diplomas, 6,874 | 36.7% 7029 | 38.1% 2.3%
and Certificates

Total Degrees & Awards 18,719 100.0% 18,473 100.0% -1.3%

'Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.

Degrees and Awards by Sector

* Asevidenced in Table 2.6 on the next page, the number of bachelor’s degrees

awarded by the University of Nebraska and the Nebraska state colleges decreased
by 3.9% between 2002-2003 and 2003-2004.

» Similarly, the independent colleges awarded 2.5% fewer bachelor’s degrees in
2003-2004 than in 2002-2003.
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» The University of Nebraska and community colleges awarded more associate

degrees, diplomas, and certificates in 2003-2004 than in 2002-2003. Non-degree-
granting private career schools also awarded more diplomas and certificates in
2003-2004 than in 2002-2003, but fewer degrees, diplomas, and certificates were
earned by students who graduated from independent colleges and universities or

degree-granting private career schools.

Table 2.6

Bachelor’s Degrees, Associate Degrees, Diplomas, and Certificates
Awarded by Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions by Sector

2002-2003 Compared to 2003-2004

2002-2003

2003-2004

Sect %
ector No. % No. % Change
Awarded Awarded Awarded Awarded
Bachelor’s Degrees
University of Nebraska 6,180 52.2% 5,959 52.1% -3.6%
Nebraska State Colleges 1,257 10.6% 1,186 10.4% -5.6%
Public Total 7,437 62.8% 7,145 62.4% -3.9%
Independent Colleges 4,408 | 37.2% 4209 | 37.6% | -25%
and Universities
Total Bachelor’s Degrees 11,845 100.0% 11,444 | 100.0% -3.4%
Associate Degrees, Certificates, and Diplomas
University of Nebraska 66 1.0% 78 1.1% 18.2%
Community Colleges 4,765 69.3% 4,964 70.6% 4.2%
Public Total 4,831 70.3% 5,042 71.7% 4.4%
Independent Colleges 304 4.4% 274 | 39% | -9.9%
and Universities
Degree-Granting 1,107 16.1% 1,058 | 15.1% -4.4%
Private Career Schools
Non-Degree-Granting 632 9.2% 655 | 9.3% 3.6%
Private Career Schools
Total Associate Degrees, | ¢ a7, | 100 094 7,029 | 100.0% 2.3%
Certificates, and Diplomas
Total Degrees & Awards 18,719 18,473 -1.3%

Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys. Counts include
non-resident aliens (foreign students) and graduates of unknown race/ethnicity.
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Degrees and Awards by Race/Ethnicity

Table 2.7 summarizes the numbers and percentages of awarded degrees, diplomas,
and certificates by race/ethnicity. The percentage changes in the total number of
bachelor’s degrees and the total number of other degrees and awards that are shown
in this table are different from those shown in the preceding table because the
counts summarized in Table 2.7 do not include foreign students and students

of unknown race/ethnicity.

As evidenced in Table 2.7, white non-Hispanics received fewer bachelor’s degrees,
but a higher number of associate degrees, diplomas, and certificates in 2003-2004
than in 2002-2003.

In contrast, black non-Hispanics earned more bachelor’s degrees and fewer associate
degrees, diplomas, and certificates in 2003-2004 than in 2002-2003.

Asians/Pacific Islanders and Hispanics earned fewer bachelor’s degrees and fewer
associate degrees, diplomas, and certificates in 2003-2004 than in 2002-2003.

Native Americans, on the other hand, earned more bachelor’s degrees and more
associate degrees, diplomas, and certificates in 2003-2004 than in 2002-2003.

Table 2.7
Bachelor’s Degrees, Associate Degrees, Diplomas, and Certificates
Awarded by Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions by Race/Ethnicity*
2002-2003 Compared to 2003-2004"

o 2002-2003 2003-2004 %
Race/Ethnicity No. of % of No. of % of Change
Degrees Degrees Degrees Degrees
Bachelor’s Degrees

White (non-Hispanic) 10,385 92.3% 9,929 92.2% -4.4%

Asian/Pacific Islander 250 2.2% 198 1.8% -20.8%

Hispanic 250 2.2% 237 2.2% -5.2%

Native American 51 0.5% 53 0.5% 3.9%

Black (non-Hispanic) 310 2.8% 351 3.3% 13.2%

Total | 11,246 100.0% 10,768 100.0% -4.3%

Associate Degrees, Diplomas, and Certificates

White (non-Hispanic) 6,111 90.7% 6,295 91.5% 3.0%
Asian/Pacific Islander 100 1.5% 70 1.0% -30.0%
Hispanic 153 2.3% 147 2.1% -3.9%
Native American 42 0.6% 52 0.8% 23.8%
Black (non-Hispanic) 331 4.9% 319 4.6% -3.6%
Total | 6,737 100.0% 6,883 100.0% 2.2%

Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys. Counts do not
include foreign students and students of unknown race/ethnicity.
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o See Table A10.1 and Table A10.2 in Appendix 10 for comparisons that show how
the numbers and percentages of awarded degrees, diplomas, and certificates varied
by race/ethnicity within and across the sectors of higher education in Nebraska
between 2002-2003 and 2003-2004.
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2.3 The state’s postsecondary education system must expand upon and strengthen existing
associate degree to baccalaureate degree “2 plus 2” and other degree-credit transfer
programs.

The data required to calculate the numbers and percentages of students who enroll in
and graduate from associate-to-baccalaureate degree programs are not available through the
Integrated Postsecondary Data System (IPEDS). However, data are available from the National
Student Clearinghouse to track students throughout their college careers. Consequently,
over the past six months, the Coordinating Commission has worked with the Clearinghouse
and Nebraska’s six public community colleges to complete the first phase of a research project
designed to track the degree completion and transfer rates of students who begin their
postsecondary studies in the academic transfer programs offered by these colleges.

Introduction to Research on Academic Transfer Program Completion and Transfer Rates

The Commission’s initial study of academic transfer programs was conducted as part
of a larger exploratory study based on data submitted to and retrieved from the National Student
Clearinghouse by all of Nebraska’s public postsecondary institutions. However, only the
community colleges were asked to participate in the portion of the study focused on academic
transfer programs. (See Section 5 for more information on the NSC Pilot Research Project.)

For the purposes of this research, an academic transfer program is defined as any
program offered by a Nebraska community college that is designed to lead to an associate degree
and provide the basis for subsequent enrollment in baccalaureate programs of study at four-year
colleges. In the first phase of the Commission’s research, the community colleges were asked to
report the number of students who were enrolled as first-time freshmen in their academic transfer
programs in 2001-2002, and to use data retrieved from the National Student Clearinghouse to
determine how many of these students completed the academic transfer programs and/or
transferred to other programs or institutions within three years or, in other words, by the end of
the 2003-2004 academic year. To provide comparative data, the colleges were asked to provide
the same information for the first-time freshmen who enrolled in their academic transfer
programs in 2002-2003.

Since this was the first time the community colleges collected Clearinghouse data for
analysis by the Commission, there understandably were errors and inconsistencies in the data
collection process that will be avoided in subsequent phases of this research. However, in spite
of its limitations, the first phase of this project provides useful estimates of the extent to which
students are completing academic transfer programs and/or transferring to four-year colleges
within three years from the time that they enrolled in these programs as first-time freshmen.

The following analysis of the data collected for this project focuses on the combined
completion and transfer percentage rates for all of the Nebraska community colleges, rather than
on the percentages calculated for each of the six institutions, for two reasons. First, given the
limitations of this pilot study, the combined data for all of the colleges are more reliable than the
statistics for each college. Second, a combined approach is sufficient to begin to examine the
extent to which students are generally using the academic transfer programs offered by the
state’s community colleges as stepping stones to four-year programs offered by other
institutions.
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Total Enrollment in Academic Transfer Programs

Based on the data submitted by the six community colleges, the number of first-time
freshmen enrolled in academic transfer programs increased from 3,964 in 2001-2002 to 5,623
in 2002-2003, an increase of 41.9%. (See Table A11.1 in Appendix 11 for supporting data.)

Some of the reported increased enrollment in academic transfer programs may be due to
students in other programs taking academic transfer courses or errors in the data collection
process. However, the community colleges have confirmed that there were significant
increases in the number of students enrolled in the academic transfer programs at half

of the colleges between 2001-2002 and 2002-2003.

Completion Rates for Academic Transfer Programs

As shown in Table 2.8, the total percentage of students who completed academic transfer
programs and earned associate degrees within three years increased from 7.4% of the
students who were first-time freshmen in 2001-2002 to 10.7% of the students who started
academic transfer programs in 2002-2003. These rates are attributable primarily to the fact
that most community college students do not transfer and obtain bachelor’s degrees.

Of the students who were first-time freshmen in 2001-2002 or 2002-2003 and completed
academic transfer programs within three years, about 53% transferred to other programs
or institutions after they earned their associate degrees, while 47% did not continue their
education within the three-year period specified in this study. (See Table A11.2 in

Appendix 11 for supporting data.)

Table 2.8
Completion Rates for Students in Academic Transfer Programs (ATP)
at Nebraska Public Community Colleges
2001-2002 and 2002-2003"

o 2001-2002 2002-2003
Progress Within Three Years No of % of No.of % of

Students? Students Students? Students

Completed ATP and Transferr_ed 158 4.0% 391 5 7%
to Other Programs or Institutions

Completed ATP but Did N_ot ‘I_'ransfer 136 3.4% 281 5.0%
to Other Programs or Institutions

Total Students Who Completed ATP 294 7.4% 602 10.7%

Did Not Complete ATP 3,670 92.6% 5,021 89.3%

within Three Years
Total Enrolled as First-Time Freshmen 3,964 100.0% 5,623 100.0%

'Data submitted by the Nebraska public community colleges to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission
for Postsecondary Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005.

“Number of students who enrolled as first-time freshmen and who completed programs, did not complete

programs, and/or transferred within the three-year period from 2001-2002 through 2003-2004 or 2002-2003

through 2004-2005.
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Transfer Rates to Four-Year Colleges

» Although the completion rate for the academic transfer programs are relatively low for the
students who started their postsecondary studies in 2001-2002 or 2002-2003, Table 2.9
shows that 27% or 28% of these students transferred to four-year colleges within three
years, with or without an associate degree.

» Of the students who transferred to four-year colleges, 74% transferred to public four-year
institutions, while 26% transferred to private four-year schools.

Table 2.9
Transfer Rates to Four-Year Colleges for Students in Academic Transfer Programs
at Nebraska Public Community Colleges

2001-2002 and 2002-2003"

o 2001-2002 2002-2003
Progress Within Three Years No_ of % of No_ of % of
Students? Students Students? Students
Transferred to Public Four-Year 770 19.4% 1211 21.5%
Colleges
Transferred to Private Four-Year 312 7 9% 385 6.9%
Colleges
Total Students Who Transferred 1,082 27 3% 1,596 28 4%
to Four-Year Colleges
Did Not Transfer to Four-Year Colleges 2,882 72.7% 4,027 71.6%
Total Enrolled as First-Time Freshmen 3,964 100.0% 5,623 100.0%

'Data submitted by the Nebraska public community colleges to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission
for Postsecondary Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005.

“Number of students who enrolled as first-time freshmen and who transferred or did not transfer to four-year
colleges within the three-year period from 2001-2002 through 2003-2004 or 2002-2003 through 2004-2005.

Total Transfer Rates to All Types of Programs and Institutions

* While the percentage of students who transfer to four-year colleges is important information,
the data summarized in Table 2.10 on the next page clearly indicate that the academic
transfer programs offered by the community colleges play a broader role in postsecondary
education than solely serving as roads to associate degrees or stepping stones to four-year
colleges.

» Asevidenced in Table 2.10, about 20% of the studentS who enrolled in academic transfer
programs as first-time freshmen in 2001-2002 or 2002-2003 transferred to other programs
at the same community colleges where they initially enrolled or to programs at other
community colleges.

* Inaddition, a very small percentage transferred to other types of schools, such as private
degree-granting career schools.
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» Consequently, in total, almost 49% of the students who enrolled in academic transfer
programs as first-time freshmen in 2001-2002 or 2002-2003 transferred to other programs
or institutions within three years, and about 53% transferred and/or earned associate degrees.

Table 2.10

Percentages of Students in Academic Transfer Programs (ATP) at Nebraska

Public Community Colleges Who Transferred and/or Completed ATPs

2001-2002 and 2002-2003"

o 2001-2002 2002-2003
Progress Within Three Years No.of % of No.of % of
Students® Students Students® Students
T(r:zzrﬁ;;rersd to Public Four-Year 270 19.4% 1211 21 5%
T(r:%rﬁ;zrer:d to Private Four-Year 312 7 9% 385 6.9%
Total Students Who Transferred 1,082 27 3% 1.596 98.4%
to Four-Year Colleges
Transferred to OFher Programs at the 489 12 3% 665 11.8%
Same Community College
Tcr:aonlizrersed to Other Community 348 8.8% 457 8.1%
Total Students Who Transferred to o o
Other Community College Programs 837 21.1% 1122 19.9%
Transferred to Other Types of Schools 17 0.4% 25 0.9%
Total Students Who Transferred® 1,936 48.8% 2,743 48.8%
Completed ATP but D|d_ No_t Transfer to 136 35% 281 5 0%
Other Programs or Institutions
Total Students Who Transferred o o
and/or Completed ATP 2,072 52.3% 3,024 53.8%
Did Not Complete ATP or.Tra_nsfe4r 1,892 47.7% 2,599 46 2%
to Other Programs or Institutions
Total Enrolled as First-Time Freshmen 3,964 100.0% 5,623 100.0%

'Data submitted by the Nebraska public community colleges to the Nebraska CoordinatiNG Commission
for Postsecondary Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005.

“Number of students who enrolled as first-time freshmen and who transferred or did not transfer to four-year
colleges within the three-year period from 2001-2002 through 2003-2004 or 2002-2003 through 2004-2005.

®0f the students who transferred, between 8% and 12% had completed academic transfer programs.
See Table A11.3 in Appendix 11 for supporting data.

*Includes students who continued their studies in the academic transfer program for more than three years,
students who stopped out, and students who dropped out.
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» Of the students who transferred with or without associate degrees, between 56% and 58%
transferred to four-year colleges, between 41% and 43% transferred to other community
college programs, and about 1% transferred to other types of schools. (See Table A11.4
in Appendix 11 for supporting data.)

» However, there was a difference between the transfer patterns of the student who completed
academic transfer programs and the students who transferred without associate degrees.
Specifically, students who earned associate degrees more frequently transferred to four-year
colleges and less frequently transferred to other community college programs.

» Conversely, students who transferred before completing the academic transfer program
less frequently transferred to four-year colleges and more frequently transferred to
community college programs. (See Table A11.5 in Appendix 11 for supporting data.)

Proposed Future Research

The Coordinating Commission plans to work with Nebraska’s public community colleges
to continue to monitor the completion and transfer rates for their academic transfer programs. In
addition, the Commission proposes to expand the current study to include estimates of the
graduation rates of students who begin their postsecondary studies in the academic transfer
programs offered by the state’s community colleges, but transfer to four-year institutions or other
community college programs.
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Section 4

Series of Baseline Comparison Tables

This section consists of a series of tables that provides a complete overview of the
statistical indicators that have been selected to monitor progress toward achieving the strategic
goals and objectives recommended by the 2003 LR 174 Task Force. Most of the baseline
indicators presented in these tables were selected on the basis of analyses described in
Volume 1 of the 2004 Baseline Report for the LR 174 Higher Education Task Force. A few
indicators have been added or deleted, based on subsequent analyses of data reported in this
volume of the 2005 Report for the LR 75 Legislative Evaluation Task Force on Higher
Education. Specifically, the tables presented in this section provide baseline and updated
statistics in the following areas of interest:

* Nebraska College Enrollment

* Numbers of Nebraska High School Graduates

» Nebraska High School Graduation Rates

» High School and College Readiness of Nebraska Students

» The Nebraska College Continuation Rate

» The Percentage of Nebraska High School Graduates Who Go to College in Nebraska
» The Number of Out-of-State and Foreign Students Attracted to Nebraska Colleges
» The Net-Migration of Nebraska-Resident and Non-Nebraska First-Time Freshmen
* The Amount of Need-Based Financial Aid Available to Nebraskans

» Minority Representation Among First-Time Freshmen at Nebraska Institutions

* Freshmen Retention Rates at Nebraska Colleges and Universities

» Graduation Rates at Nebraska Colleges and Universities

* Numbers of Degrees, Diplomas, and Certificates Awarded by Nebraska Institutions

* Nebraska Workforce Net Migration

Priority 1. Increase the number of students who enter postsecondary education in Nebraska.

Nebraska College Enrollment

The table on the following page provides baseline college enrollments for monitoring
progress toward increasing the number of students who enter postsecondary education in
Nebraska. These baselines were established and updated using the latest official enrollment data
obtained from the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) maintained by the
National Center for Education Statistics (NCES).
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Table 4.1 Nebraska Total Postsecondary Enroliment

2005 Update

Increase or
T Fall 2(.)03 Fall 2004 Decrease in % C_hange
otal Headcount Enrollment Baseline Since
Enrollment Enrollment NSumber of Fall 2003
tudents
University of Nebraska 46,015 45,122 - 893 -1.9%
NCTA-Curtis 215 220 5 2.3%
University of Nebraska at Kearney 6,379 6,382 3 0.0%
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 22,559 21,792 - 767 -3.4%
University of Nebraska Medical Center 2,865 2,904 39 1.4%
University of Nebraska at Omaha 13,997 13,824 -173 -1.2%
Nebraska State Colleges 7,652 7,650 -2 0.0%
Chadron State College 2,711 2,569 - 142 -5.2%
Peru State College 1,624 1,683 59 3.6%
Wayne State College 3,317 3,398 81 2.4%
Nebraska Community Colleges 39,575 40,233 658 1.7%
Central Community College 6,483 6,524 41 0.6%
Metropolitan Community College 12,838 12,961 123 1.0%
Mid-Plains Community College 3,084 2,957 - 127 -4.1%
Northeast Community College 4,858 5,053 195 4,0%
Southeast Community College 9,672 10,079 407 4.2%
Western Nebraska Community College 2,640 2,659 19 0.7%
Nebraska Public Institutions 93,242 93,005 - 237 - 0.3%
Nebraska Independent 23,994 25 696 1,702 7.1%
Colleges and Universities
Bellevue University 4,843 5,524 681 14.1%
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 242 305 63 26.0%
Clarkson College 596 666 70 11.7%
College of St. Mary 910 994 84 9.2%
Concordia University 1,205 1,379 174 14.4%
Creighton University 6,537 6,722 185 2.8%
Dana College 582 639 57 9.8%
Doane College 2,273 2,429 156 6.9%
Grace University 598 540 - 58 -9.7%
Hastings College 1,113 1,153 40 3.6%
Little Priest Tribal College 130 154 24 18.5%
Midland Lutheran College 944 947 3 0.3%
Nebraska Christian College 159 155 -4 - 2.5%
Nebraska Indian Community College 190 190 -0 0.0%%
Nebraska Methodist College 421 529 108 25.7%
Nebraska Wesleyan University 1,840 1,953 113 6.1%
Platte Valley Bible College 48 38 -10 - 20.8%
Union College 902 936 34 3.8%
York College 461 443 -18 - 3.9%
Nebraska Public and Independent 117,236 118,701 1.465 19%
Colleges and Universities
Private Career Colleges 3,144 3,394 250 8.0%
Total Nebraska 120,380 122,095 1,715 1.4%
Postsecondary Enrollment
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1.1 Increase the proportion of PK-12 students who graduate from high school, enroll
in postsecondary education and are adequately prepared to proceed through
postsecondary degree completion.

Numbers of Nebraska High School Graduates

The following two tables provide baseline and update statistics to monitor progress toward
increasing the proportion of PK-12 students who graduate from high school. These baselines
were established and updated using the latest data available from the Nebraska Department of

Education.
Table 4.2 Numbers of Nebraska High School Graduates
2005 Update
Indicator Baseline Basglir)e Update Up(:_iatje Change Since
Year Statistic Year Statistic Baseline Year
Number of High School Graduates
White (non-Hispanic) 17,541 17,211 -1.9%
Asian/Pacific Islander 279 309 +10.8%
Black (non-Hispanic) 2002-2003 841 | 2003-2004 884 +5.1%
Hispanic 776 890 +14.7%
Native American 167 168 +0.6%
Total Public Schools 19,604 19,462 -0.7%
ESU & SO* 134 94
Total Nonpublic Schools 2,234 2,162 -3.2%
Nebraska State Total 21,972 21,718 -1.2%

'ESU = Educational Service Units; SO = State-Operated Schools
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Nebraska High School Graduation Rates

Table 4.3 Nebraska High School Graduation and Dropout Rates

2005 Update

Indicator Baseline Basglilje Update Upc_iat_e Change Since
Year Statistic Year Statistic Baseline Year

4-Year Public High School

Graduation Rate

Nebraska 84.7% 86.5% 1.8%
White (non-Hispanic) 88.8% 90.3% 1.5%
Asian/Pacific Islander 2002-2003 ™83 5oy | 2003-2004 g0 9oy 7.4%
Black (non-Hispanic) 59.4% 63.5% 4.1%
Hispanic 58.3% 63.6% 5.3%
Native American 56.0% 55.1% - 0.9%
Male 82.7% 84.5% 1.8%
Female 86.8% 88.6% 1.8%

4-Year Public High School Graduation Rates for Schools

in the Counties with the Highest Numbers of Dropouts

Omaha Public Schools 63.5% 67.6% 4.1%

Lincoln Public Schools 72.5% 76.6% 4.1%

Grand Island Public Schools 2002-2003 774 9o | 2003-2004 779 594 4.3%

Fremont Public Schools 81.5% 85.4% 3.9%

Sguth Sioux City Community 73.3% 79.6% 6.3%

chools

North Platte Public Schools 83.9% 86.2% 2.3%

Hastings Public Schools 81.2% 80.5% -0.7%

Scottsbluff Public Schools 84.1% 78.1% -6.1%

Lexington Public Schools 80.2% 74.4% - 5.8%

Schuyler Central High School 71.2% 77.1% 6.0%

USNO A'HO ™ Nation Public 33.3% 61.9% 28.6%

chools

Winnebago Public Schools 56.8% 52.8% -4.0%

Walthill Public Schools 72.0% 33.3% - 38.7%

Santee Community Schools 66.7% 25.0% -41.7%
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Nebraska High School and College Readiness

The following two tables provide baseline and update statistics to monitor progress toward
increasing the proportion of Nebraska high school graduates who are prepared academically for
college-level coursework. These baselines were established and updated using the latest available
data from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) conducted by the National
Center for Education Statistics; ACT, Inc.; and the College Examination Board, which administers

the SAT Program.

Not all students take the tests upon which these statistics are based. NAEP relies on
a “representative sample” of students, and SAT and ACT statistics are based on the scores of
students who choose to take these respective tests.

Table 4.4 Nebraska NAEP Assessments of High School Readiness

2005 Update

Indicator Baseline Basglir)e Update Updat_e Change Since
Year Statistic Year Statistic Baseline Year
NAEP Assessments
% of 8™ Graders At or Above
the Proficient Achievement Level
Mathematics 2003 32% 2005 35% +3 %
Reading 2003 35% 2005 35% 0%
Science 2000 36% No update since 2000
Writing 2002 32% No update since 2002
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Table 4.5 Nebraska SAT I and ACT Assessments of College Readiness
2005 Update

Indicator Baseline Baseline Update Update Change Since
Year Statistic Year Statistic Baseline Year
SAT I: Reasoning Test
5 -
é’rg‘;:';?eg ST‘;*;‘;’GOJ 2004 7.6% 2005* 7.8% +0.2%
Average SAT | Scores
Average Verbal Score 569 574 + 5 points
Average Math Score 2004 576 2005 579 + 3 points
*Based on number of high school
graduates as of August 10, 2005
ACT Assessment
5 -
/6 of High School 2004 | 76.1% 2005 74.9% S 1.2%

Graduates Tested

Average ACT Composite Scores

Nebraska 21.7 21.8 +0.1
White (non-Hispanic) 2004 22.0 2005 22.1 +0.1
Asian/Pacific Islander 21.5 21.5 No change
Hispanic 18.7 18.7 No change
Native American 18.7 19.1 +0.4
Black (non-Hispanic) 17.7 17.6 -0.1

% of Students Tested Who
Took College-Prep Core

Nebraska 69.8% 71.3% +1.5%
White (non-Hispanic) 2004 70.4% 2005 71.9% +1.5%
Asian/Pacific Islander 77.0% 75.8% -1.2%
Hispanic 58.5% 58.8% + 0.3%
Native American 55.3% 58.9% + 3.6%
Black (non-Hispanic)®

% of Students Who Completed
More than the Minimum Core
in Four Subject Areas

English 58.6% 58.0% - 0.6%
Mathematics 2004 46.0% 2005 45.9% -0.1%
Social Sciences 45.3% 48.6% +3.3%
Natural Sciences 46.8% 50.5% +3.7%

Ypercentages are not reported for black non-Hispanics due to unexplained variability in the numbers of students
who self-reported information about the courses they took or planned to take before graduating from high school.
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Nebraska College Continuation Rate

The following table provides baseline and update statistics to monitor progress toward
increasing the proportion of Nebraska high school graduates who enroll in postsecondary
education within a year of high school graduation. These baselines were established and updated
using the latest available data from the Nebraska Department of Education and the Integrated
Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) maintained by the National Center for Education
Statistics. Relevant college enrollment data are collected every two years through IPEDS.

Table 4.6 Nebraska College Continuation Rate

2005 Update

Indicator Baseline Baseline Update Update Change Since
Year Statistic Year Statistic Baseline Year
College Continuation Rate
Number of Nebraska-
Resident First-Time
Freshmen Enrolled at
Degree-Granting and
Non-Degree-Granting 2002-2003 13,349 2004-2005 13,565 -1.6%
Postsecondary Institutions
within 12 Months of High
School Graduation
College Continuation Rate 2002-2003 61.6% 2004-2005 62.5% +0.9%
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1.2 The state’s postsecondary education system must more actively recruit Nebraska
high school graduates in order to increase the proportion of these graduates who

pursue their postsecondary education in Nebraska.

Nebraska High School Graduates Pursuing Postsecondary Education in Nebraska

The following table provides baseline and update statistics to monitor progress toward
increasing the proportion of Nebraska high school graduates who pursue their postsecondary
education at colleges and universities in Nebraska. These baselines were established and updated
using the latest available data from the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS)
maintained by the National Center for Education Statistics. These data are collected every two

years through IPEDS.

Table 4.7 Nebraska High School Graduates
Pursuing Postsecondary Education in Nebraska and Out of State
2005 Update

Baseline Baseline Update Update

Indicator Year Statistic Year Statistic

Change Since
Baseline Year

Number of Nebraska-
Resident First-Time
Freshmen Enrolled at 2002-2003 2004-2005
Nebraska Degree-Granting 10,836 10,887
Postsecondary Institutions
within 12 Months of High
School Graduation

+0.5%

Number of Nebraska-
Resident First-Time
Freshmen Enrolled at
Out-of-State Degree-Granting 2,513 2,678
Postsecondary Institutions
within 12 Months of High
School Graduation

+6.6%

% of Nebraska-Resident
First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska 2002-2003 81.2% | 2004-2005 80.3%
Degree-Granting
Postsecondary Institutions
within 12 Months of High
School Graduation

-0.9%

% of Nebraska-Resident
First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Out-of-State
Degree-Granting 18.8% 19.7%
Postsecondary Institutions
within 12 Months of High
School Graduation

+0.9%
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1.3 The state’s postsecondary education system must more actively recruit non-Nebraska
high school graduates in order to increase the number of such students who pursue
postsecondary education in Nebraska.

Non-Nebraska High School Graduates Pursuing Postsecondary Education in Nebraska

The following tables provide baseline and update statistics (1) to monitor progress toward
increasing the proportion of non-Nebraska high school graduates who pursue their postsecondary
education at colleges and universities in Nebraska and (2) to monitor the net migration of first-
time freshmen for Nebraska. These baselines were established and updated using the latest
available data from the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) maintained
by the National Center for Education Statistics. These data are collected every two years.

Table 4.8 Non-Nebraska High School Graduates
Pursuing Postsecondary Education in Nebraska

2005 Update

Indicator Baseline Baseline Update Update Change Since
Year Statistic Year Statistic Baseline Year
Number of Non-Nebraska
First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska 2002-2003 3,082 2004-2005 3,097 + 0.5%

Degree-Granting and
Non-Degree-Granting
Postsecondary Institutions

Net Migration of First-Time Freshmen

Table 4.9 Net Migration of First-Time Freshmen

2005 Update

Indicator

Baseline
Year

Baseline
Statistic

Update
Year

Update
Statistic

Change Since
Baseline Year

In-Migration

Number of Non-Nebraska
First-Time Freshmen Who
Who Enrolled at Nebraska
Colleges and Universities
Within 12 Months of High
School Graduation

Out-Migration

Number of Resident
Nebraska First-Time
Freshmen Who Enrolled

at Out-of-State Colleges and
Universities Within 12 Months

of High School Graduation

2002-2003

2,281

2,513

2004-2005

2,424

+ 143

2,678

+ 165

Net Migration

- 232

- 254

-22
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1.4 Increase the number and proportion of Nebraska postsecondary students who are
currently underrepresented in the state’s higher education system.

Minority Representation Among First-Time Freshmen at Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions

The following table provides baseline statistics to monitor the numbers and percentages
of minority students enrolled as first-time freshmen in Nebraska’s higher education system.
These baselines were established and updated using the latest available data from the Integrated
Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) maintained by the National Center for Education

Statistics.
Table 4.10 Representation of Minorities
in the Nebraska Postsecondary Education System
2005 Update
Indicator Baseline Basglir_le Update Uant_e Change Since
Year Statistic Year Statistic Baseline Year
Number of First-Time
Freshmen Enrolled at 2003-2004 2004-2005
Nebraska Degree-Granting
and Non-Degree-Granting
Postsecondary Institutions
White (non-Hispanic) 17,885 16,303 - 8.8%
Asian/Pacific Islander 363 364 +0.3%
Hispanic 688 743 + 8.0%
Native American 202 225 +11.4%
Black (non-Hispanic) 922 825 -10.5%
% of First-Time
Freshmen Enrolled at
Nebraska Degree-Granting
and Non-Degree-Granting
Postsecondary Institutions
White (non-Hispanic) 89.2% 88.3% -0.9%
Asian/Pacific Islander 1.8% 2.0% +0.2%
Hispanic 3.4% 4.0% +0.6%
Native American 1.0% 1.2% +0.2%
Black (non-Hispanic) 4.6% 4.5% -0.1%
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1.5 Increase need-based financial aid in order to improve access to higher education
for Nebraskans with limited financial means.

The Amount of Need-Based Financial Aid Available to Nebraskans

The following table provides baseline and update statistics to monitor the amount of
need-based aid available for Nebraskans with limited financial resources. These baselines were
established and updated using the latest available financial aid records maintained by the
Commission, data obtained from the U.S. Department of Education Office of Postsecondary
Education, and Nebraska DAS Supplements.

Table 4.11 Need-Based Financial Aid Available to Nebraskans (Excluding Loans)

2005 Update

Indicator Baseline Baseline Update Update Change Since
Year Statistic Year Statistic Baseline Year
Nebraska State Grants (NSG) Awarded
through All Nebraska Institutions
Total Grants Awarded $8,735,163 $8,336,694 -4.6%
Number of Nebraska-Resident
Pell Grant-Eligible Students 25,022 28,992 +15.9%
Number of Students 13,031 12,139 - 6.8%
Awarded an NSG 2003-2004 2004-2005
Percent of Nebraska-Resident,
Pell Grant-Eligible Students 52.1% 41.9% -10.2%
Awarded an NSG
Average NSG Award $670 $687 +2.5%
Need-Based Aid Awarded through
Nebraska Public Institutions
NSG State-Funded Portion 2003-2004 | $4,386,690 | 2004-2005 | $4,477,478 | +2.1%
NSG Federal-Funded Portion $584,110 $337,759 | -42.2%
Total Nebraska State Grants $4,970,800 $4,815,237 -3.1%
Federal Pell Grants $45,879,222 $48,606,216 | +5.9%
FSEOG! $2,646,427 $2,677,597 +1.2%
Federal Work Study $3,882,831 $3,825,314 -1.5%
Total Title IV Aid
Excluding Loans $57,379,280 $59,924,364 + 4.4%
Other Need-Based Aid
from Institutional Sources $12,513,302 $15,443,742 | +23.4%
Total Need-Based Aid
Excluding Loans $69,892,582 $75,368,106 +7.8%
'FSEOG = Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant.
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Priority 2: Increase the proportion of students who enroll and successfully persist
through degree program completion.

2.1 The state’s postsecondary education system must work collaboratively with
Nebraska’s PK-12 education system to improve the preparedness of students to
undertake and successfully complete postsecondary education programs of study.

Statistical baselines have not been established to monitor the collaborative relationships
between the PK-12 education system and Nebraska colleges and universities. Instead,
the public institutions have submitted descriptions of how and to what extent they are
collaborating with PK-12 schools to achieve the priorities established by the LR 174

Higher Education Task Force in 2003. Summaries of these descriptions are published
in Volume 2 of this report.
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2.2 The state’s postsecondary education system must more actively engage in student
retention efforts and decrease the proportion of postsecondary education students
who fail to persist beyond their first year(s) of enrollment.

Freshmen Retention Rates

The following table presents baseline and updated freshmen retention rates for institutions
within Nebraska’s postsecondary education system. The baseline rate for each institution is the
most recent rate reported to ACT, Inc. prior to 2003-2004. Consequently, baseline years vary,
depending on when institutions previously reported their freshmen retention rates to ACT, Inc.
As a point of reference, the fall 2004 average retention rate for all reporting four-year colleges

in the United States was 74.5%

Table 4.12 Nebraska Freshmen Retention Rates

2005 Update

0 0,
_ % of Fall Most Recent % of Fall 2003 Ch_ange
Indicator or Institution Base_lme Freshmen Reporting Freshmen Slnc_e
Period Enrolled the Period Enrolled Baseline
Following Fall in Fall 2004 Period
Median Rate for All
Reporting Institutions 71.5% 70.0% 1 1.5%
] 2002-2003 2003-2004
Median Rate fo_r Ngbraska 76.0% 74.5% | 1.5%
Four-Year Institutions
University of Nebraska
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 81% 79% 1 2%
University of Nebraska at Kearney 81% 81% No Change
University of Nebraska at Omaha 2002-2003 73% 2003-2004 75% 1 2%
Neb_raska College of Technical 750 750 No Change
Agriculture
Nebraska State Colleges
Chadron State Coll 77% 70% 7%
adron State College 2002-2003 0 ] 1 7%
Wayne State College 70% 2003-2004 70% No Change
Peru State College 2001-2002 55% 60% 1 5%
Nebraska Community Colleges
So_utheast Community College 96% 95% L 1%
Milford Campus
Southeast Community College 2002-2003
. y 9 70% 70% No Change
Beatrice Campus
Southeast Community College 0 0 0
Lincoln Campus 2001-2002 30% 34% 14%
Northeast Community College 64% 65% 1 1%
i 2003-2004
Western Nebraska Community 1999-2000 50% No Report
College-Sidney
Western Nebraska Community ) 0 0 0
College-Scottsbluff 2002-2003 54% 51% L 3%
Mid-Plains Community College 2002-2003 45% 42% 1 3%
Metropolitan Community College | 2002-2003 38% 47% 1 9%
Central Community College None No Report No Report

Continued on the next page.
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Table 4.12 (Continued) Nebraska Freshmen Retention Rates

2005 Update

% of Fall % of Fall 2003 .
. oo Baseline Freshmen Most Re_cent Freshmen Change _Slnce
Indicator or Institution Period? Enrolled the Repo_rtlng Enrolled Base_llne
Following Fall Period in Fall 2004 Period
Independent Colleges & Universities
Creighton University 2002-2003 91% 88% | 3%
Clarkson College 85% 85% No Change
ggeannCI;SGH College of Health 2001-2002 84% 76% L 8%
Doane College 83% 79% 1 4%
Nebraska Wesleyan University 82% 81% 1 1%
Concordia University 2002-2003 80% 80% No Change
Nebraska Methodist College 78% 74% 1 4%
Midland Lutheran College 2001-2002 76% No Report
Hastings College 75% 75% No Change
Union College 70% 70% No Change
iiiﬂ?niﬁigory e creat 2002-2003 7% S 0% No Change
York College 68% 66% 1 2%
College of Saint Mary 68% 68% No Change
Dana College 60% 66% 1 6%
Nebraska Christian College 2001-2002 57% No Report
Bellevue University 55% No Report
Grace University 44% No Report
Summit Christian College’ 2002-2003 41% 41% No Change
Little Priest Tribal College 38% 38% No Change
ggﬁ;zsga Indian Community 320 3206 No Change
Private Degree-Granting
Career Schools
Vatterott College — Omaha 2001-2002 93% No Report
Hamilton College — Lincoln 2002-2003 75% 2003-2004 80% 1 5%
Nebraska College of Business 1999-2000 70% No Report
Private Non-Degree-Granting
Career School
é;%?gfggﬁ'f?r'ifncglzgy’f 2002-2003 86% 2003-2004 86% No Change

*Summit Christian College was previously known as Platte Valley Bible College.
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Graduation Rates at Nebraska Colleges and Universities

The following table provides baseline and updated college graduation rates for monitoring
Nebraska’s postsecondary education system as a whole. These baselines were established and
updated using the latest available completion rate data from the Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System (IPEDS) maintained by the National Center for Education Statistics.

Table 4.13 Nebraska College Graduation Rates
2005 Update
Indicator Baseline Baseline Update Update Change Since
Year Statistic Year Statistic Baseline Year
Graduation Rates by Sector
Nebraska 48.0% 47.9% -0.1%
University of Nebraska 2002-2003 52.2% | 2003-2004 55.0% +2.8%
Nebraska State Colleges 43.1% 45.5% +2.4%
Nebraska Community 37.7% 32 8% - 4.9%
Colleges
Indeper_ldent_ C_:olleges 57.0% 58.7% +17
and Universities
Graduation Rates by Race/Ethnicity’
Nebraska 48.4% 49.2% 0.8%
White (non-Hispanic) 2002-2003 49.7% | 2003-2004 50.6% +0.9%
Asian/Pacific Islander 52.5% 49.2% - 3.3%
Hispanic 31.9% 35.4% + 3.5%
Native American 24.2% 17.8% - 6.4%
Black (non-Hispanic) 24.3% 25.7% + 1.4%
'Not including foreign students and students of unknown race/ethnicity.
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Numbers of Degrees, Diplomas, and Certificates Awarded by Nebraska Institutions

The following table provides baseline and update statistics for monitoring the numbers
and percentages of bachelor’s degrees, associate degrees, diplomas, and certificates awarded by
colleges and universities in Nebraska’s postsecondary education system. These baselines were
established and updated using the latest available data from the Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System (IPEDS) maintained by the National Center for Education Statistics.

Table 4.14 Bachelor’s Degrees, Associate Degrees, Diplomas, and Certificates
Awarded by Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions
2005 Update

Baseline Baseline Update Update Change Since
Year Statistic Year Statistic Baseline Year

Indicator

Number of Undergraduate Degrees & Certificates
Bachelor’s Degrees 11,845 11,444 - 3.4%

Associate Degrees 2002-2003 2003-2004 )
and Certificates 6,874 7,029 +2.3%

Number of Bachelor’s Degrees
by Race/Ethnicity’

White (non-Hispanic) 10,385 9,929 - 4.4%
Asian/Pacific Islander 2002-2003 |~ 9gp | 2003-2004 198 - 20.8%
Hispanic 250 237 -5.2%
Native American 51 53 + 3.9%
Black (non-Hispanic) 310 351 +13.2%

Number of Associate Degrees, Diplomas,
and Certificates by Race/Ethnicity"

White (non-Hispanic) 6,111 6,295 + 3.0%
Asian/Pacific Islander 2002-2003 |10 | 2003-2004 70 -30.0%
Hispanic 153 147 -3.9%
Native American 42 52 + 23.8%
Black (non-Hispanic) 331 319 -3.6%

!Not including foreign students and students of unknown race/ethnicity.
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2.3 The state’s postsecondary system must expand upon and strengthen existing associate
degree to baccalaureate degree “2 plus 2" and other degree-credit transfer programs.

Statistical baselines have not been established to monitor “2 plus 2” and other degree-credit
transfer programs, but research is being conducted by the Commission and Nebraska’s
public postsecondary institutions that may lead to the establishment of baselines using

data submitted to and retrieved from the National Student Clearinghouse.

Priority 3. Reduce out-migration of Nebraskans with high levels of educational attainment.

Nebraska Workforce Net Migration

The following table provides baseline statistics for monitoring progress toward reducing
and then reversing out-migration of Nebraskans with high levels of educational attainment. These
baselines were established using the latest available data from the U.S. Census Bureau.

Table 4.15 Nebraska Workforce Net Migration
2005 Update

Indicator Baseline Basglir)e Update Updat_e Change Since
Year Statistic Year Statistic Baseline Year
Net Migration of 22-t0-29-Year-Olds
by Education Attainment’
Less than High School 4,243
High School 2000 2,191
Some College 478
Associate Degree - 653 .
Bachelor’s Degree - 3,169 't\rl]z ggfg tgeLrJ]QSSI
Master’s Degree - 355
Professional Degree - 785
Doctorate - 138
Total Adults 1,812

Net Migration of 30-to-64-Year-Olds
by Education Attainment’

Less than High School 4,745
High School 2000 185
Some College - 985
Associate Degree 184 .
Bachelor’s Degree - 348 It\fllg ggfg téeLrJ]QSSI
Master’s Degree - 1,950
Professional Degree - 588
Doctorate -178
Total Adults 1,065

'Source: U.S. Census Bureau.
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Section 5
The NSC Pilot Research Project

In October 2005, the Coordinating Commission completed exploratory research based
on data submitted to and retrieved from the National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) by all of
Nebraska’s public colleges and universities. Referred to as the NSC Pilot Research Project, this
requested research was initiated by the LR 174 Task Force and its Chair, Senator Don Pederson,
to address a variety of questions that cannot be answered using the data available through the
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) or from other established sources
such as ACT, Inc.

In general, the NSC Pilot Research Project was designed to begin to estimate the extent
to which undergraduates enrolled at Nebraska’s public colleges and universities:

- continue their studies at the same institution where they enrolled as first-time
freshmen or transfer to other institutions during or at the end of their first year
in college

- transfer to and from two-year and four-year colleges during any academic year
- concurrently enroll at two or more institutions

- complete academic transfer programs at Nebraska’s public community colleges
and transfer to four-year colleges, with or without associate degrees

- graduate from two-year or four-year colleges within six or more years, regardless
of whether they continue their studies at the same public institution where they
enrolled as first-time freshmen, or whether they start or continue their postsecondary
studies as full-time or part-time students

- continue their studies as full-time or part-time students when they do not complete
their degree programs within the three-year or six-year completion period typically
designated for associate and bachelor’s degrees, respectively

Data from the National Student Clearinghouse are not without limitations. However,
they are the only data available to answer questions about the concurrent enrollment and transfer
rates of undergraduates enrolled in Nebraska’s public postsecondary institutions. Similarly, the
Clearinghouse is the only source of data to calculate the retention, persistence, and graduation
rates of undergraduates who do not continue their postsecondary studies at the same institution
where they enrolled as first-time freshmen.

Data Available from the National Student Clearinghouse

Founded in 1993, the National Student Clearinghouse is a not-for-profit corporation
headquartered in Herndon, Virginia, that serves as a central repository of postsecondary student
enrollment data voluntarily submitted by 2,789 colleges and universities. These institutions
enroll 14.9 million, or slightly more than 90%, of the postsecondary students currently enrolled
in the United States. The Clearinghouse also maintains enrollment records for more than 50
million former college students.
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Participating higher education institutions regularly submit current enrollment files to
the Clearinghouse through electronic means. Files of students for previous periods of time also
may be submitted to the Clearinghouse. All student files include identifying information and
enrollment data. Based on the data submitted, the Clearinghouse can create a record for any
individual student that shows when the student was enrolled at any participating institution
during the time period specified by the institution or other organization requesting the
information. In the process of handling data submission and retrieval requests, the
Clearinghouse operates in compliance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA). As a result, the Clearinghouse does not release any enrollment or graduation data
except as expressly authorized.

Enrollment status data available from the Clearinghouse categorizes students as full-time,
half-time but less-than-full-time, less than half-time, withdrawn, on an approved leave of
absence, or deceased. Whether or not a student has graduated (G status) is reported for about
80% to 85% of the students who have attended the institutions that currently submit data to the
Clearinghouse. More detailed data, including degree earned and major course of study, are
reported for about 55% of the students who have been enrolled at currently participating
institutions.

Enrollment data can be retrieved by any institution that submits data to the Clearinghouse.
However, graduation-related data are available only to institutions that participate in the
DegreeVerify*™ service offered by the Clearinghouse.

Currently, all of the public colleges and universities in Nebraska are authorized to submit
and retrieve Clearinghouse enrollment data. However, with the exception of the University
of Nebraska at Omaha, the campuses constituting the University of Nebraska were not
participating in the DegreeVerify*™ program when the NSC Pilot Research Project was
conducted. Consequently, these institutions did not have access to graduation status data
when they contributed to this research.

Design of the NSC Pilot Research Project

The NSC Pilot Research Project was designed to begin to estimate concurrent enroliment,
retention, transfer, persistence, graduation, and dropout rates that cannot be calculated using data
available from IPEDS or ACT, Inc., but can be estimated using data retrieved from the National
Student Clearinghouse.

Data Collection

To achieve the overall objective of the NSC Pilot Research Project, the Commission
asked all of Nebraska’s public institutions to provide enrollment data for a baseline year and the
following year. The baseline year depended on the statistics of interest. For example, total
undergraduate enrollments were requested for 2003-2004 and 2004-2005 as the basis for
estimating concurrent enrollments and one-year student transfer rates. On the other hand,
enrollments of first-time freshmen in the academic transfer programs offered by Nebraska’s six
public community colleges were requested for 2001-2002 and 2002-2003, so that completion and
transfer rates could be calculated for the three-year periods from 2001-2003 through 2003-2004
and from 2002-2003 through 2004-2005.
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Given the enrollment counts requested for the two years, each institution was asked to
use data retrieved from the National Student Clearinghouse to determine the number of their
students who were concurrently enrolled at other institutions, the numbers of students who
transferred to and from the institution, the number of students who completed degree programs,
and other counts related to the specific objectives of the research. In addition, the institutions
were asked to list the ten institutions that accounted for the highest numbers of concurrently
enrolled students and the highest numbers of students who transferred to and from the institution
during each of the two years specified in the study. (Copies of the data requests distributed to
the institutions are available upon request from the Commission.)

Data Analysis

The data reported to the Commission were analyzed by Commission staff after all of the
data were submitted and after all of the institutions were given the opportunity to review the
recorded data and make any necessary changes. With minor exceptions, the Commission’s
analysis focused on the combined data for the University of Nebraska system, the state colleges,
and the community colleges, rather than on the statistics for each institution within the three
sectors. Conclusions drawn from a sector-level analysis do not, of course, reflect the unique and
specialized characteristics of each of the institutions within a sector. However, the primary
purpose of the Commission’s analysis was to examine Nebraska’s public postsecondary
education system as a whole, rather than to focus on comparisons of institutions within or across
the three sectors. Additionally, the Commission believes the combined-data approach is
appropriate for the first examination of data collected through the National Student Clearinghouse.

Limitations of the NSC Pilot Research Project

Since the NSC Pilot Research Project was the first research project based on data
submitted to and retrieved from the National Student Clearinghouse by all of Nebraska’s public
postsecondary institutions, and the first time several of these institutions had used the services of
the Clearinghouse for data submission and retrieval, the process of data collection was more
difficult and time-consuming for the institutions than the Commission expected. In addition, the
NSC Pilot Research Project was characterized by several limitations that affect the extent to
which the findings of this study can be generalized.

Inclusion of Non-Degree-Seeking Students

In conducting the NSC Pilot Research Project, the Commission took a broader approach
to data collection than IPEDS or ACT, Inc. For example, IPEDS data only focuses on first-time,
full-time freshmen for retention rates. In taking a broader approach, the Commission asked the
participating institutions to include all undergraduates or all first-time freshmen, whichever was
appropriate, when submitting enrollment counts and retrieving data from the Clearinghouse.

As a result, both degree-seeking and non-degree-seeking students were included in the counts
reported to the Commission.

The advantage of this approach is that it captures students who were not designated as
degree-seeking but who continued their studies toward degree completion. The disadvantage is
that the study includes many students who were enrolled but had no desire, intention, or reason
to continue their studies beyond the one or few courses they were taking during the time period
specified in the research design.
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The inclusion of non-degree-seeking students affected the results of the NSC Pilot
Research Project to varying degrees, depending on the particular statistic that was calculated
and the institution or sector for which data were collected. Consequently, the inclusion
of non-degree-seeking students should be considered as a limitation of this study, even though it
legitimately provided the broadest possible perspective for examining concurrent enrollment and
transfer rates. In the future, research will focus on degree-seeking students so that the resulting
statistics will be more directly comparable within and across sectors.

Exclusion of Foreign Students

Foreign students account for less than 2% of the undergraduates at Nebraska’s public
colleges and universities, with percentages varying by institution and sector. Foreign students
were excluded from the NSC Pilot Research Project so that the transfer rates of Nebraska-
resident students could be compared directly to the transfer rates of out-of-state students who
may or may not have transfer patterns similar to those of foreign students. However, the
exclusion of foreign students is a limitation of the project, and in the future, foreign students
will be included in requested counts based on Clearinghouse data.

Errors and Inconsistencies in Data Collection

Since the NSC Pilot Research Project was the first time the Commission had asked for
Clearinghouse-based data and the first time several of the institutions had used the services of the
Clearinghouse for data submission and retrieval, there understandably were errors and
inconsistencies that affected the findings of the study to varying degrees. In the future, the
Commission will not request as much Clearinghouse data for a single project, all requests will be
more precisely defined, and the institutions will be more experienced in collecting data through
the services of the Clearinghouse. As a result, errors will be less likely to occur, and most
inconsistencies in data collection should be avoided. Also, the Commission staff has scheduled
a December 13-14, 2005 conference with National Student Clearinghouse staff and institutional
representatives to discuss how future research efforts can be improved.

Limitations of National Student Clearinghouse Data

The national database maintained by the Clearinghouse has limitations that cannot be
overcome by improvements in research design or data collection procedures. For example, if a
student is no longer attending any institution that submits enrollment files to the Clearinghouse,
it is impossible to determine if the student has dropped out or temporarily stopped out of higher
education unless the student reappears in enrollment files sometime later, confirming that the
student only temporarily suspended his or her studies. Also, if a student passes away after he
or she suspends his or her studies at a participating institution, there is no way of distinguishing
this individual from former students who dropped out or temporarily stopped out of the higher
education system.

Clearinghouse data also has the limitation of not including graduation status data for all
of the institutions that submit enrollment files. While the number of institutions that submit
graduation data is increasing, the lack of graduation status data for between 6% and 11% of the
students represented in the Clearinghouse’s most recent student files must be considered as a
current limitation.
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Important Caveat

Given the limitations of the NSC Pilot Research Project, it is important to consider the
findings of this study as preliminary estimates and not as baseline or update statistics with the
reliability of those calculated using IPEDS data.

Reported Findings of the NSC Pilot Research Project

The remainder of this section focuses on the findings of the NSC Pilot Research Project
that pertain to concurrent enrollment, undergraduate one-year transfer rates, and the differences
between the transfer rates of Nebraska-resident and out-of-state students. The findings related
to freshmen retention and transfer rates are reported in Section 2.2a, and the initial findings
pertaining to the completion and transfer rates for community college academic transfer
programs are presented in Section 2.3 of this report.

The results of the NSC Pilot Research Project pertaining to six-year graduation and
persistence rates are not included in this report for two reasons. First, with the exception of the
University of Nebraska at Omaha, the institutions constituting the University of Nebraska were
not participating in the DegreeVerify*™ service available through the Clearinghouse when the
NSC Pilot Research Project was conducted. As a result, they could not provide the necessary
data to compute graduation or persistence rates for students who transferred to other institutions
to continue their studies.

Second, the inclusion of non-degree-seeking students in the NSC Pilot Research Project
resulted in calculated graduation rates that will be more meaningful if they can be compared to
rates based on data for degree-seeking students. Consequently, the Commission proposes to
conduct further research, in cooperation with Nebraska’s public institutions, to estimate
graduation rates for full-time and part-time degree-seeking students. When this additional
research has been completed, the graduation and persistence rates calculated with the data
collected through the NSC Pilot Research Project will be reported along with the rates for
degree-seeking students.

Dropout rates also are not discussed in this report, even though the institutions that
participated in this study were asked to use Clearinghouse data to determine the number of
students who did not complete diploma, certificate, or degree programs and were not enrolled at
any postsecondary institution as of the end of specified time frames. As previously mentioned,
one of the limitations of Clearinghouse data is that there is no way to distinguish between
students who drop out or temporarily stop out of their educational programs. Consequently, the
reported findings of the NSC Pilot Research Project focus on the students who have continued or
completed their postsecondary studies, rather than on those who have stopped out or dropped out
of the higher education system.
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Concurrent Enrollment Rates and Patterns

One of the objectives of the NSC Pilot Research Project was to determine the extent to
which undergraduates at Nebraska’s public colleges and universities are concurrently enrolled
at two or more institutions. More specifically, the research was designed (1) to estimate the
percentage of students who are concurrently enrolling at institutions only within the public sector
and (2) to estimate the extent to which students are taking courses simultaneously at four-year
and two-year institutions.

To address these questions, Nebraska’s public colleges and universities were asked to
report their total undergraduate enrollment for 2003-2004 and 2004-2005 and to use data
retrieved from the National Student Clearinghouse to determine how many students were
concurrently enrolled at other institutions during each of the two academic years. In addition,
each institution was asked to identify the ten institutions that accounted for the highest numbers
of concurrently enrolled undergraduate students at the institution during each of the two
academic years. After these data were submitted, each of the institutions outside of the Nebraska
public postsecondary education system was categorized as a four-year institution, two-year
institution, or career school, using the IPEDS classification of the institution.

Total Concurrent Enrollment

» Asevidenced in Table 5.1 on the next page, concurrently enrolled students accounted for
about 11% of all undergraduates who attended Nebraska’s public postsecondary institutions
in 2003-2004 and 2004-2005.

» With the exception of the Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture (NCTA), the
concurrent enrollment rates for the individual institutions ranged from 3.2% to 18.2% in
2003-2004, and from 4.0% to 16.8% in 2004-2005.

» Higher concurrent enrollment rates of 24.3% in 2003-2004 and 26.0% in 2004-2005
for NCTA are attributable to the number of NCTA students concurrently enrolled at
Mid-Plains Community College.

» Eleven of the 14 public institutions reported concurrent enrollments that varied by less than
2% between 2003-2004 and 2004-2005.

» The remaining three institutions reported concurrent enrollments that were between 3% and
4% higher or lower in 2004-2005 than in 2003-2004.

» Consequently, concurrent enroliment at Nebraska public colleges and universities can be
considered relatively stable over the two-year period.

* In general, the community colleges reported lower rates of concurrent enrollment than the

University of Nebraska and the Nebraska state colleges. However, as evidenced in Table 5.1,
concurrent enrollment rates varied within each sector.
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Table 5.1

Concurrent Enrollment Rates for Undergraduate Students
Enrolled at Nebraska Public Postsecondary Institutions
2003-2004 and 2004-2005"

2003-2004 2004-2005
qu“.c Total Number Concurrent Total Number Concurrent
Institution Undergrad of Students Enrollment Undergrad of Students Enrollment
Enrollment? COIS currently Rate Enrollment? | Concurrently Rate
nrolled Enrolled
NCTA 222 54 24.3% 223 58 26.0%
UNK 5,368 516 9.6% 5,337 526 9.9%
UNL 18,251 2,667 14.6% 17,508 2,469 14.1%
UNMC 870 158 18.2% 924 155 16.8%
UNO 12,128 1,913 15.8% 12,043 1,785 14.8%
University of | - ¢ 539 5,308 14.4% 36,035 4,993 13.9%
Nebraska Total
Chadron State 2,521 357 14.2% 2,461 395 16.1%
Peru State 1,741 126 7.2% 1,827 186 10.2%
Wayne State 2,850 326 11.4% 2,884 343 11.9%
State CO%%ZSI 7,112 809 11.4% 7172 924 12.9%
Central CC 13,767 446 3.2% 13,784 630 4.6%
Metro CC 21,742 2,635 12.1% 22,139 2,615 11.8%
Mid-Plains CC 5,723 201 3.5% 5,721 229 4.0%
Northeast CC 6,765 384 5.7% 7,291 364 5.0%
Southeast CC 15,310 2,568 16.8% 15,936 2,064 13.0%
Western NE CC 4 506 505 11.2% 6,635 489 7.4%
Community | 57 g1 6,739 9.9% 71,506 6,391 8.9%
Colleges Total
Public
Institutions 111,764 12,856 11.5% 114,713 12,308 10.7%
Total

'Data submitted by the Nebraska public postsecondary institutions to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005. Spreadsheets of the data submitted by the

institutions and the calculated rates shown in this table are available upon request from the Commission.

“Counts include non-degree-seeking students and exclude foreign students.

Enrollment at the Institutions Accounting

for the Highest Numbers of Concurrently Enrolled Students

As mentioned previously, each Nebraska public institution was asked to identify the ten
institutions that accounted for the highest numbers of undergraduates concurrently enrolled at the
institution during 2003-2004 and 2004-2005, and to report the number of students enrolled at
each institution. The resulting arrays of data from the 14 participating institutions were analyzed
to estimate the percentages of concurrently enrolled students who only attended institutions
within the Nebraska public postsecondary education system and the percentage who took courses
at both four-year and two-year colleges, regardless of location.
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* Asshown in Table 5.2 below, enrollments at the institutions accounting for the highest
numbers of concurrently enrolled students represented 91.6% of all concurrently enrolled
undergraduates in 2003-2004 and 88.4% of all concurrently enrolled students in 2004-2005.

* More than 75% of the concurrently enrolled students in each sector attended the institutions
that accounted for the highest numbers of concurrently enrolled students, and about 95% of
concurrently enrolled students at the campuses constituting the University of Nebraska
attended the institutions included in the “top ten” lists submitted by the University.

» The percentages of students who attended the institutions with the highest numbers of
concurrently enrolled students varied by institution as well as by sector. However, at least
80% of the concurrently enrolled students at each of the participating institutions were
accounted for by the institutions with the highest enrollments, except in the cases of three
institutions in 2004-2005. (See Table A12.1 in _Appendix 12 for supporting data.)

Table 5.2
Percentages of Concurrently Enrolled Students at Nebraska Public Postsecondary
Institutions Who Were Enrolled at the Institutions Accounting
for the Highest Numbers of Concurrently Enrolled Students by Sector
2003-2004 and 2004-2005"

2003-2004 2004-2005
Public Number Number and Percentage Number Number and Percentage
Institution of Students of Students Enrolled at the of Students of Students Enrolled at the
Concurrently | Institutions with the Highest | Concurrently | Institutions with the Highest
Enrolled? Concurrent Enrollment Enrolled? Concurrent Enrollment
University of
Nebraska Total 5,308 5,103 96.1% 4,993 4,713 94.4%
State Colleges 809 743 | 91.8% 924 710 76.8%
Community 0 0
Colleges Total 6,739 5,927 88.0% 6,391 5,456 85.4%
Nebraska Public
Institutions Total 12,856 11,773 91.6% 12,308 10,879 88.4%

!Data submitted by the Nebraska public institutions to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary
Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005. See Table A12.1 in Appendix 12 for supporting data.

“Counts include non-degree-seeking students and exclude foreign students.

Concurrent Enrollment within the Public Sector

* Asshown in Table 5.3 on the next page, institutions within the Nebraska public postsecondary
education system accounted for 86.2% of the students at the institutions with the highest
numbers of concurrently enrolled undergraduates in both 2003-2004 and 2004-2005.

* In comparison, 13.8% of these students were concurrently enrolled at institutions outside
the Nebraska public postsecondary education system. (See Table A12.2 in Appendix 12
for a list of the institutions outside the Nebraska public postsecondary education system
and Table A12.3 in Appendix 12 for supporting data.)
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Table 5.3
Estimated Percentage of Students Concurrently Enrolled at Institutions
within the Nebraska Public Postsecondary Education System
2003-2004 and 2004-2005"

% of Students
Noof | motan | EOleO
Undergraduates | Concurrently X
Accounting for the
Category of Concurrently Concurrently Enrolled s

Enrolled Undergraduates Highest Numbers

Enrolled Undergraduates 9 of Concurrently
Enrolled Students

2003-2004

Students Enrolled at the Institutions Accounting
for the Highest Numbers of Concurrently
Enrolled Undergraduates

Concurrently Enrolled at Nebraska o o
Public Colleges & Universities 10,149 79.0% 86.2%

Concurrently Enrolled at Institutions
Outside the Nebraska Public 1,624 12.6% 13.8%
Postsecondary Education System

Subtotal 11,773 91.6% 100.0%
Additional Students Concurrently Enrolled
at Institutions Within or Outside the Nebraska 1,083 8.4%
Public Postsecondary Education System
Total Concurrently Enrolled Undergraduates 12,856 100.0%
2004-2005

Students Enrolled at the Institutions Accounting
for the Highest Numbers of Concurrently
Enrolled Undergraduates

Concurrently Enrolled at Nebraska o o
Public Colleges & Universities 9,381 76.2% 86.2%

Concurrently Enrolled at Institutions
Outside the Nebraska Public 1,498 12.2% 13.8%
Postsecondary Education System

Subtotal 10,879 88.4% 100.0%
Additional Students Concurrently Enrolled
at Institutions Within or Outside the Nebraska 1,429 11.6%
Public Postsecondary Education System
Total Concurrently Enrolled Undergraduates 12,308 100.0%

'Data submitted by the Nebraska public institutions to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary
Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005. Counts are based on data summarized in Table A12.3 in
Appendix 12. Spreadsheets of the data submitted by the institutions are available upon request from the
Coordinating Commission.
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As also evidenced in Table 5.3 on the preceding page, students concurrently enrolled
at Nebraska’s public colleges and universities accounted for 76% and 79% of all
concurrently enrolled undergraduates in 2003-2004 and 2004-2005, respectively.

Consequently, based on these statistics, at least 80% of the concurrently enrolled
undergraduates at Nebraska’s public colleges and universities are staying within the
Nebraska public postsecondary education system when they take courses at two or
more institutions.

Concurrent Enrollment at Four-Year and Two-Year Colleges

The institutions accounting for the highest numbers of concurrent enrollment for each

of Nebraska’s public colleges and universities were classified as four-year, two-year, or private
career schools based on their IPEDS designations. Based on this analysis, patterns of concurrent
enrollment varied both across and within the groups of four-year and two-year institutions that
constitute Nebraska’s public postsecondary education system.

In general, more than 60% of the concurrently enrolled students at Nebraska’s public
four-year institutions attended two-year institutions, while fewer than 40% simultaneously
attended four-year colleges, as shown in Part 1 of Table 5.4 on the next page.

However, as also presented in Part 1 of Table 5.4, concurrent enrollment percentages vary
among the four-year institutions in such a way that there were three distinct patterns of
enrollment evidenced.

Slightly more than half of the concurrently enrolled students at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln (UNL) and the University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC) took courses
simultaneously at other four-year institutions, while slightly less than half were concurrently
enrolled at two-year colleges.

The percentage of students concurrently enrolled at two-year colleges was higher at the
University of Nebraska at Kearney, the University of Nebraska at Omaha, and Peru State
College, and even higher at Wayne State College, where about 90% of the concurrently
enrolled students attended two-year institutions.

The statistics for Chadron State College were not consistent over the two-year period, so
that the institution’s concurrent enrollment was similar to Peru State’s in 2003-2004 but
more comparable to Wayne State’s in 2004-2005.
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Table 5.4 — Part 1

Summary Percentages of Concurrently Enrolled Undergraduates at the Four-Year,

Two-Year, and Career Schools Accounting for the Highest Numbers of Concurrently
Enrolled Students at Nebraska Public Postsecondary Institutions
2003-2004 and 2004-2005"

Concurrent UNK, UNO, Chadron State | Total for 4-Year
Enrollments UNL & UNMC & Peru State & Wayne State Institutions
2003-2004

4-Year 53.3% 30.7% 9.3% 39.206
Institutions
2-Year 46.7% 69.0% 90.7% 60.6%
Institutions
Career Schools 0.0% 0.3% 0.0% 0.1%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
2004-2005
UNK, UNO, ]
Concurrent | ;N o UNMC | PeruState, & | Wayne State | Ot for 4-Year
Enrollments Institutions
Chadron State
4-Year 51.7% 23.8% 10.8% 36.5%
Institutions
2-Year 48.3% 76.2% 89.2% 63.5%
Institutions
Career Schools 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

'Data submitted by the Nebraska public colleges and universities to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005. Percentages based on counts reported in

Table A12.3 in Appendix 12 and summarized by institution in Table A12.4 in Appendix 12.

Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education — December 2005

As shown in Part 2 of Table 5.4 on the next page, there also were three different concurrent
enrollment patterns among Nebraska’s public two-year colleges.

Overall, more than 85% of the concurrently enrolled students at the state’s two-year colleges
were enrolled simultaneously at four-year institutions, while less than 15% were enrolled at
two-year colleges.

However, as also evidenced in Part 2 of Table 5.4, the percentage of concurrently enrolled
students at public two-year colleges who also enroll at four-year institutions ranges from
zero percent in the case of NCTA to about 90% for the group of community colleges
consisting of Metropolitan Community College, Northeast Community College, Southeast
Community College, and Western Nebraska Community College.
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* In general, then, the findings of this study suggest that the most common concurrent
enrollments are between four-year and two-year institutions within or outside Nebraska’s

postsecondary education system.

» See Table A12.3 and Table A12.4 in Appendix 12 for the enrollment counts and percentages

on which Part 1 and Part 2 of Table 5.4 are based.

Table 5.4 — Part 2

Summary Percentages of Concurrently Enrolled Undergraduates at the Four-Year,

Two-Year, and Career Schools Accounting for the Highest Numbers of Concurrently
Enrolled Students at Nebraska Public Postsecondary Institutions

2003-2004 and 2004-2005"

Metro,
Concurrent NCTA Central & Northeast, Total for 2-Year
Enrollments Mid-Plains CC Southeast, Institutions
& Western CC
2003-2004
fr';(t?fljﬂons 0.0% 62.9% 91.4% 87.8%
I2r-1\s(tei?urtions 100.0% 36.6% 8.5% 12.0%
Career Schools 0.0% 0.5% 0.2% 0.2%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
2004-2005
Metro,
Concurrent NCTA Central & Northeast, Total for 2-Year
Enrollments Mid-Plains CC Southeast, Institutions
& Western CC
fr':s{t?ﬁftions 0.0% 63.0% 89.7% 85.3%
I2r-1\s{teifurtions 100.0% 36.7% 10.0% 14.6%
Career Schools 0.0% 0.3% 0.3% 0.1%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

'Data submitted by the Nebraska public colleges and universities to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005. Percentages based on counts reported in

Table A12.3 in Appendix 12 and summarized by institution in Table A12.4 in Appendix 12.

Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education — December 2005

124




Specific Institutions Accounting for the Highest Numbers of Concurrently Enrolled Students

» For seven of the colleges and universities included in this study, one institution accounted for
more than 50% of the concurrently enrolled students at each school in both 2003-2004 and
2004-2005. For example, more than 70% of the concurrently enrolled students at Wayne
State College were taking courses at Northeast Community College. Similarly, almost 60%
of the concurrently enrolled students at Metropolitan Community College were enrolled at
the University of Nebraska at Omaha.

» For each of the remaining seven institutions, one college or university accounted for about
25% to 48% of concurrent enrollment.

» See Table 12.5 in Appendix 12 for lists of the institutions accounting for the highest
numbers of concurrently enrolled students at each of Nebraska’s public colleges and
universities.
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One-Year Undergraduate Transfer Rates

One objective of the NSC Pilot Research Project was to estimate the extent to which
undergraduates at Nebraska’s public colleges and universities are transferring between two-year
colleges and four-year at the beginning of or at any time during a given academic year. To begin
to achieve this objective, the campuses of the University of Nebraska, the three state colleges,
and the six community colleges were asked to report their total undergraduate enrollment for
2003-2004 and 2004-2005, including non-degree-seeking students. Given total enroliment,
each institution was asked to use data retrieved from the National Student Clearinghouse to
(1) determine how many students transferred to and from the institution during each of the two
academic years and (2) determine how many of these students were previously or subsequently
enrolled at community colleges, public four-year colleges, private four-year colleges, and other
types of institutions, such as private career schools. In addition, each institution was asked to
identify the ten institutions that accounted for the highest numbers of students who transferred
to the college or university and the ten institutions that accounted for the highest numbers of
students who transferred from the institution.

Given the substantial differences in the numbers of students who transferred to and from
the University of Nebraska campuses, the three state colleges, and the six community colleges,
it is not possible to calculate a meaningful estimate of an overall transfer rate for Nebraska’s
postsecondary education system as a whole. Consequently, this section focuses on findings that
show how transfer rates and patterns have varied within as well as across sectors.

Overall Transfer-In and Transfer-Out Rates by Sector and by Institution

» Asevidenced in Table 5.5 on the next page, the overall transfer-in rates for the University
of Nebraska campuses and the three state colleges were in the narrow range of 9.2% to
10.1% in 2003-2004 and 2004-2005, indicating that about 10% of all undergraduates
enrolled at these institutions are transfer students from other institutions.

» The transfer-in rates for each of the campuses of the University of Nebraska and the three
state colleges varied by less than 1% between 2003-2004 and 2004-2005, indicating that
transfer-in rates were relatively stable over the two-year period.

* In comparison, there was more variability in the transfer-in rates reported by the community
colleges, especially in the cases of Mid-Plains Community College and Metropolitan
Community College.

» Based on the data submitted, the transfer-in rate for the community colleges decreased from
27.0% in 2003-2004 to 18.3% in 2004-2005.

* The decrease in the overall transfer-in rate for the community colleges is almost
completely attributable to the reported decrease in the number of students who transferred
to Metropolitan Community College between 2003-2004 and 2004-2005. Consequently,
further research will be necessary to determine if the reduced transfer-in rates for
Metropolitan Community College and for the community college sector as a whole reflect
a trend in transfer student enroliment, an anomaly due to the inclusion of non-degree-seeking
students in this study, or inconsistencies in data collection.
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Table 5.5

One-Year Transfer-In Rates for Undergraduate Students
Enrolled at Nebraska Public Postsecondary Institutions
2003-2004 and 2004-2005"

2003-2004 2004-2005
Public Total Number Total Number
Institution U ota of Students Who | Transfer-In ota of Students Who | Transfer-In
ndergrad 3 Undergrad 4
Enrollment? Transfe_rreo_l to Rate Enrollment? Transfe_rreq to Rate
the Institution the Institution
NCTA 222 15 6.8% 223 16 7.2%
UNK 5,368 450 8.4% 5,337 445 8.3%
UNL 18,251 1,020 5.6% 17,508 1,120 6.4%
UNMC 870 324 37.2% 924 340 36.8%
UNO 12,128 1,592 13.1% 12,043 1,616 13.4%
Neg:‘;‘g’ﬁf‘;&g‘; 36,839 3,401 9.2% 36,035 3,537 9.8%
Chadron State 2,521 98 3.9% 2,461 103 4.2%
Peru State 1,741 287 16.5% 1,827 301 16.5%
Wayne State 2,850 287 10.1% 2,884 319 11.1%
State CO%%ZSI 7,112 672 9.4% 7,172 723 10.1%
Central CC 13,767 930 6.8% 13,784 1,005 7.3%
Metro CC 21,742 9,295 42.8% 22,139 4,098 18.5%
Mid-Plains CC 5,723 1,376 24.0% 5,721 945 16.5%
Northeast CC 6,765 527 7.8% 7,291 400 5.5%
Southeast CC 15,310 5,903 38.6% 15,936 6,341 39.8%
Western NE CC 4,506 307 6.8% 6,635 305 4.6%
Community | - 57 g9 18,338 27.0% 71,506 13,094 18.3%
Colleges Total

'Data submitted by the Nebraska public postsecondary institutions to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005. Spreadsheets of the data submitted by the

institutions and the calculated rates shown in this table are available upon request from the Commission.

“Counts include non-degree-seeking students and exclude foreign students.

*Transfer-In Rate = the number of undergraduate students who transferred to the institution during 2003-2004 divided
by the total number of undergraduates enrolled in 2003-2004, multiplied by 100.

*Transfer-In Rate = the number of undergraduate students who transferred to the institution during 2004-2005 divided
by the total number of undergraduates enrolled in 2004-2005, multiplied by 100.
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* Asshown in Table 5.6 below, the overall transfer-out rate for the University of Nebraska

was 2.7% in 2003-2004 and 2004-2005.

» The overall transfer-out rate for the state colleges decreased from 8.3% in 2003-2004 to 6.1%
in 2004-2005, whereas the overall transfer-out rate for the community colleges was about
15% for both years.

* The transfer-out rates reported for Peru State were noticeably different in 2003-2004 and
2004-2005. However, the transfer-out rates for all of the remaining institutions varied by
less than 3.3% and, in most cases, by no more than 1% or 2%, indicating that transfer-out

rates were relatively stable over the two-year period.

Table 5.6

One-Year Transfer-Out Rates for Undergraduate Students
Enrolled at Nebraska Public Postsecondary Institutions
2003-2004 and 2004-2005"

2003-2004 2004-2005
Public Number Number
Institution UnEZ:alra q of Students Who Transfer- UnEZ:alra d of Students Who Transfer-
Enroll g @ | Transferred from | Out Rate® Enroll g 12 | Transferred from | Out Rate
nrolimen the Institution nrolimen the Institution
NCTA 222 4 1.8% 223 4 1.8%
UNK 5368 155 2.9% 5 337 163 3.1%
UNL 18.251 431 2.4% 17508 405 2.3%
UNMC 870 16 1.8% 924 14 1.5%
UNO 12.128 385 3.2% 12,043 370 3.1%
Neg;‘;;’ﬁ?'%;;‘; 36,839 991 2.7% 36,035 956 2.7%
Chadron State 2521 200 7.9% 2461 272 11.1%
Peru State 1741 300 17.2% 1.827 63 3.4%
Wayne State 2.850 88 3.1% 2884 99 3.4%
State CO%%ZSI 7112 588 8.3% 7172 434 6.1%
Central CC 13.767 2176 15.8% 13,784 1.896 13.8%
Metro CC 21,742 4,179 19.2% 22,139 4,383 19.8%
Mid-Plains CC 5723 298 5.2% 5721 440 77%
Northeast CC 6.765 195 2.9% 7291 241 3.3%
Southeast CC 15310 3.189 20.8% 15936 3.552 22.3%
Western NE CC 4,506 198 4.4% 6,635 380 5.7%
cO?lzg;T%g 67,813 10,235 15.1% 71,506 10,892 15.2%

'Data submitted by the Nebraska public postsecondary institutions to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005. Spreadsheets of the data submitted by the

institutions and the calculated rates shown in this table are available upon request from the Commission.

2Counts include non-degree-seeking students and exclude foreign students.

*Transfer-Out Rate = the number of undergraduate students who transferred from the institution during 2003-2004 divided
by the total number of undergraduates enrolled in 2003-2004, multiplied by 100.

*Transfer-Out Rate = the number of undergraduate students who transferred from the institution during 2004-2005 divided
by the total number of undergraduates enrolled in 2004-2005, multiplied by 100.
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Transfers to and from Four-Year Institutions and Community Colleges

The primary reason for exploring the transfer-in and transfer-out rates of Nebraska’s
public postsecondary institutions was to estimate the extent to which undergraduates are
transferring between four-year institutions and community colleges. Consequently, Table 5.7
and Table 5.8 in this section summarize the percentage of transfers to and from Nebraska’s
public colleges and universities, highlighting the patterns of transfers to and from four-year
institutions and community colleges.

Transfers to Nebraska’s Public Institutions

» Asevidenced in Table 5.7 on the next page, students from four-year institutions account for
about 70% of the undergraduate transfers to the University of Nebraska Medical Center
(UNMC).

» Although slightly more than 20% of the students who transfer to the University of Nebraska
at Omaha (UNO) come from Metropolitan Community College, more than 50% of the
transfers to UNO are from four-year colleges, including the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
the University of Nebraska at Kearney, and Creighton University.

* In comparison, students from community colleges account for more than 50% of the students
who transfer to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL), the University of Nebraska at
Kearney (UNK), Chadron State College, Peru State College, and Wayne State College.

» Students from community colleges also account for more than half of the transfers to
Mid-Plains Community College, and from 40% to 50% of the transfers to Western Nebraska
Community College. However, like UNL and UNK, these community colleges attract
more than one-third to almost one-half of their transfer students from four-year institutions.

» Metropolitan Community College, on the other hand, draws between 80% to 90% of its
transfer students from UNO and other four-year institutions, including Bellevue University
and Creighton University as well as UNL.

* About 65% of the students who transfer to Southeast Community College were previously
enrolled at UNL or other four-year institutions, including Doane College and Nebraska
Wesleyan University, while the remaining 35% transferred primarily from other community
colleges.

» Between 32% and 45% of the students who transfer to Central Community College and
Northeast Community College also come from community colleges, but more than 50%
of the transfer students at these two community colleges are from four-year institutions.

» Based on these findings, it can be generally concluded that, with the exception of UNMC
and UNO, Nebraska’s four-year colleges are attracting the majority of their transfer students
from community colleges, and that the majority of transfer students enrolled at four of the six
community colleges are from four-year institutions.
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Table 5.7

Percentages of Students Who Transferred to Nebraska Public Postsecondary Institutions
from Four-Year Colleges, Community Colleges, and Other Types of Institutions

2003-2004 and 2004-2005"

Number of % of Students Who Transferred to the Institution from . . .
Public Sﬁiﬁgi?ﬁ\ézo Public Private Subtotal Communit Other
Institution 1o the 4-Year 4-Year 4-Year ol Y| Types of
Institution Institutions | Institutions | Institutions Schools
2003-2004
UNMC 324 62.7% 7.4% 70.1% 28.4% 1.5%
UNO 1,592 31.7% 20.7% 52.4% 38.6% 8.9%
UNL 1,020 27.9% 15.1% 43.0% 50.2% 6.8%
UNK 450 26.7% 9.1% 35.8% 61.3% 2.9%
NCTA 15 26.7% 13.3% 40.0% 60.0% 0.0%
NU Total 3,401 32.8% 16.2% 49.0% 44.2% 6.7%
Chadron State 98 19.4% 5.1% 24.5% 74.5% 1.0%
Wayne State 287 15.7% 9.1% 24.7% 74.2% 1.0%
Peru State 287 25.1% 13.9% 39.0% 60.6% 0.3%
State Colleges Total 672 20.2% 10.6% 30.8% 68.5% 0.7%
Metro CC 9,295 55.2% 23.3% 78.5% 21.0% 0.5%
Southeast CC 5,903 53.1% 12.6% 65.6% 34.2% 0.2%
Central CC 930 40.3% 15.5% 55.8% 43.2% 1.0%
Northeast CC 527 42.9% 10.1% 52.9% 45.0% 2.1%
Western NE CC 307 43.0% 6.2% 49.2% 45.6% 5.2%
Mid-Plains CC 1,376 35.1% 7.2% 42.3% 55.5% 2.2%
Community Colleges 18,338 51.7% 17.6% 69.3% 30.1% 0.7%
2004-2005

UNMC 340 61.8% 7.6% 69.4% 24.4% 6.2%
UNO 1,616 33.0% 21.2% 54.1% 42.9% 3.0%
UNL 1,120 29.5% 15.2% 44.6% 51.3% 4.1%
UNK 445 34.4% 12.6% 47.0% 52.1% 0.9%
NCTA 16 43.8% 0.0% 43.8% 50.0% 6.3%
NU Total 3,637 34.9% 16.8% 51.7% 45.0% 3.4%
Chadron State 103 29.1% 5.8% 35.0% 65.0% 0.0%
Wayne State 319 21.3% 7.8% 29.2% 69.0% 1.9%
Peru State 301 27.6% 13.6% 41.2% 54.5% 4.3%
State Colleges Total 723 25.0% 10.0% 35.0% 62.4% 2.6%
Metro CC 4,098 62.4% 27.4% 89.8% 9.8% 0.4%
Southeast CC 6,341 51.4% 13.2% 64.7% 35.2% 0.1%
Central CC 1,005 39.7% 13.6% 53.3% 45.0% 1.7%
Northeast CC 400 56.3% 10.5% 66.8% 32.3% 1.0%
Western NE CC 305 34.8% 9.2% 43.9% 55.1% 1.0%
Mid-Plains CC 945 26.2% 6.8% 33.0% 66.5%0 0.5%
Community Colleges 13,094 51.9% 17.1% 69.0% 30.6% 0.4%

'Data submitted by the Nebraska public postsecondary institutions to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005. Spreadsheets of the data submitted by the
institutions and the calculated percentages shown in this table are available upon request from the Commission.
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Transfers from Nebraska’s Public Institutions

e Table 5.8 on the following page reveals that the pattern of student transfers from Nebraska’s
public colleges and university is quite similar to the pattern of transfers to these institutions
that was evidenced in Table 5.7.

* Two important exceptions are the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) and the University
of Nebraska at Omaha (UNO). In both cases, between 3% and 9% of the students who
transfer to these campuses come from career schools or other types of schools that are not
classified as four-year institutions or community colleges. When transfers from UNL and
UNO are analyzed, “other schools” account for 1% or less of the students who transfer, and
the remaining transfers from each of these schools are about evenly divided between students
who transfer to four-year institutions and students who go to community colleges.

» The patterns of student transfer to and from the University of Nebraska Medical Center
(UNMC) are very similar. In both cases, transfers are primarily to or from four-year
institutions.

» Similarly, the University of Nebraska at Kearney has consistent patterns of transfers to
and from community colleges, and all of the small number of transfers from the Nebraska
College of Technical Agriculture (NCTA) are to community colleges.

» Transfers to community colleges also account for the majority of transfers from Chadron
State College and Wayne State College. Peru State College reported that transfers to
four-year institutions accounted for more than 70% of the transfers from the college in
2003-2004, but data were insufficient for comparisons in 2004-2005.

» The data reported by the six Nebraska community colleges, however, clearly indicate
that transfers to four-year institutions account for more than two-thirds of the transfers
from these colleges, and for Metropolitan Community College and Southeast Community
College, transfers to four-year colleges are in the range of 75% to 90%.

e See Table A13.1 and Table A13.2 in Appendix 13 for lists of the specific institutions
that accounted for the highest numbers of students who transferred to and from Nebraska’s
public postsecondary institutions in 2003-2004 and 2004-2005.
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Table 5.8
Percentages of Students Who Transferred from Nebraska Public Postsecondary Institutions

to Four-Year Colleges, Community Colleges, and Other Types of Institutions
2003-2004 and 2004-2005"

Number of % of Students Who Transferred from the Institution to . . .
; Students Who . .
Pl}b“_C Transferred Public Private Subtotal SOl Other Types
Institution from the 4-Year 4-Year 4-Year Colle £ School
- Institutions | Institutions | Institutions ges of Schools
Institution
2003-2004
UNMC 16 62.5% 0.0% 62.5% 37.5% 0.0%
UNO 385 29.1% 19.2% 48.3% 52.5% 0.3%
UNL 431 40.8% 10.2% 51.0% 49.9% 1.2%
UNK 155 38.1% 3.9% 41.9% 56.8% 1.9%
NCTA 4 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0%
NU Total 991 36.0% 12.5% 48.5% 52.0% 0.9%
Chadron State 200 30.0% 2.5% 32.5% 67.0% 0.5%
Wayne State 88 30.7% 5.7% 36.4% 62.5% 1.1%
Peru State 300 51.0% 21.3% 72.3% 27.3% 0.3%
State Colleges Total 588 40.8% 12.6% 53.4% 46.1% 0.5%
Metro CC 4,179 60.4% 30.1% 90.5% 9.0% 0.5%
Southeast CC 3,189 58.4% 17.9% 76.4% 23.4% 0.3%
Central CC 2,176 50.3% 19.6% 69.9% 29.0% 1.0%
Northeast CC 195 49.7% 10.3% 60.0% 36.9% 3.1%
Western NE CC 198 78.8% 5.6% 84.3% 14.6% 1.0%
Mid-Plains CC 298 58.7% 10.1% 68.8% 30.2% 1.0%
Community Colleges 10,235 57.7% 22.6% 80.4% 19.0% 0.6%
2004-2005

UNMC 14 78.6% 7.1% 85.7% 21.4% 0.0%
UNO 370 25.1% 25.1% 50.3% 50.8% 0.5%
UNL 405 45.9% 8.1% 54.1% 53.1% 1.0%
UNK 163 38.7% 7.4% 46.0% 53.4% 0.6%
NCTA 4 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0%
NU Total 956 36.9% 14.5% 51.5% 52.0% 0.7%
Chadron State 272 14.3% 1.8% 16.2% 83.8% 0.0%
Wayne State 99 22.2% 3.0% 25.3% 74.7% 0.0%
Peru State 63 Insufficient reported number of transfers for comparisons
State Colleges Total 434 17.5% 3.7% 21.2% 78.6% 0.2%
Metro CC 4,383 59.8% 29.9% 89.8% 9.7% 0.5%
Southeast CC 3,552 62.7% 17.0% 79.7% 20.1% 0.2%
Central CC 1,896 48.6% 19.6% 68.2% 30.9% 0.9%
Northeast CC 241 39.8% 11.6% 51.5% 46.5% 2.1%
Western NE CC 380 66.3% 2.9% 69.2% 28.4% 2.4%
Mid-Plains CC 440 57.3% 9.8% 67.0% 33.0% 0.0%
Community Colleges 10,892 58.5% 21.8% 80.3% 19.2% 0.6%

'Data submitted by the Nebraska public postsecondary institutions to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005. Spreadsheets of the data submitted by the
institutions and the calculated percentages shown in this table are available upon request from the Commission.
Percentages can add to more than 100% as a result of students transferring to more than one type of institution.
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Transfer Rates for Nebraska and Out-of-State Students

In the process of achieving other objectives of the NSC Pilot Research Project, data
were collected to determine if there have been significant differences between the transfer rates
of Nebraska residents and students from out of state. To achieve this objective, Nebraska’s

public colleges and universities were asked to report the numbers of Nebraska-resident and
out-of-state students who were enrolled as first-time freshmen in 2002-2003 and 2003-2004.

In addition, they were asked to report the numbers of Nebraska residents and out-of-state
students who were enrolled as undergraduates in 2003-2004 and 2004-2005. Given these
counts, each institution was asked to use data retrieved from the National Student Clearinghouse
to determine how many Nebraska-resident and out-of-state freshmen transferred to other
institutions and how many Nebraska-resident and out-of-state undergraduates transferred to

and from the institution for each specified academic year.

Transfer-Out Rates for Nebraska-Resident and Out-of-State First-Time Freshmen

e Asshown in Table 5.9, about 90% of the first-time freshmen enrolled at Nebraska’s public
postsecondary institutions in 2002-2003 and 2003-2004 were resident Nebraskans, and about
10% were from out of state.

» Compared to these overall percentages, the community colleges enrolled lower percentages
of first-time freshmen from out of state, while the Nebraska state colleges enrolled the
highest percentages. (See Table 14.1 in Appendix 14 for supporting data.)

Table 5.9

2002-2003 and 2003-2004

Enrollment of Nebraska-Resident and Out-of-State First-Time Freshmen
at Nebraska’s Public Postsecondary Institutions by Sector

Nebraska-Resident

Out-of-State

Public First-Time Freshmen | First-Time Freshmen Total
Institution No. of % of No. of % of Enrollment
Students Students Students Students
2002-2003
U of Nebraska 5,846 88.0% 795 12.0% 6,641
State Colleges 890 79.0% 237 21.0% 1,127
Community Colleges 17,944 93.5% 1,239 6.5% 19,183
Public Institutions Total 24,680 91.6% 2,271 8.4% 26,951
2003-2004
U of Nebraska Total 5,634 87.4% 812 12.6% 6,446
State Colleges Total 878 78.0% 248 22.0% 1,126
Community Colleges 15,289 91.4% 1,442 8.6% 16,731
Public Institutions Total 21,801 89.7% 2,502 10.3% 24,303

institutions.

'Data submitted by the Nebraska public institutions to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005. Counts include non-degree-seeking
students and exclude foreign students. See Table A14.1 in Appendix 14 for the enrollments of individual
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» A comparison of the transfer rates for Nebraska and out-of-state students in the freshmen
classes of 2002-2003 and 2003-2004 is presented by sector in Table 5.10 below. (For the
transfer-out rates for freshmen at each public institution, refer to Table A14.2 in Appendix 14.)

* Asshown in Table 5.10, the freshmen transfer-out rates for each sector and for the Nebraska
postsecondary education system as a whole are relatively consistent across the two years.

» For both freshmen classes and for all three public sectors, the transfer-out rates for out-of-state
students were higher than the transfer rates for Nebraska-resident students.

* However, the differences between the rates for Nebraska residents and students from out of
state were consistently smaller for the 2003-2004 freshmen class than for the students who

were first-time freshmen in 2002-2003.

» This finding suggests that the Nebraska public postsecondary education system may be
retaining a higher percentage of the out-of-state freshmen who enroll at the University of
Nebraska, the state colleges, and the community colleges. However, further research would
have to be conducted to determine if this apparent trend extends to future freshmen classes.

Table 5.10
Transfer-Out Rates for Nebraska-Resident and Out-of-State First-Time Freshmen

Enrolled at Nebraska Public Colleges and Universities by Sector
2002-2003 Compared to 2003-2004

_ Transfer-Out Rates
Academic Nebraska-Resident First-Time ]
Sector/State Total Year First-Time Freshmen % Difference
Freshmen from Out-of-State
. 2002-2003 11.5% 18.0% 6.5%
University of Nebraska
2003-2004 12.5% 16.3% 3.8%
2002-2003 15.4% 19.8% 4.4%
Nebraska State Colleges
2003-2004 14.7% 14.9% 0.2%
. 2002-2003 24.5% 30.9% 6.4%
Community Colleges
2003-2004 24.4% 28.1% 3.7%
Total Nebraska 2002-2003 21.1% 25.2% 4.1%
Public Institutions 2003-2004 21.0% 22.9% 1.9%

!Data submitted by the Nebraska public institutions to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for

Postsecondary Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005. See Table A14.2 in Appendix 14

for supporting data.
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Transfer-Out Rates for Nebraska-Resident and Out-of-State Undergraduates

* Asevidenced in Table 5.11, about 92% of all undergraduates enrolled at Nebraska’s public
postsecondary institutions in 2003-2004 and 2004-2005 were resident Nebraskans, while
about 8% were from out-of-state.

* Asin the cases of the classes of first-time freshmen discussed on the previous page,
Nebraska’s state colleges enrolled the highest percentages of undergraduates from out
of state, while the community colleges enrolled lower percentages. (See Table 14.3 in
Appendix 14 for supporting data and enrollments by institution.)

Table 5.11
Enrollment of Nebraska-Resident and Out-of-State Undergraduates
at Nebraska’s Public Postsecondary Institutions by Sector
2003-2004 and 2004-2005*

Nebraska-Resident Out-of-State
Public Undergraduates Undergraduates Total
Institution No. of % of No. of % of Enrollment
Students Students Students Students
2003-2004
U of Nebraska 33,164 90.0% 3,675 10.0% 36,839
State Colleges 5,813 81.7% 1,299 18.3% 7,112
Community Colleges 64,297 94.8% 3,516 5.2% 67,813
Public Institutions Total 103,274 92.4% 8,490 7.6% 111,764
2004-2005
U of Nebraska Total 32,511 90.2% 3,524 9.8% 36,035
State Colleges Total 5,768 80.4% 1,404 19.6% 7,172
Community Colleges 66,793 93.4% 4,710 6.6% 71,506
Public Institutions Total 105,072 91.6% 9,638 8.4% 114,713

!Data submitted by the Nebraska public institutions to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005. Counts include non-degree-seeking
students and exclude foreign students. See Table A14.3 in Appendix 14 for the enrollments of individual
institutions.

» A comparison of the transfer-out rates for all undergraduates at Nebraska’s public colleges
and universities in 2002-2003 and 2003-2004 is presented by sector in Table 5.12 on the
next page. (For the undergraduate transfer-out rates by institution, refer to Table A14.4

in Appendix 14.)

» The data summarized in Table 5.12 provides no evidence of a consistent pattern of
differences between the transfer-out rates for Nebraska-resident students and undergraduates
from out of state.

» Furthermore, with the exception of the 8% difference in transfer-out rates evidenced for the
community colleges in 2003-2004, the rates for out-of-state students are not substantially
or consistently higher than the rates for undergraduates who are Nebraska residents.
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Table 5.12
One-Year Transfer-Out Rates for Nebraska-Resident and Out-of-State Undergraduates
Enrolled at Nebraska Public Colleges and Universities by Sector
2003-2004 Compared to 2004-2005*

) Transfer-Out Rates
Academic :
Sector/State Total Year Nebraska-Resident | Undergraduates | o4 Difference
Undergraduates | from Out-of-State
L 2003-2004 2.6% 3.6% +1.0%
University of Nebraska
2004-2005 2.6% 3.1% +0.5%
2003-2004 8.3% 8.2% -0.1%
Nebraska State Colleges
2004-2005 5.9% 6.6% +0.7
i 2003-2004 14.7% 22.8% 8.1%
Community Colleges
2004-2005 15.3% 14.0% -1.3%
Total Nebraska 2003-2004 10.4% 12.3% +1.9%
Public Institutions 2004-2005 10.9% 8.9% -2.0%

'Data submitted by the Nebraska public institutions to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005. See Table A14.4 in Appendix 14
for supporting data.

Transfer-In Rates for Nebraska-Resident and Out-of-State Undergraduates

» A comparison of the transfer-in rates for all Nebraska-resident and out-of-state students
who were undergraduates at Nebraska’s public colleges and universities in 2002-2003 and
2003-2004 is presented by sector in Table 5.13 on the next page. (Refer to Table A14.5 in
Appendix 14 for undergraduate transfer-in rates by institution and the data summarized
in Table 5.13.)

» Asevidenced in Table 5.13, the transfer-in rates for undergraduates from out-of-state were
higher than the transfer-in rates for Nebraska-resident students who enrolled at the University
of Nebraska and the state’s community colleges in 2002-2003 and 2003-2004.

» However, for the state college sector as a whole, the transfer-in rates for out-of-state students
were slightly lower than the transfer rates for Nebraska residents, and there is no substantial
different between the overall transfer-in rates for Nebraska-resident and out-of-state students
for the Nebraska postsecondary education system as a whole.

» Furthermore, the inconsistent transfer-in rates evidenced for a few of the participating

institutions suggest that further research would have to be conducted to reliably estimate
the transfer-in rates of Nebraska-resident and out-of-state students.
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Table 5.13

One-Year Transfer-In Rates for Nebraska-Resident and Out-of-State Undergraduates
Enrolled at Nebraska Public Colleges and Universities by Sector
2003-2004 Compared to 2004-2005*

) Transfer-In Rates
Academic :
Sector/State Total Year Nebraska-Resident | Undergraduates | o4 Difference
Undergraduates | from Out-of-State
. . 2003-2004 8.8% 13.6% +4.8%
University of Nebraska
2004-2005 9.5% 13.0% + 3.5%
2003-2004 9.5% 9.0% - 0.5%
Nebraska State Colleges
2004-2005 10.3% 9.0% -1.3%
) 2003-2004 26.4% 34.0% +7.6%
Community Colleges
2004-2005 18.2% 19.5% +1.3%
Total Nebraska 2003-2004 19.8% 21.3% +1.5%
Public Institutions 2004-2005 15.1% 15.6% +0.5%
'Data submitted by the Nebraska public institutions to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education for the NSC Pilot Research Project, 2005. See Table A14.5 in Appendix 14
for supporting data.
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Appendix 1

Nebraska College Enrollments

Table Al1.1
Nebraska Total Headcount Enrollments by Sector
1994-2005"
Total Nebraska

Public and

Nebraska Independent Independent

University Nebraska Community Colleges & Colleges &

Year of Nebraska | State Colleges Colleges Universities Universities
1994 49,502 8,740 31,198 19,884 109,324
1995 49,659 8,685 30,977 19,898 109,219
1996 49,061 8,507 33,396 19,973 110,937
1997 46,846 8,577 34,049 20,695 110,167
1998 45,870 8,339 35,124 21,015 110,348
1999 45,028 8,033 35,129 21,247 109,437
2000 45,183 7,902 35,447 21,518 110,050
2001 46,291 7,744 35,604 22,429 112,068
2002 46,906 7,619 37,586 22,775 114,886
2003 46,015 7,652 39,575 23,994 117,236
2004 45,122 7,650 40,233 25,696 118,701
2005 45,477 7,770 40,898 25,892 120,037

'Data source for 1994-2004: National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), Integrated Postsecondary

Education Data System (IPEDS).

Data for fall 2005 are preliminary and based on the latest available enrollment information from the

following sources:
For the University of Nebraska: University of Nebraska Central Administration

For the other sectors:

Since official enrollment data for fall 2005 will not be available from the NCES until mid-2006, enroliment

The sector total is the sum of the latest available enrollment numbers obtained

directly from each institution within the sector.

figures for individual institutions are not included in this report.
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Table A1.2

Nebraska Total Headcount Enrollments by Sector and by Institution: 1994-2005"
Total Headcount Enrollment 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

University of Nebraska 49,502 | 49,659 | 49,061 | 46,846 | 45,870 | 45,028
NCTA-Curtis 235 258 302 277 261 252
University of Nebraska at Kearney 7,584 7,620 7,680 7,133 6,849 6,780
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 23,854 | 24,320 | 23,887 | 22,827 | 22,408 | 22,142
University of Nebraska Medical Center 2,778 2,770 2,718 2,899 3,078 2,590
University of Nebraska at Omaha 15,051 | 14,691 | 14,474 | 13,710 | 13,274 | 13,264
Nebraska State Colleges 8,740 8,685 8,507 8,577 8,339 8,033
Chadron State College 3,189 3,063 2,905 2,931 2,809 2,768
Peru State College 1,665 1,754 1,774 1,807 1,695 1,664
Wayne State College 3,886 3,868 3,828 3,839 3,835 3,601
Nebraska Community Colleges 31,198 | 30,977 | 33,396 | 34,049 | 35,124 | 35,129
Central Community College 5,011 5,839 6,476 6,743 7,474 7,095
Metropolitan Community College 10,686 | 10,666 | 10,759 | 11,213 | 11,583 | 11,658
Mid-Plains Community College 2,934 2,528 2,925 2,694 2,487 2,518
Northeast Community College 3,612 3,413 4,235 4,440 4,754 4,671
Southeast Community College 6,647 6,240 7,041 6,951 7,122 7,351
Western Nebraska Community College 2,308 2,291 1,960 2,008 1,704 1,836
Nebraska Public Institutions 89,440 | 89,321 | 90,964 | 89,472 | 89,333 | 88,190
Nebraska Independent

Colleges and Universities 19,884 | 20,015 | 20,100 | 20,835 | 21,137 | 21,370
Bellevue University 2,159 2,303 2,600 2,928 2,929 3,035
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 117 127 140 122 123
Clarkson College 548 568 570 598 520 406
College of St. Mary 1,172 1,096 1,069 1,001 1,035 1,071
Concordia University? 1,014 1,155 1,104 1,190 1,241 1,158
Creighton University 6,424 6,241 6,158 6,292 6,235 6,325
Dana College 646 661 613 594 552 538
Doane College 1,885 1,870 1,795 1,809 1,982 2,163
Grace University 414 475 468 519 533 563
Hastings College 1,019 1,052 1,071 1,059 1,138 1,148
Little Priest Tribal College

Midland Lutheran College 1,019 1,030 1,062 1,033 1,034 1,036
Nebraska Christian College 139 141 147 152 152 130
Nebraska Indian Community College 320 253 323 223 186 169
Nebraska Methodist College 375 359 385 413 445 414
Nebraska Wesleyan University 1,602 1,582 1,561 1,709 1,741 1,675
Summit Christian College® 59 68 68 75 54 51
Union College 580 551 527 603 742 856
York College 509 493 452 497 496 509
Nebraska Public and Independent | 19 354 | 109336 | 111,064 | 110,307 | 110,470 | 109,560
Colleges and Universities

Continued on the next page.
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Table Al1.2 Continued

Total Headcount Enrollment 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Est 2005
University of Nebraska 45,183 | 46,291 | 46,906 | 46,015 | 45,122 45477
NCTA-Curtis 234 234 253 215 220
University of Nebraska at Kearney 6,506 6,426 6,395 6,379 6,382
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 22,268 | 22,764 | 22,988 | 22,559 | 21,792
University of Nebraska Medical Center 2,696 2,724 2,819 2,865 2,904
University of Nebraska at Omaha 13,479 | 14,143 | 14,451 | 13,997 | 13,824
Nebraska State Colleges 7,902 7,744 7,619 7,652 7,650 7,770
Chadron State College 2,686 2,804 2,712 2,711 2,569
Peru State College 1,698 1,629 1,687 1,624 1,683
Wayne State College 3,518 3,311 3,220 3,317 3,398
Nebraska Community Colleges 35,447 | 35,604 | 37,586 | 39,575 | 40,233 40,898
Central Community College 7,126 6,399 6,417 6,483 6,524
Metropolitan Community College 11,534 | 11,704 | 12,253 | 12,838 | 12,961
Mid-Plains Community College 2,607 2,816 3,020 3,084 2,957
Northeast Community College 4,520 4,600 4,832 4,858 5,053
Southeast Community College 7,396 7,935 8,912 9,672 | 10,079
Western Nebraska Community College 2,264 2,150 2,152 2,640 2,659
Nebraska Public Institutions 88,532 | 89,639 | 92,111 | 93,242 | 93,005 94,145
Nebraska Independent
Colleges and Universities 21,655 | 22,429 | 22,775 | 23,994 | 25,696 25,892
Bellevue University 3,445 3,923 4,107 4,843 5,524
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 137 154 204 242 305
Clarkson College 400 416 507 596 666
College of St. Mary 947 930 852 910 994
Concordia University? 1,270 1,366 1,425 1,205 1,379
Creighton University 6,237 6,297 6,327 6,537 6,722
Dana College 583 565 580 582 639
Doane College 2,135 2,165 2,263 2,273 2,429
Grace University 578 595 558 598 540
Hastings College 1,130 1,108 1,078 1,113 1,153
Little Priest Tribal College 88 146 130 154
Midland Lutheran College 1,025 991 953 944 947
Nebraska Christian College 162 147 167 159 155
Nebraska Indian Community College 170 191 118 190 190
Nebraska Methodist College 400 380 343 421 529
Nebraska Wesleyan University 1,699 1,719 1,688 1,840 1,953
Summit Christian College® 52 54 46 48 38
Union College 788 885 951 902 936
York College 497 455 462 461 443
Nebraska Public and Independent
Colleges and Universities 110,187 | 112,068 | 114,886 | 117,236 | 118,701 | 120,037

Continued on the next page.
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Table Al1.2 Continued

1-Year | 1-Year | 1-Year | 1-Year | 1-Year 1-Year
Total Headcount Enrollment Change | Change | Change | Change | Change | Change
99-00 00-01 01-02 02-03 03-04 04-05
University of Nebraska 0.3% 2.5% 13% | -19% | -1.9% 0.8%
NCTA-Curtis -7.1% 0.0% 8.1% | -15.0% 2.3%
University of Nebraska at Kearney -4.0% -1.2% -0.5% -0.3% 0.0%
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 0.6% 2.2% 1.0% -1.9% -3.4%
University of Nebraska Medical Center 4.1% 1.0% 3.5% 1.6% 1.4%
University of Nebraska at Omaha 1.6% 4.9% 2.2% -3.1% -1.2%
Nebraska State Colleges -16% | -20% | -1.6% 0.4% 0.0% 1.6%
Chadron State College -3.0% 4.4% -3.3% 0.0% -5.2%
Peru State College 2.0% -4.1% 3.6% -3.7% 3.6%
Wayne State College -2.3% -5.9% -2.7% 3.0% 2.4%
Nebraska Community Colleges 0.9% 0.4% 5.6% 5.3% 1.7% 1.7%
Central Community College 0.4% | -10.2% 0.3% 1.0% 0.6%
Metropolitan Community College -1.1% 1.5% 4.7% 4.8% 1.0%
Mid-Plains Community College 3.5% 8.0% 7.2% 2.1% -4.1%
Northeast Community College -3.2% 1.8% 5.0% 0.5% 4.0%
Southeast Community College 0.6% 73% | 12.3% 8.5% 4.2%
Western Nebraska Community College 23.3% -5.0% 0.1% | 22.7% 0.7%
Nebraska Public Institutions 0.4% 1.3% 2.8% 1.2% | -0.3% 1.2%
Nebraska Independent
Colleges and Universities 1.3% 3.6% 1.5% 5.4% 7.1% 0.8%
Bellevue University 13.5% | 13.9% 47% | 17.9% | 14.1%
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 114% | 124% | 325% | 18.6% | 26.0%
Clarkson College -1.5% 40% | 21.9% | 17.6% | 11.7%
College of St. Mary -11.6% -1.8% -8.4% 6.8% 9.2%
Concordia University? 9.7% 7.6% 4.3% -7.5% 0.0%
Creighton University -1.4% 1.0% 0.5% 3.3% 2.8%
Dana College 8.4% -3.1% 2.7% 0.3% 9.8%
Doane College -1.3% 1.4% 4.5% 0.4% 6.9%
Grace University 2.7% 2.9% -6.2% 7.2% -9.7%
Hastings College -1.6% -1.9% -2.7% 3.2% 3.6%
Little Priest Tribal College NA NA 65.9% | -11.0% | 18.5%
Midland Lutheran College -1.1% -3.3% -3.8% -0.9% 0.3%
Nebraska Christian College 24.6% -9.3% | 13.6% | -4.8% -2.5%
Nebraska Indian Community College 0.6% | 124% | -38.2% | 61.0% 0.0%
Nebraska Methodist College -3.4% -5.0% 9.7% | 22.7% | 25.7%
Nebraska Wesleyan University 1.4% 1.2% -1.8% 9.0% 6.1%
Summit Christian College® 2.0% 3.8% | -14.8% 4.3% | -20.8%
Union College -7.9% | 12.3% 7.5% -5.2% 3.8%
York College -2.4% -8.5% 15% | -0.2% -3.9%
Nebraska Public and Independent
Colleges and Universities 0.6% 1.7% 2.5% 2.0% 1.2% 1.1%

Continued on the next page.
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Table Al1.2 Continued

3-Year | 5-Year | 10-Year
Total Headcount Enrollment Change | Change | Change

01-04 99-04 94-04
University of Nebraska -2.5% 0.2% | -8.8%
NCTA-Curtis -6.0% | -12.7% -6.4%
University of Nebraska at Kearney -0.7% -5.9% | -15.8%
University of Nebraska-Lincoln -4.3% -1.6% -8.6%
University of Nebraska Medical Center 6.6% | 12.1% 4.5%
University of Nebraska at Omaha -2.3% 4.2% -8.2%
Nebraska State Colleges -1.2% | -4.8% | -12.5%
Chadron State College -8.4% -71.2% | -19.4%
Peru State College 3.3% 1.1% 1.1%
Wayne State College 2.6% -5.6% | -12.6%
Nebraska Community Colleges 13.0% | 14.5% | 29.0%
Central Community College 2.0% -8.0% | 30.2%
Metropolitan Community College 10.7% | 11.2% | 21.3%
Mid-Plains Community College 50% | 17.4% 0.8%
Northeast Community College 9.8% 8.2% | 39.9%
Southeast Community College 27.0% | 37.1% | 51.6%
Western Nebraska Community College 23.7% | 44.8% | 15.2%
Nebraska Public Institutions 3.8% 5.5% 4.0%
Nebraska Independent
Colleges and Universities 14.6% | 20.2% | 29.2%
Bellevue University 40.8% | 82.0% | 155.9%
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 98.1% | 148.0% NA
Clarkson College 60.1% | 64.0% | 21.5%
College of St. Mary 6.9% -71.2% | -15.2%
Concordia University? 3.7% | 13.6% | 29.7%
Creighton University 6.7% 6.3% 4.6%
Dana College 13.1% | 18.8% -1.1%
Doane College 122% | 12.3% | 28.9%
Grace University -9.2% -4.1% | 30.4%
Hastings College 4.1% 04% | 13.2%
Little Priest Tribal College 75.0% NA NA
Midland Lutheran College -4.4% -8.6% -71.1%
Nebraska Christian College 54% | 19.2% | 11.5%
Nebraska Indian Community College -0.5% | 12.4% | -40.6%
Nebraska Methodist College 39.2% | 27.8% | 41.1%
Nebraska Wesleyan University 13.6% | 16.6% | 21.9%
Summit Christian College® -29.6% | -25.5% | -35.6%
Union College 5.8% 9.3% | 61.4%
York College -2.6% | -13.0% | -13.0%
Nebraska Public and Independent
Colleges and Universities 5.9% 8.3% 8.6%

Continued on the next page.
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Table Al1.2 Continued

'Data source for 1994-2004: National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System (IPEDS).

Data for fall 2005 are preliminary and based on the latest available enrollment information from the following
sources:
For the University of Nebraska: University of Nebraska Central Administration
For the other sectors: The sector total is the sum of the latest available enroliment numbers obtained
directly from each institution within the sector.

Since official enrollment data for fall 2005 will not be available from the NCES until mid-2006, enrollment
figures for individual institutions are not included in this report.

*Total headcount enrollment for Concordia University was incorrectly reported to the NCES for fall 2003
and fall 2004. Since these headcounts have not been corrected in the IPEDS database, the headcounts
shown in this table are the enrollments that were incorrectly reported to the NCES. However, the percentage
changes for these two years have been adjusted in this table to accurately reflect the enrollment changes
that occurred at Concordia University. The percentage changes reported in this table are based on actual
enrollments of 1,317 for fall 2003 and 1,315 for fall 2004.

*Summit Christian College was previously known as Platte Valley Bible College.

NA = Not Applicable.
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Table A1.3
Total Headcount Enrollment of Colleges and Universities
Within the Independent Sector: 1994-2004"

Total Headcount Enrollment 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
Total Nebraska Independent
Colleges and Universities 19,884 | 20,015 | 20,100 | 20,835 | 21,137 | 21,370
Bellevue University 2,159 2,303 2,600 2,928 2,929 3,035
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 117 127 140 122 123
Clarkson College 548 568 570 598 520 406
Creighton University 6,424 6,241 6,158 6,292 6,235 6,325
Dana College 646 661 613 594 552 538
Doane College 1,885 1,870 1,795 1,809 1,982 2,163
Nebraska Wesleyan University 1,602 1,582 1,561 1,709 1,741 1,675
Subtotal “Growth” Schools 13,264 | 13,342 | 13,424 | 14,070 | 14,081 | 14,265
Annual Change in Number
of Students Enrolled 78 82 646 11 184
College of St. Mary 1,172 1,096 1,069 1,001 1,035 1,071
Concordia University? 1,014 1,155 1,104 1,190 1,241 1,158
Grace University 414 475 468 519 533 563
Hastings College 1,019 1,052 1,071 1,059 1,138 1,148
Little Priest Tribal College
Midland Lutheran College 1,019 1,030 1,062 1,033 1,034 1,036
Nebraska Christian College 139 141 147 152 152 130
Nebraska Indian Community College 320 253 323 223 186 169
Nebraska Methodist College 375 359 385 413 445 414
Summit Christian College® 59 68 68 75 54 51
Union College 580 551 527 603 742 856
York College 509 493 452 497 496 509
Subtotal “Stable or Regaining” Schools 6,620 6,673 6,676 6,765 7,056 7,105
Annual Change in Number
of Students Enrolled 53 3 89 291 49
Enrollment Summary 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
Subtotal “Growth” Schools 13,264 | 13,342 | 13,424 | 14,070 | 14,081 | 14,265
Subtotal “Stable or Regaining” Schools 6,620 6,673 6,676 6,765 7,056 7,105
Total Nebraska Independent Institutions 19,884 | 20,015 | 20,100 | 20,835 | 21,137 | 21,370
“Growth” Schools as a % of Total 66.7% | 66.7% | 66.8% | 67.5% | 66.6% | 66.8%

Continued on the next page.
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Table A1.3 Continued
Total Headcount Enrollment 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Total Nebraska Independent
Colleges and Universities 21,655 | 22,429 | 22,775 | 23,994 | 25,696
Bellevue University 3,445 3,923 4,107 4,843 5,524
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 137 154 204 242 305
Clarkson College 400 416 507 596 666
Creighton University 6,237 6,297 6,327 6,537 6,722
Dana College 583 565 580 582 639
Doane College 2,135 2,165 2,263 2,273 2,429
Nebraska Wesleyan University 1,699 1,719 1,688 1,840 1,953
Subtotal “Growth” Schools 14,636 | 15,239 | 15676 | 16,913 | 18,238
Annual Change in Number
of Students Enrolled 371 603 437 1,237 1,325
College of St. Mary 947 930 852 910 994
Concordia University? 1,270 1,366 1,425 1,205 1,379
Grace University 578 595 558 598 540
Hastings College 1,130 1,108 1,078 1,113 1,153
Little Priest Tribal College 88 146 130 154
Midland Lutheran College 1,025 991 953 944 947
Nebraska Christian College 162 147 167 159 155
Nebraska Indian Community College 170 191 118 190 190
Nebraska Methodist College 400 380 343 421 529
Summit Christian College® 52 54 46 48 38
Union College 788 885 951 902 936
York College 497 455 462 461 443
Subtotal “Stable or Regaining” Schools 7,019 7,190 7,099 7,081 7,458
Annual Change in Number
of Students Enrolled -86 171 -91 -18 377
Enrollment Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Subtotal “Growth” Schools 14,636 | 15,239 | 15,676 | 16,913 | 18,238
Subtotal “Stable or Regaining” Schools 7,019 7,190 7,099 7,081 7,458
Total Nebraska Independent Institutions 21,655 | 22,429 | 22,775 | 23,994 | 25,696
“Growth” Schools as a % of Total 67.6% | 67.9% | 68.8% | 70.5% | 71.0%

Continued on the next page.

Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education — December 2005 148



Table Al1.3 Continued

1-Year | 1-Year | 1-Year | 1-Year | 1-Year
Total Headcount Enrollment Change | Change | Change | Change | Change
99-00 00-01 01-02 02-03 03-04

Total Nebraska Independent
Colleges and Universities 1.3% 3.6% 1.5% 5.4% 7.1%
Bellevue University 13.5% | 13.9% 47% | 17.9% | 14.1%
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 114% | 124% | 325% | 18.6% | 26.0%
Clarkson College -1.5% 40% | 21.9% | 17.6% | 11.7%
Creighton University -1.4% 1.0% 0.5% 3.3% 2.8%
Dana College 8.4% -3.1% 2.7% 0.3% 9.8%
Doane College -1.3% 1.4% 4.5% 0.4% 6.9%
Nebraska Wesleyan University 1.4% 12% | -1.8% 9.0% 6.1%
Subtotal “Growth” Schools 2.6% 4.1% 2.9% 7.9% 7.8%
College of St. Mary -11.6% -1.8% -8.4% 6.8% 9.2%
Concordia University? 9.7% 7.6% 43% | -7.5% 0.0%
Grace University 2.7% 2.9% -6.2% 7.2% -9.7%
Hastings College -1.6% -1.9% -2.7% 3.2% 3.6%
Little Priest Tribal College NA NA 65.9% | -11.0% | 18.5%
Midland Lutheran College -1.1% -3.3% -3.8% -0.9% 0.3%
Nebraska Christian College 24.6% -9.3% | 13.6% -4.8% -2.5%
Nebraska Indian Community College 0.6% | 12.4% | -38.2% | 61.0% 0.0%
Nebraska Methodist College -3.4% -5.0% 9.7% | 227% | 25.7%
Summit Christian College® 2.0% 3.8% | -148% | 4.3% | -20.8%
Union College -7.9% | 12.3% 7.5% -5.2% 3.8%
York College -2.4% -8.5% 1.5% -0.2% -3.9%
Subtotal “Stable or Regaining” Schools -1.2% 24% | -13% | -0.3% 5.3%

Continued on the next page.
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Table A1.3 Continued

3-Year | 5-Year | 10-Year
Total Headcount Enrollment Change | Change | Change
01-04 99-04 94-04

Nebraska Independent

Colleges and Universities 146% | 20.2% | 29.2%
Bellevue University 40.8% | 82.0% | 155.9%
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 98.1% | 148.0% NA

Clarkson College 60.1% | 64.0% | 21.5%
Creighton University 6.7% 6.3% 4.6%
Dana College 13.1% | 18.8% -1.1%
Doane College 12.2% | 12.3% | 28.9%
Nebraska Wesleyan University 13.6% | 16.6% | 21.9%
Subtotal “Growth” Colleges 19.7% | 27.9% | 37.5%

Annual Change in Enrollment

College of St. Mary 6.9% -71.2% | -15.2%
Concordia University? 3.7% | 13.6% | 29.7%
Grace University -9.2% -41% | 30.4%
Hastings College 4.1% 04% | 13.2%
Little Priest Tribal College 75.0% NA NA

Midland Lutheran College -4.4% -8.6% -7.1%
Nebraska Christian College 54% | 19.2% | 11.5%
Nebraska Indian Community College -05% | 12.4% | -40.6%
Nebraska Methodist College 39.2% | 27.8% | 41.1%
Summit Christian College® -29.6% | -25.5% | -35.6%
Union College 5.8% 9.3% | 61.4%
York College -2.6% | -13.0% | -13.0%

Subtotal “Stable or Regaining” Schools 5.9% 8.3% 8.6%

Annual Change in enrollment

'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), Integrated
Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS).

*Total headcount enrollment for Concordia University was incorrectly reported
to the NCES for fall 2003 and fall 2004. Since these headcounts have not
been corrected in the IPEDS database, the headcounts shown in this table
are the enrollments that were incorrectly reported to the NCES. However,
the percentage changes for these two years have been adjusted in this table
to accurately reflect the enrollment changes that occurred at Concordia
University. The percentage changes reported in this table are based on
actual enrollments of 1,317 for fall 2003 and 1,315 for fall 2004.

*Summit Christian College was previously called Platte Valley Bible College.
NA = Not Applicable.
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Appendix 1

Nebraska College Enrollments

Table Al1.1
Nebraska Total Headcount Enrollments by Sector
1994-2005"
Total Nebraska

Public and

Nebraska Independent Independent

University Nebraska Community Colleges & Colleges &

Year of Nebraska | State Colleges Colleges Universities Universities
1994 49,502 8,740 31,198 19,884 109,324
1995 49,659 8,685 30,977 19,898 109,219
1996 49,061 8,507 33,396 19,973 110,937
1997 46,846 8,577 34,049 20,695 110,167
1998 45,870 8,339 35,124 21,015 110,348
1999 45,028 8,033 35,129 21,247 109,437
2000 45,183 7,902 35,447 21,518 110,050
2001 46,291 7,744 35,604 22,429 112,068
2002 46,906 7,619 37,586 22,775 114,886
2003 46,015 7,652 39,575 23,994 117,236
2004 45,122 7,650 40,233 25,696 118,701
2005 45,477 7,770 40,898 25,892 120,037

'Data source for 1994-2004: National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), Integrated Postsecondary

Education Data System (IPEDS).

Data for fall 2005 are preliminary and based on the latest available enrollment information from the

following sources:
For the University of Nebraska: University of Nebraska Central Administration

For the other sectors:

Since official enrollment data for fall 2005 will not be available from the NCES until mid-2006, enroliment

The sector total is the sum of the latest available enrollment numbers obtained

directly from each institution within the sector.

figures for individual institutions are not included in this report.
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Table A1.2

Nebraska Total Headcount Enrollments by Sector and by Institution: 1994-2005"
Total Headcount Enrollment 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

University of Nebraska 49,502 | 49,659 | 49,061 | 46,846 | 45,870 | 45,028
NCTA-Curtis 235 258 302 277 261 252
University of Nebraska at Kearney 7,584 7,620 7,680 7,133 6,849 6,780
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 23,854 | 24,320 | 23,887 | 22,827 | 22,408 | 22,142
University of Nebraska Medical Center 2,778 2,770 2,718 2,899 3,078 2,590
University of Nebraska at Omaha 15,051 | 14,691 | 14,474 | 13,710 | 13,274 | 13,264
Nebraska State Colleges 8,740 8,685 8,507 8,577 8,339 8,033
Chadron State College 3,189 3,063 2,905 2,931 2,809 2,768
Peru State College 1,665 1,754 1,774 1,807 1,695 1,664
Wayne State College 3,886 3,868 3,828 3,839 3,835 3,601
Nebraska Community Colleges 31,198 | 30,977 | 33,396 | 34,049 | 35,124 | 35,129
Central Community College 5,011 5,839 6,476 6,743 7,474 7,095
Metropolitan Community College 10,686 | 10,666 | 10,759 | 11,213 | 11,583 | 11,658
Mid-Plains Community College 2,934 2,528 2,925 2,694 2,487 2,518
Northeast Community College 3,612 3,413 4,235 4,440 4,754 4,671
Southeast Community College 6,647 6,240 7,041 6,951 7,122 7,351
Western Nebraska Community College 2,308 2,291 1,960 2,008 1,704 1,836
Nebraska Public Institutions 89,440 | 89,321 | 90,964 | 89,472 | 89,333 | 88,190
Nebraska Independent

Colleges and Universities 19,884 | 20,015 | 20,100 | 20,835 | 21,137 | 21,370
Bellevue University 2,159 2,303 2,600 2,928 2,929 3,035
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 117 127 140 122 123
Clarkson College 548 568 570 598 520 406
College of St. Mary 1,172 1,096 1,069 1,001 1,035 1,071
Concordia University? 1,014 1,155 1,104 1,190 1,241 1,158
Creighton University 6,424 6,241 6,158 6,292 6,235 6,325
Dana College 646 661 613 594 552 538
Doane College 1,885 1,870 1,795 1,809 1,982 2,163
Grace University 414 475 468 519 533 563
Hastings College 1,019 1,052 1,071 1,059 1,138 1,148
Little Priest Tribal College

Midland Lutheran College 1,019 1,030 1,062 1,033 1,034 1,036
Nebraska Christian College 139 141 147 152 152 130
Nebraska Indian Community College 320 253 323 223 186 169
Nebraska Methodist College 375 359 385 413 445 414
Nebraska Wesleyan University 1,602 1,582 1,561 1,709 1,741 1,675
Summit Christian College® 59 68 68 75 54 51
Union College 580 551 527 603 742 856
York College 509 493 452 497 496 509
Nebraska Public and Independent | 19 354 | 109336 | 111,064 | 110,307 | 110,470 | 109,560
Colleges and Universities

Continued on the next page.
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Table Al1.2 Continued

Total Headcount Enrollment 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Est 2005
University of Nebraska 45,183 | 46,291 | 46,906 | 46,015 | 45,122 45477
NCTA-Curtis 234 234 253 215 220
University of Nebraska at Kearney 6,506 6,426 6,395 6,379 6,382
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 22,268 | 22,764 | 22,988 | 22,559 | 21,792
University of Nebraska Medical Center 2,696 2,724 2,819 2,865 2,904
University of Nebraska at Omaha 13,479 | 14,143 | 14,451 | 13,997 | 13,824
Nebraska State Colleges 7,902 7,744 7,619 7,652 7,650 7,770
Chadron State College 2,686 2,804 2,712 2,711 2,569
Peru State College 1,698 1,629 1,687 1,624 1,683
Wayne State College 3,518 3,311 3,220 3,317 3,398
Nebraska Community Colleges 35,447 | 35,604 | 37,586 | 39,575 | 40,233 40,898
Central Community College 7,126 6,399 6,417 6,483 6,524
Metropolitan Community College 11,534 | 11,704 | 12,253 | 12,838 | 12,961
Mid-Plains Community College 2,607 2,816 3,020 3,084 2,957
Northeast Community College 4,520 4,600 4,832 4,858 5,053
Southeast Community College 7,396 7,935 8,912 9,672 | 10,079
Western Nebraska Community College 2,264 2,150 2,152 2,640 2,659
Nebraska Public Institutions 88,532 | 89,639 | 92,111 | 93,242 | 93,005 94,145
Nebraska Independent
Colleges and Universities 21,655 | 22,429 | 22,775 | 23,994 | 25,696 25,892
Bellevue University 3,445 3,923 4,107 4,843 5,524
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 137 154 204 242 305
Clarkson College 400 416 507 596 666
College of St. Mary 947 930 852 910 994
Concordia University? 1,270 1,366 1,425 1,205 1,379
Creighton University 6,237 6,297 6,327 6,537 6,722
Dana College 583 565 580 582 639
Doane College 2,135 2,165 2,263 2,273 2,429
Grace University 578 595 558 598 540
Hastings College 1,130 1,108 1,078 1,113 1,153
Little Priest Tribal College 88 146 130 154
Midland Lutheran College 1,025 991 953 944 947
Nebraska Christian College 162 147 167 159 155
Nebraska Indian Community College 170 191 118 190 190
Nebraska Methodist College 400 380 343 421 529
Nebraska Wesleyan University 1,699 1,719 1,688 1,840 1,953
Summit Christian College® 52 54 46 48 38
Union College 788 885 951 902 936
York College 497 455 462 461 443
Nebraska Public and Independent
Colleges and Universities 110,187 | 112,068 | 114,886 | 117,236 | 118,701 | 120,037

Continued on the next page.
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Table Al1.2 Continued

1-Year | 1-Year | 1-Year | 1-Year | 1-Year 1-Year
Total Headcount Enrollment Change | Change | Change | Change | Change | Change
99-00 00-01 01-02 02-03 03-04 04-05
University of Nebraska 0.3% 2.5% 13% | -19% | -1.9% 0.8%
NCTA-Curtis -7.1% 0.0% 8.1% | -15.0% 2.3%
University of Nebraska at Kearney -4.0% -1.2% -0.5% -0.3% 0.0%
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 0.6% 2.2% 1.0% -1.9% -3.4%
University of Nebraska Medical Center 4.1% 1.0% 3.5% 1.6% 1.4%
University of Nebraska at Omaha 1.6% 4.9% 2.2% -3.1% -1.2%
Nebraska State Colleges -16% | -20% | -1.6% 0.4% 0.0% 1.6%
Chadron State College -3.0% 4.4% -3.3% 0.0% -5.2%
Peru State College 2.0% -4.1% 3.6% -3.7% 3.6%
Wayne State College -2.3% -5.9% -2.7% 3.0% 2.4%
Nebraska Community Colleges 0.9% 0.4% 5.6% 5.3% 1.7% 1.7%
Central Community College 0.4% | -10.2% 0.3% 1.0% 0.6%
Metropolitan Community College -1.1% 1.5% 4.7% 4.8% 1.0%
Mid-Plains Community College 3.5% 8.0% 7.2% 2.1% -4.1%
Northeast Community College -3.2% 1.8% 5.0% 0.5% 4.0%
Southeast Community College 0.6% 73% | 12.3% 8.5% 4.2%
Western Nebraska Community College 23.3% -5.0% 0.1% | 22.7% 0.7%
Nebraska Public Institutions 0.4% 1.3% 2.8% 1.2% | -0.3% 1.2%
Nebraska Independent
Colleges and Universities 1.3% 3.6% 1.5% 5.4% 7.1% 0.8%
Bellevue University 13.5% | 13.9% 47% | 17.9% | 14.1%
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 114% | 124% | 325% | 18.6% | 26.0%
Clarkson College -1.5% 40% | 21.9% | 17.6% | 11.7%
College of St. Mary -11.6% -1.8% -8.4% 6.8% 9.2%
Concordia University? 9.7% 7.6% 4.3% -7.5% 0.0%
Creighton University -1.4% 1.0% 0.5% 3.3% 2.8%
Dana College 8.4% -3.1% 2.7% 0.3% 9.8%
Doane College -1.3% 1.4% 4.5% 0.4% 6.9%
Grace University 2.7% 2.9% -6.2% 7.2% -9.7%
Hastings College -1.6% -1.9% -2.7% 3.2% 3.6%
Little Priest Tribal College NA NA 65.9% | -11.0% | 18.5%
Midland Lutheran College -1.1% -3.3% -3.8% -0.9% 0.3%
Nebraska Christian College 24.6% -9.3% | 13.6% | -4.8% -2.5%
Nebraska Indian Community College 0.6% | 124% | -38.2% | 61.0% 0.0%
Nebraska Methodist College -3.4% -5.0% 9.7% | 22.7% | 25.7%
Nebraska Wesleyan University 1.4% 1.2% -1.8% 9.0% 6.1%
Summit Christian College® 2.0% 3.8% | -14.8% 4.3% | -20.8%
Union College -7.9% | 12.3% 7.5% -5.2% 3.8%
York College -2.4% -8.5% 15% | -0.2% -3.9%
Nebraska Public and Independent
Colleges and Universities 0.6% 1.7% 2.5% 2.0% 1.2% 1.1%

Continued on the next page.

Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education — December 2005

144




Table Al1.2 Continued

3-Year | 5-Year | 10-Year
Total Headcount Enrollment Change | Change | Change

01-04 99-04 94-04
University of Nebraska -2.5% 0.2% | -8.8%
NCTA-Curtis -6.0% | -12.7% -6.4%
University of Nebraska at Kearney -0.7% -5.9% | -15.8%
University of Nebraska-Lincoln -4.3% -1.6% -8.6%
University of Nebraska Medical Center 6.6% | 12.1% 4.5%
University of Nebraska at Omaha -2.3% 4.2% -8.2%
Nebraska State Colleges -1.2% | -4.8% | -12.5%
Chadron State College -8.4% -71.2% | -19.4%
Peru State College 3.3% 1.1% 1.1%
Wayne State College 2.6% -5.6% | -12.6%
Nebraska Community Colleges 13.0% | 14.5% | 29.0%
Central Community College 2.0% -8.0% | 30.2%
Metropolitan Community College 10.7% | 11.2% | 21.3%
Mid-Plains Community College 50% | 17.4% 0.8%
Northeast Community College 9.8% 8.2% | 39.9%
Southeast Community College 27.0% | 37.1% | 51.6%
Western Nebraska Community College 23.7% | 44.8% | 15.2%
Nebraska Public Institutions 3.8% 5.5% 4.0%
Nebraska Independent
Colleges and Universities 14.6% | 20.2% | 29.2%
Bellevue University 40.8% | 82.0% | 155.9%
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 98.1% | 148.0% NA
Clarkson College 60.1% | 64.0% | 21.5%
College of St. Mary 6.9% -71.2% | -15.2%
Concordia University? 3.7% | 13.6% | 29.7%
Creighton University 6.7% 6.3% 4.6%
Dana College 13.1% | 18.8% -1.1%
Doane College 122% | 12.3% | 28.9%
Grace University -9.2% -4.1% | 30.4%
Hastings College 4.1% 04% | 13.2%
Little Priest Tribal College 75.0% NA NA
Midland Lutheran College -4.4% -8.6% -71.1%
Nebraska Christian College 54% | 19.2% | 11.5%
Nebraska Indian Community College -0.5% | 12.4% | -40.6%
Nebraska Methodist College 39.2% | 27.8% | 41.1%
Nebraska Wesleyan University 13.6% | 16.6% | 21.9%
Summit Christian College® -29.6% | -25.5% | -35.6%
Union College 5.8% 9.3% | 61.4%
York College -2.6% | -13.0% | -13.0%
Nebraska Public and Independent
Colleges and Universities 5.9% 8.3% 8.6%

Continued on the next page.
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Table Al1.2 Continued

'Data source for 1994-2004: National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System (IPEDS).

Data for fall 2005 are preliminary and based on the latest available enrollment information from the following
sources:
For the University of Nebraska: University of Nebraska Central Administration
For the other sectors: The sector total is the sum of the latest available enroliment numbers obtained
directly from each institution within the sector.

Since official enrollment data for fall 2005 will not be available from the NCES until mid-2006, enrollment
figures for individual institutions are not included in this report.

*Total headcount enrollment for Concordia University was incorrectly reported to the NCES for fall 2003
and fall 2004. Since these headcounts have not been corrected in the IPEDS database, the headcounts
shown in this table are the enrollments that were incorrectly reported to the NCES. However, the percentage
changes for these two years have been adjusted in this table to accurately reflect the enrollment changes
that occurred at Concordia University. The percentage changes reported in this table are based on actual
enrollments of 1,317 for fall 2003 and 1,315 for fall 2004.

*Summit Christian College was previously known as Platte Valley Bible College.

NA = Not Applicable.
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Table A1.3
Total Headcount Enrollment of Colleges and Universities
Within the Independent Sector: 1994-2004"

Total Headcount Enrollment 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
Total Nebraska Independent
Colleges and Universities 19,884 | 20,015 | 20,100 | 20,835 | 21,137 | 21,370
Bellevue University 2,159 2,303 2,600 2,928 2,929 3,035
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 117 127 140 122 123
Clarkson College 548 568 570 598 520 406
Creighton University 6,424 6,241 6,158 6,292 6,235 6,325
Dana College 646 661 613 594 552 538
Doane College 1,885 1,870 1,795 1,809 1,982 2,163
Nebraska Wesleyan University 1,602 1,582 1,561 1,709 1,741 1,675
Subtotal “Growth” Schools 13,264 | 13,342 | 13,424 | 14,070 | 14,081 | 14,265
Annual Change in Number
of Students Enrolled 78 82 646 11 184
College of St. Mary 1,172 1,096 1,069 1,001 1,035 1,071
Concordia University? 1,014 1,155 1,104 1,190 1,241 1,158
Grace University 414 475 468 519 533 563
Hastings College 1,019 1,052 1,071 1,059 1,138 1,148
Little Priest Tribal College
Midland Lutheran College 1,019 1,030 1,062 1,033 1,034 1,036
Nebraska Christian College 139 141 147 152 152 130
Nebraska Indian Community College 320 253 323 223 186 169
Nebraska Methodist College 375 359 385 413 445 414
Summit Christian College® 59 68 68 75 54 51
Union College 580 551 527 603 742 856
York College 509 493 452 497 496 509
Subtotal “Stable or Regaining” Schools 6,620 6,673 6,676 6,765 7,056 7,105
Annual Change in Number
of Students Enrolled 53 3 89 291 49
Enrollment Summary 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
Subtotal “Growth” Schools 13,264 | 13,342 | 13,424 | 14,070 | 14,081 | 14,265
Subtotal “Stable or Regaining” Schools 6,620 6,673 6,676 6,765 7,056 7,105
Total Nebraska Independent Institutions 19,884 | 20,015 | 20,100 | 20,835 | 21,137 | 21,370
“Growth” Schools as a % of Total 66.7% | 66.7% | 66.8% | 67.5% | 66.6% | 66.8%

Continued on the next page.
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Table A1.3 Continued
Total Headcount Enrollment 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Total Nebraska Independent
Colleges and Universities 21,655 | 22,429 | 22,775 | 23,994 | 25,696
Bellevue University 3,445 3,923 4,107 4,843 5,524
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 137 154 204 242 305
Clarkson College 400 416 507 596 666
Creighton University 6,237 6,297 6,327 6,537 6,722
Dana College 583 565 580 582 639
Doane College 2,135 2,165 2,263 2,273 2,429
Nebraska Wesleyan University 1,699 1,719 1,688 1,840 1,953
Subtotal “Growth” Schools 14,636 | 15,239 | 15676 | 16,913 | 18,238
Annual Change in Number
of Students Enrolled 371 603 437 1,237 1,325
College of St. Mary 947 930 852 910 994
Concordia University? 1,270 1,366 1,425 1,205 1,379
Grace University 578 595 558 598 540
Hastings College 1,130 1,108 1,078 1,113 1,153
Little Priest Tribal College 88 146 130 154
Midland Lutheran College 1,025 991 953 944 947
Nebraska Christian College 162 147 167 159 155
Nebraska Indian Community College 170 191 118 190 190
Nebraska Methodist College 400 380 343 421 529
Summit Christian College® 52 54 46 48 38
Union College 788 885 951 902 936
York College 497 455 462 461 443
Subtotal “Stable or Regaining” Schools 7,019 7,190 7,099 7,081 7,458
Annual Change in Number
of Students Enrolled -86 171 -91 -18 377
Enrollment Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Subtotal “Growth” Schools 14,636 | 15,239 | 15,676 | 16,913 | 18,238
Subtotal “Stable or Regaining” Schools 7,019 7,190 7,099 7,081 7,458
Total Nebraska Independent Institutions 21,655 | 22,429 | 22,775 | 23,994 | 25,696
“Growth” Schools as a % of Total 67.6% | 67.9% | 68.8% | 70.5% | 71.0%

Continued on the next page.
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Table Al1.3 Continued

1-Year | 1-Year | 1-Year | 1-Year | 1-Year
Total Headcount Enrollment Change | Change | Change | Change | Change
99-00 00-01 01-02 02-03 03-04

Total Nebraska Independent
Colleges and Universities 1.3% 3.6% 1.5% 5.4% 7.1%
Bellevue University 13.5% | 13.9% 47% | 17.9% | 14.1%
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 114% | 124% | 325% | 18.6% | 26.0%
Clarkson College -1.5% 40% | 21.9% | 17.6% | 11.7%
Creighton University -1.4% 1.0% 0.5% 3.3% 2.8%
Dana College 8.4% -3.1% 2.7% 0.3% 9.8%
Doane College -1.3% 1.4% 4.5% 0.4% 6.9%
Nebraska Wesleyan University 1.4% 12% | -1.8% 9.0% 6.1%
Subtotal “Growth” Schools 2.6% 4.1% 2.9% 7.9% 7.8%
College of St. Mary -11.6% -1.8% -8.4% 6.8% 9.2%
Concordia University? 9.7% 7.6% 43% | -7.5% 0.0%
Grace University 2.7% 2.9% -6.2% 7.2% -9.7%
Hastings College -1.6% -1.9% -2.7% 3.2% 3.6%
Little Priest Tribal College NA NA 65.9% | -11.0% | 18.5%
Midland Lutheran College -1.1% -3.3% -3.8% -0.9% 0.3%
Nebraska Christian College 24.6% -9.3% | 13.6% -4.8% -2.5%
Nebraska Indian Community College 0.6% | 12.4% | -38.2% | 61.0% 0.0%
Nebraska Methodist College -3.4% -5.0% 9.7% | 227% | 25.7%
Summit Christian College® 2.0% 3.8% | -148% | 4.3% | -20.8%
Union College -7.9% | 12.3% 7.5% -5.2% 3.8%
York College -2.4% -8.5% 1.5% -0.2% -3.9%
Subtotal “Stable or Regaining” Schools -1.2% 24% | -13% | -0.3% 5.3%

Continued on the next page.
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Table A1.3 Continued

3-Year | 5-Year | 10-Year
Total Headcount Enrollment Change | Change | Change
01-04 99-04 94-04

Nebraska Independent

Colleges and Universities 146% | 20.2% | 29.2%
Bellevue University 40.8% | 82.0% | 155.9%
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 98.1% | 148.0% NA

Clarkson College 60.1% | 64.0% | 21.5%
Creighton University 6.7% 6.3% 4.6%
Dana College 13.1% | 18.8% -1.1%
Doane College 12.2% | 12.3% | 28.9%
Nebraska Wesleyan University 13.6% | 16.6% | 21.9%
Subtotal “Growth” Colleges 19.7% | 27.9% | 37.5%

Annual Change in Enrollment

College of St. Mary 6.9% -71.2% | -15.2%
Concordia University? 3.7% | 13.6% | 29.7%
Grace University -9.2% -41% | 30.4%
Hastings College 4.1% 04% | 13.2%
Little Priest Tribal College 75.0% NA NA

Midland Lutheran College -4.4% -8.6% -7.1%
Nebraska Christian College 54% | 19.2% | 11.5%
Nebraska Indian Community College -05% | 12.4% | -40.6%
Nebraska Methodist College 39.2% | 27.8% | 41.1%
Summit Christian College® -29.6% | -25.5% | -35.6%
Union College 5.8% 9.3% | 61.4%
York College -2.6% | -13.0% | -13.0%

Subtotal “Stable or Regaining” Schools 5.9% 8.3% 8.6%

Annual Change in enrollment

'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), Integrated
Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS).

*Total headcount enrollment for Concordia University was incorrectly reported
to the NCES for fall 2003 and fall 2004. Since these headcounts have not
been corrected in the IPEDS database, the headcounts shown in this table
are the enrollments that were incorrectly reported to the NCES. However,
the percentage changes for these two years have been adjusted in this table
to accurately reflect the enrollment changes that occurred at Concordia
University. The percentage changes reported in this table are based on
actual enrollments of 1,317 for fall 2003 and 1,315 for fall 2004.

*Summit Christian College was previously called Platte Valley Bible College.
NA = Not Applicable.
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Appendix 2

Actual and Projected Numbers of Nebraska High School Graduates

Table A2.1
Numbers of Nebraska High School Graduates
1992-1993 through 2004-2005"
Type of School/Agency
Educational State- Total
School Year Public Nonpublic |  Service Operated | Number of | One-Year
Schools Schools Units Schools | Graduates | % Change

1992-1993 17,452 1,712 0 117 19,281

1993-1994 16,896 1,659 1 175 18,731 -2.9%
1994-1995 17,685 1,802 6 250 19,743 5.4%
1995-1996 17,742 1,772 0 296 19,810 0.3%
1996-1997 18,359 1,933 0 242 20,534 3.7%
1997-1998 19,407 1,991 0 265 21,663 5.5%
1998-1999 19,917 2,087 2 255 22,261 2.8%
1999-2000 19,629 2,011 0 78 21,718 -2.4%
2000-2001 19,106 2,113 2 79 21,300 -1.9%
2001-2002 19,375 2,147 1 138 21,661 1.7%
2002-2003 19,604 2,234 4 130 21,972 1.4%
2003-2004 19,462 2,162 6 88 21,718 -1.2%
2004-2005* 19,225 2,297 2 123 21,647 -0.3%

!Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education, August 2005.
*Unofficial numbers of graduates for the 2004-2005 school year as of October 27, 2005.
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Table A2.2
Actual and Projected Number of Nebraska High School Graduates
2002-2003 through 2017-2018"

PUBLIC by RACE/ETHNICITY

i White Asian/ Black Race/
Academic (non- Pacific (non- Native Ethnicity | PUBLIC | NonPuBLIC
Year Hispanic) | Islander | Hispanic) | Hispanic | American |  Total® Total® Total TOTAL

Actual

2002-03 17,541 279 841 776 167 19,604 19,604 2,234 21,838

2003-04 17,211 309 884 890 168 19,462 19,462 2,162 21,624
Projected

2004-05 16,455 323 892 1,034 155 18,858 19,093 2,232 21,325

2005-06 16,020 354 869 1,148 152 18,543 18,759 2,173 20,932

2006-07 16,051 320 884 1,200 165 18,620 18,853 2,144 20,996

2007-08 16,362 360 977 1,421 179 19,299 19,574 2,111 21,685

2008-09 15,677 325 954 1,702 173 18,831 19,102 2,114 21,216

2009-10 15,246 338 975 1,874 158 18,591 18,843 2,074 20,917

2010-11 14,571 383 994 2,106 168 18,222 18,448 2,003 20,451

2011-12 13,995 416 983 2,154 164 17,713 17,896 2,036 19,932

2012-13 13,692 387 1,026 2,360 152 17,617 17,766 2,018 19,785

2013-14 13,984 462 954 2,926 145 18,471 18,184 2,034 20,218

2014-15 13,917 439 991 3,098 160 18,606 18,256 2,038 20,294

2015-16 13,773 500 989 3,400 182 18,844 18,357 2,052 20,409

2016-17 13,817 536 1,018 3,624 207 19,102 18,579 2,087 20,667

2017-18 14,015 630 1,099 3,989 191 19,924 19,152 2,150 21,302
'Data sources:

For actual numbers of graduates: Nebraska Department of Education, August 2005.
For projected numbers of graduates: Knocking at the College Door, Western Interstate Commission for

Higher Education, 2003, page 121.

“The sum of the graduates by race/ethnicity does not equal the total number of public school graduates, due to

differences in the way historical data may have been reported by the state and because graduates for each
race/ethnicity were projected separately from the total public projections.

*The public total does not include graduates from educational service units or state-operated schools.
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Table A2.3

Projected Changes in the Numbers and Percentages of Public High School Graduates
by Race/Ethnicity: 2002-2003 to 2017-2018

2002-2003 2017-2018 Projected
% Change
‘L from
Race/Ethnicity Projected %of | 2002-2003
No. of % of No. of Projected to
Graduates’ | Graduates | Graduates’ | Graduates | 2017-2018
White (non-Hispanic) 17,541 89.5% 14,015 70.3% -20.1%
Asian/Pacific Islander 279 1.4% 630 3.2% 125.8%
Black (non-Hispanic) 841 4.3% 1,099 5.5% 30.7%
Hispanic 776 4.0% 3,989 20.0% 414.0%
Native American 167 0.8% 191 1.0% 14.4%
Total for Public High Schools 19,604 100.0% 19,924 100.0% 1.6%

Actual numbers of public high school graduates obtained from the Nebraska Department of Education,
August 2005. Numbers do not include graduates of education service units or state-operated schools.

*Projected numbers of public high school graduates by race/ethnicity published in Knocking at the College Door,
Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education, 2003, page 121.
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Appendix 3

Nebraska High School Graduation and Dropout Rates

Explanatory Note A3.1
Methods of Calculating High School Graduation Rates and Dropout Rates

The Nebraska Department of Education has adopted the method of calculating high school
graduation rates developed by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). The resulting
percentage rate is referred to as the “four-year high school graduation rate.”

The four-year high school graduation rate is based on the number of students in a 9"-grade
class compared to the number of students in the same class who complete high school four years later
and receive regular diplomas. For the purposes of computing four-year graduation rates, graduates do
not include GED recipients or completers who do not receive regular diplomas. Specifically, four-year
high school graduation rates are calculated using the following formula:

Number of high school diploma recipients at the end of Grade 12 (divided by)

Number of Grade 9 dropouts (Year 1) + Number of Grade 10 dropouts (Year 2)
+ Number of Grade 11 dropouts (Year 3) + Number of Grade 12 dropouts (Year 4)
+ Number of high school diploma recipients at the end of Grade 12 (Year 4)

The resulting fraction is then multiplied by 100 to express the graduation rate as a percentage.

The Nebraska Department of Education computes a statewide four-year high school graduation
rate for the state’s public schools and also computes a four-year high school graduation rate for each
public school district in the state. A statewide four-year high school graduation rate is also calculated for
nonpublic schools, but four-year graduation rates are currently not available for nonpublic schools on an
individual basis.

A four-year high school dropout rate can be calculated simply by subtracting the four-year
graduation rate from 100.0%. This dropout rate also can be calculated by dividing the total number of
dropouts from Grade 9 through Grade 12 by the number of high school diploma recipients at the end of
Grade 12 plus the total number of dropouts, and then by multiplying the resulting fraction by 100.

The method of calculating a dropout rate that is used by the Nebraska Department of Education
is the one-year 7™ - 12" grade dropout rate. This rate is the total number of students in the 7" through
the 12™ grades who drop out of school during an academic year divided by the total number of students
in the 7" through 12" grades at the beginning of the school year (referred to as the 7" — 12" grade
membership). The resulting fraction is multiplied by 100 to express the dropout rate as a percentage.

In calculating either the four-year high school graduation rate or the one-year 7" - 12" grade
dropout rate, a “dropout” is defined as an individual who is enrolled sometime during the current school
year but who is not enrolled at the beginning of the next school year and has not graduated from high
school or completed a state- or district-approved education program. A dropout is not an individual who
has passed away or who has transferred to another public school, a private school, a home school, or
another district-approved education program. Dropouts also do not include students who are temporarily
absent due to suspension, expulsion, or illness.
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Technical Note: The following table replaces Table 1.9 on page 41 of the 2004 Baseline
Report for the LR 174 Higher Education Task Force. The graduation data provided by the
Nebraska Department of Education for Table 1.9 were not the latest available at the time
and should have been replaced with the data summarized in Table A3.1 as follows.

Table A 3.1
Distribution of the Four-Year High School Graduation Rates
for Nebraska Public High School Districts

2002-2003"

Four-Year High School No. of % of % of Cumulative % of
Graduation Rate School Districts | School Districts | School Districts | School Districts
100.0% 76 29.6% 29.6% 29.6%
96.0% - 99.9% 39 15.2% 44.7%
92.0% - 95.9% 65 25.3% 40.5% 70.0%
88.0% - 91.9% 33 12.8% 82.9%
84.8% - 87.9% 18 7.0% 19.8% 89.9%
80.0% - 84.7%? 14 5.4% 95.3%
72.0% - 79.9% 8 3.1% 98.4%
Less than 72% 4 1.6% 10.1% 100.0%

257 100.0% 100.0%

Four-year graduation rates by district downloaded from the Nebraska Department of Education Web site,
http://www.nde.state.ne.us, October 5, 2005.

*The statewide public high school graduation rate for 2002-2003 was 84.7%.
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Table A3.2

Nebraska Public School Districts with Four-Year High School
Graduation Rates Equal to or Below the Statewide Public Rate

2003-2004"
County , . Four-Year
County No. Public School District Graduatzlon
Rate
Morrill 62 Bayard Public Schools 86.5%
Seward 80 Centennial Public Schools 86.2%
Lincoln 56 North Platte Public Schools 86.2%
Platte 71 Columbus Public Schools 85.8%
Dodge 27 Fremont Public Schools 85.4%
Franklin 31 Franklin Public Schools 85.2%
Hall 40 Wood River Rural High School 85.0%
Richardson 74 Falls City Public Schools 84.7%
Douglas 28 Ralston Public Schools 84.6%
Keith 51 Paxton Consolidated Schools 84.0%
Dawes 23 Crawford Public Schools 83.3%
Kimball 53 Kimball Public Schools 83.1%
Sheridan 81 Gordon High School 82.7%
Dixon 26 Ponca Public Schools 82.1%
Dawson 24 Sumner-Eddyville-Miller Schools 81.0%
Adams 1 Hastings Public Schools 80.5%
Cass 13 Louisville Public Schools 80.0%
Scottsbluff 79 Minatare Public Schools 80.0%
Dakota 22 So. Sioux City Community Schools 79.6%
Hall 40 Grand Island Public Schools 79.2%
Scottsbluff 79 Scottsbluff Public Schools 78.1%
Colfax 19 Schuyler Central High School 77.1%
Lancaster 55 Lincoln Public Schools 76.6%
Lexington 24 Lexington Public Schools 74.4%
Butler 12 Rising City Public Schools 69.2%
Douglas 28 Omaha Public Schools 67.6%
Thurston 87 UMO * HO ~ Nation Public Schools 61.9%
Thurston 87 Winnebago Public Schools 52.8%
Thurston 87 Walthill Public Schools 33.3%
Knox 54 Santee Community Schools 25.0%

Four-year graduation rates by district downloaded from the Nebraska Department of Education
Web site, http://www.nde.state.ne.us, October 2005.

*The statewide public high school graduation rate for 2003-2004 was 86.5%.
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Table A 3.3

Nebraska Four-Year Graduation Rates
for Public and Nonpublic High Schools by Race/Ethnicity
2002-2003 and 2003-2004!

No. of
Dropouts Total Four-Year Four-Year
Race/Ethnicity No. of 9" _12" | Graduates | High School High School
Graduates Grades & Dropouts | Graduation Rate | Dropout Rate?
2002-2003
Public High Schools
White (non-Hispanic) 17,541 2,214 19,755 88.8% 11.2%
Asian/Pacific Islander 279 55 334 83.5% 16.5%
Black (non-Hispanic) 841 576 1,417 59.4% 40.6%
Hispanic 776 555 1,331 58.3% 41.7%
Native American 167 131 298 56.0% 44.0%
Public Total 19,604 3,531 23,135 84.7% 15.3%
Nonpublic (Private) High Schools
White (non-Hispanic) 2,064 11 2,075 99.5% 0.5%
Asian/Pacific Islander 55 0 55 100.0% 0.0%
Black (non-Hispanic) 57 2 59 96.6% 3.4%
Hispanic 51 1 52 98.1% 1.9%
Native American 7 0 7 100.0% 0.0%
Nonpublic Total 2,234 14 2,248 99.4% 0.6%
2003-2004
Public High Schools
White (non-Hispanic) 17,211 1,847 19,058 90.3% 9.7%
Asian/Pacific Islander 309 31 340 90.9% 9.1%
Black (non-Hispanic) 884 509 1,393 63.5% 36.5%
Hispanic 890 510 1,400 63.6% 36.4%
Native American 168 137 305 55.1% 44.9%
Public Total 19,462 3,034 22,496 86.5% 13.5%
Nonpublic (Private) High Schools
White (non-Hispanic) 2,008 8 2,016 99.6% 0.4%
Asian/Pacific Islander 39 0 39 100.0% 0.0%
Black (non-Hispanic) 39 0 39 100.0% 0.0%
Hispanic 64 0 64 100.0% 0.0%
Native American 12 0 12 100.0% 0.0%
Nonpublic Total 2,162 8 2,170 99.6% 0.4%
!Data source: Nebraska Department of Education, July 28, 2005.
“See Explanatory Note A3.1 for information on how graduation and dropout rates are calculated.
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Table A3.4
Distribution of Public High School Graduates
and Dropouts by Race/Ethnicity
Based on Four-Year Graduation Rate Data’

No. of Total
Dropouts Graduates
Race/Ethnicity No. of % of g _ 12" % of &
Graduates | Graduates Grades Dropouts Dropouts | Total %
2002-2003

Public High Schools
White (non-Hispanic) 17,541 89.5% 2,214 62.7% | 19,755 100.0%
Asian/Pacific Islander 279 1.4% 55 1.6% 334 100.0%
Black (non-Hispanic) 841 4.3% 576 16.3% 1,417 100.0%
Hispanic 776 4.0% 555 15.7% 1,331 100.0%
Native American 167 0.8% 131 3.7% 298 100.0%
Public Total 19,604 100.0% 3,531 100.0% | 23,135 100.0%

2003-2004

Public High Schools
White (non-Hispanic) 17,211 88.4% 1,847 60.9% | 19,058 100.0%
Asian/Pacific Islander 309 1.6% 31 1.0% 340 100.0%
Black (non-Hispanic) 884 4.5% 509 16.8% 1,393 100.0%
Hispanic 890 4.6% 510 16.8% 1,400 100.0%
Native American 168 0.9% 137 4.5% 305 100.0%
Public Total 19,462 100.0% 3,034 100.0% | 22,496 100.0%

'Data source: Nebraska Department of Education, July 28, 2005.
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Table A3.5
Nebraska Four-Year Graduation Rates
for Public and Nonpublic High Schools by Gender
2002-2003 and 2003-2004*

No. of
Dropouts Total Four-Year Four-Year
Race/Ethnicity No. of 9" _12" | Graduates | High School High School
Graduates Grades & Dropouts | Graduation Rate | Dropout Rate?
2002-2003
Public High Schools
Male 9,710 2,027 11,737 82.7% 17.3%
Female 9,894 1,504 11,398 86.8% 13.2%
Public Total | 19,604 3,531 23,135 84.7% 15.3%
Nonpublic (Private) High Schools
Male 1,111 9 1,120 99.2% 0.8%
Female 1,123 5) 1,128 99.6% 0.4%
Nonpublic Total 2,234 14 2,248 99.4% 0.6%
2003-2004
Public High Schools
Male 9,793 1,794 11,587 84.5% 15.5%
Female 9,669 1,240 10,909 88.6% 11.4%
Public Total | 19,462 3,034 22,496 86.5% 13.5%
Nonpublic (Private) High Schools
Male 1,075 6 1,081 99.4% 0.6%
Female 1,087 2 1,089 99.8% 0.2%
Nonpublic Total 2,162 8 2,170 99.6% 0.4%

!Data source: Nebraska Department of Education, July 28, 2005.
“See Explanatory Note A3.1 for information on how graduation and dropout rates are calculated
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Table A3.6

Four-Year Public High School Graduation Statistics for the 12 Nebraska Counties
Where the 14 Selected School Districts Are Located

2003-2004"
No. of
Public Four-Year Dropouts
High School No. of g _ 12"
Co. School District Graduation Rate | Graduates Grades
1 | Adams Central Jr.-Sr. High School 94.4% 67 masked
1 | Kenesaw Public Schools 92.3% 24 masked
1 | Silver Lake Public Schools 90.9% 20 masked
1 | Hastings Public Schools 80.5% 214 52
19 | Clarkson Public Schools 100.0% 25 masked
19 | Howells Public Schools 100.0% 21 masked
19 | Leigh Community Schools 96.0% 24 masked
19 | Schuyler Central High School 77.1% 81 24
22 | Homer Community Schools 100.0% 33 masked
22 | So. Sioux City Community Schools 79.6% 191 49
24 | Gothenburg Public Schools 92.1% 58 masked
24 | Cozad City Schools 90.8% 79 masked
24 | Overton Public Schools 87.5% 28 masked
24 | Sumner-Eddyville-Miller Schools 81.0% 17 masked
24 | Lexington Public Schools 74.4% 131 45
27 | Dodge Public Schools 100.0% 22 masked
27 | Scribner-Snyder Community Schools 96.3% 26 masked
27 | Logan View Public Schools 92.9% 52 masked
27 | North Bend Central Public Schools 89.1% 41 masked
27 | Fremont Public Schools 85.4% 315 54
28 | Westside Community Schools 98.1% 367 masked
28 | Valley Public Schools 97.4% 38 masked
28 | Bennington Public Schools 95.7% 44 masked
28 | Millard Public Schools 94.9% 1,405 76
28 | Elkhorn Public Schools 90.3% 195 21
28 | Waterloo Public Schools 88.9% 24 masked
28 | Ralston Public Schools 84.6% 192 35
28 | Omaha Public Schools 67.6% 2,383 1,144
40 | Doniphan-Trumbull Public Schools 94.4% 51 masked
40 | Northwest High School 94.0% 172 11
40 | Wood River Rural High School 85.0% 34 masked
40 | Grand Island Public Schools 79.2% 351 92

Continued on the next page.
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Table A3.6 Continued

No. of
Public Four-Year Dropouts
High School No. of o _ 1M
Co. School District Graduation Rate | Graduates Grades
54 | Crofton Community Schools 98.2% 53 masked
54 | Creighton Public Schools 97.7% 43 masked
54 | Wausa Public Schools 93.3% 14 masked
54 | Bloomfield Community Schools 90.0% 18 masked
54 | Santee Community Schools 25.0% | masked masked
55 | Malcolm Public Schools 100.0% 38 masked
55 | Waverly School District 145 98.5% 133 masked
55 | Raymond Central Schools 94.3% 50 masked
55 | Norris School District 160 93.4% 113 masked
55 | Lincoln Public Schools 76.6% 1865 570
56 | Brady Public Schools 100.0% 13 masked
56 | Wallace Public School District 65 R 100.0% 15 masked
56 | Maxwell Public Schools 95.0% 19 masked
56 | Hershey Public Schools 94.7% 36 masked
56 | Sutherland Public Schools 92.0% 23 masked
56 | North Platte Public Schools 86.2% 299 48
79 | Mitchell Public Schools 90.9% 40 masked
79 | Morrill Public Schools 90.3% 28 masked
79 | Gering Public Schools 90.0% 126 14
79 | Minatare Public Schools 80.0% 16 masked
79 | Scottsbluff Public Schools 78.1% 178 50
87 | Emerson-Hubbard Public Schools 100.0% 22 masked
87 | Pender Public Schools 97.4% 38 masked
87 | UMO ™ HO ” Nation Public Schools 61.9% 13 masked
87 | Winnebago Public Schools 52.8% 19 17
87 | Walthill Public Schools 33.3% | masked 10
12 County Total 80.4% | 9,945 2,426
% of graduates in the state (public schools) 51.1%
% of dropouts in the state (public schools) 80.0%
Remaining 81 Counties Total 93.4% 9,517 608
% of graduates in the state (public schools) 48.9%
% of dropouts in the state (public schools) 20.0%
| Nebraska Public High School Total | 86.5% | 19462| 3,034
'Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education, August 10, 2005. Numbers under 10 are masked,
but the masked numbers are included in the total numbers of graduates and dropouts in the 12 counties.
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Table A3.7

Four-Year Graduation Rate Statistics
for the 14 Selected Nebraska School Districts

2002-2003"
No. of
County Dropouts | Four-Year
and No.of | 9"-12" | Graduation
District County District or School Name Graduates | Grades Rate
01-0018 | Adams Hastings Public Schools 233 54 81.2%
19-0123 | Colfax Schuyler Central High School 74 30 71.2%
22-0011 | Dakota South Sioux City Community Schools 176 64 73.3%
24-0001 | Dawson Lexington Public Schools 130 32 80.2%
27-0001 | Dodge Fremont Public Schools 286 65 81.5%
28-0001 | Douglas Omaha Public Schools 2,336 1,342 63.5%
40-0002 | Hall Grand Island Public Schools 367 123 74.9%
54-0505 | Knox Santee Community Schools masked masked 66.7%
55-0001 | Lancaster Lincoln Public Schools 1,883 716 72.5%
56-0001 | Lincoln North Platte Public Schools 297 57 83.9%
79-0032 | Scotts Bluff | Scottsbluff Public Schools 207 39 84.1%
87-0013 | Thurston Walthill Public Schools 18 masked 72.0%
87-0016 | Thurston UMO ~ HO ™ Nation Public Schools masked 18 33.3%
87-0017 | Thurston Winnebago Public Schools® 21 16 56.8%
Total for 14 School Districts 6,045 2,567 70.2%
% of Nebraska Public Total 30.8% 72.7%
Nebraska Public Total | 19,604 3,631 84.7%

!Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education, August 10, 2005. Numbers under 10 are masked, but
the masked numbers are included in the total numbers of graduates and dropouts for the 14 school districts.

*The number of dropouts from Winnebago Public Schools was estimated based on 21 graduates and an average
graduation rate for the 5 years from 1998-1999 through 2002-2003 of 56.19%. The estimate of 16 dropouts then
resulted in a calculated graduation rate of 56.8%.
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Table A3.8

Four-Year Graduation Rate Statistics
for the 14 Selected Nebraska School Districts

2003-2004"
No. of
County Dropouts | Four-Year
and No.of | 9"-12" | Graduation
District County District or School Name Graduates | Grades Rate
01-0018 | Adams Hastings Public Schools 214 52 80.5%
19-0123 | Colfax Schuyler Central High School 81 24 77.1%
22-0011 | Dakota South Sioux City Community Schools 191 49 79.6%
24-0001 | Dawson Lexington Public Schools 131 45 74.4%
27-0001 | Dodge Fremont Public Schools 315 54 85.4%
28-0001 | Douglas Omaha Public Schools 2,383 1,144 67.6%
40-0002 | Hall Grand Island Public Schools 351 92 79.2%
54-0505 | Knox Santee Community Schools masked masked 25.0%
55-0001 | Lancaster Lincoln Public Schools 1,865 570 76.6%
56-0001 | Lincoln North Platte Public Schools 299 48 86.2%
79-0032 | Scotts Bluff | Scottsbluff Public Schools 178 50 78.1%
87-0013 | Thurston Walthill Public Schools masked 10 33.3%
87-0016 | Thurston UMO ~ HO ™ Nation Public Schools 13 masked 61.9%
87-0017 | Thurston Winnebago Public Schools 19 17 52.8%
Total for 14 School Districts 6,048 2,172 73.6%
% of NE Public Total 31.1% 71.6%
NE Public Total | 19,462 3,034 86.5%

!Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education, August 10, 2005. Numbers under 10 are masked, but
the masked numbers are included in the total numbers of graduates and dropouts for the 14 school districts.
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Appendix 4

Nebraska Scores on National Student Assessments

Table A4.1
Performance of Nebraska 8" Graders on Most Recent NAEP Assessments®
NAEP Score Achievement Level
. 0 i 0 i
Subject Year National Nebraska % Scoring % Scoring
Average Average at or Above | at or Above
g g Basic Proficient
Mathematics 2005 278 284 75% 35%
Reading 2005 260 267 80% 35%
Science 2000 149 157 70% 36%
Writing 2002 152 156 88% 32%
Nation’s Report Card, National Center for Education Statistics, 2005

Table A4.2
Percentages of Nebraska 2000-2005 High School Graduates
Who Took the ACT Assessment and/or SAT |I: Reasoning Test

No. of ACT Assessment SAT I: Reasoning Test
Year High School No. of % of No. of % of
Graduates! Graduates Graduates Graduates Graduates
Tested? Tested* Tested® Tested”
2000 21,718 16,811 77.4% 1,935 8.9%
2001 21,300 16,677 78.3% 1,887 8.9%
2002 21,661 16,509 76.2% 1,796 8.3%
2003 21,972 16,646 75.8% 1,782 8.1%
2004 21,718 16,523 76.1% 1,656 7.6%
2005 21,647 16,220 74.9% 1,684 7.8%

Source: Number of graduates obtained from the Nebraska Department of Education. Number of 2005
graduates is preliminary as of October 27, 2005 and subject to change. Numbers are state totals and

“Numbers tested for 2000 through 2003 obtained from the ACT High School Profile Report, Graduating
Class 2003, State Composite for Nebraska. Numbers tested for 2004 and 2005 obtained from ACT High
School Profile Report, Graduating Class 2005, State Composite for Nebraska.

%Source: College Examination Board State Reports, 2003, 2004, and 2005.

*The percentages of graduates that were reported for 2000 through 2003 on page 59 of the 2004 Baseline
Report for the LR 174 Higher Education Task Force were based on data published by the Western
Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE) and excluded graduates of state-operated
schools and educational service units. For the purposes of this updated table, the percentages for 2000
through 2003 are recalculated so that they are based on the total number of graduates for 2000 through
2003 obtained directly from the Nebraska Department of Education

include graduates from public and nonpublic schools, state-operated schools, and educational service units.
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Table A4.3

Numbers and Percentages of ACT-Tested Students in 2004 and 2005 Who Reported the
Courses They Had Taken or Expected to Take Before They Graduated from High School*

2004 2005
A . -
Prgsgfargz)cn Number of % of Number of % of Dt:gs\:sgﬁe
Students Students Students Students
percentages
College-Preparatory |4 5, 69.8% 10,013 71.3% +1.5%
Core or More
Less than the Core 4,766 30.2% 4,397 28.7% -1.5%
Total 15,788 100.0% 15,310 100.0%
No Information
on Courses Taken 735 910

Source: ACT High School Profile Reports, High School Graduating Class 2004 and 2005, State Composite for
Nebraska. NOTE: The number of students who provide information on the courses they have taken or expect to
take in high school varies as a percentage of the total number of students who take the ACT from one year to the

next. Consequently, the number of students who provide information about their courses cannot be directly
compared from year to year.

Table A4.4
2005 Percentages of Students Who Took the College-Preparatory Core
and Average ACT Composite Scores by Race/Ethnicity’

Part A: Percentages of Students Who Took the Core

White Asian/ Hispanic Native Black
Academic (non-Hispanic) Pacific Islander P American (non-Hispanic)®
Preparation No. of % of No. of % of No. of % of No. of % of No. of % of
Students | Students | Students | Students | Students | Students | Students | Students | Students | Students
Core or More 9,426 71.9% 216 75.8% | 302 58.8% 56 58.9%
Less than Core 3,688 28.1% 69 24.2% | 212 41.2% 39 41.1%
Total | 13,114 | 100.0% 285 100.0% | 514 100.0% 95 100.0%
No Information
on Courses 683 15 60 2
Taken
Part B: Average ACT Composite Scores
White Asian/ Hispanic Native Black
Academic (non-Hispanic) Pacific Islander P American (non-Hispanic)
Preparation ACT Composite ACT Composite ACT Composite ACT Composite ACT Composite
Score Score Score Score Score
Core or More 22.9 21.7 19.8 20.1 18.1
Less than Core 20.2 20.6 17.5 17.6 16.2
Total Group 22.1 215 18.7 19.1 17.6

Source: ACT High School Profile Report, High School Graduating Class 2005, State Composite for Nebraska.
“Numbers and percentages are not reported for black non-Hispanics due to unexplained variability in the numbers of
students who self-reported information about the courses they took or planned to take before graduating from high school.
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Appendix 5

Nebraska College Continuation Rates

Table A5.1
College Continuation Rates for First-Time Freshmen
with Nebraska Residency Who Attended Degree-Granting Institutions
in the United States within 12 Months of High School Graduation
1996-1997 — 2004-2005

No. of Academ No. of First-Time

. 0.0 cademic Freshmen Who . .
H'QQSSPOOI High Scho?I Year of Graduated from High Conlgg;%tlon

Graduates™ | IPEDS Survey School during
the Past 12 Months?

1995-1996 19,810 1996-1997 11,998 60.6%
1997-1998 21,663 1998-1999 12,892 59.5%
1999-2000 21,718 2000-2001 13,558 62.4%
2001-2002 21,661 2002-2003 13,349 61.6%
2003-2004 21,718 2004-2005 13,565 62.5%

!Data Source: Nebraska Department of Education, August 2005. Includes graduates of educational service
units and state-operated systems as well as public and nonpublic high school graduates.

%Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, IPEDS fall survey data for 1996, 1998, 2000, 2002,
and 2004. Obtained directly from the IPEDS database.

®Continuation rate = Number of full-time freshmen who graduated from high school in the past 12 months
and enrolled in degree-granting institutions divided by the total number of high school graduates.
Includes both full-time and part-time students.

Technical Note: The college continuation rates in Table A5.1 replace and update the
rates presented in Table 1.29 on page 68 of the 2004 Baseline Report for the LR 174
Higher Education Task Force. For the 2004 report, numbers of high school graduates
were obtained from the 2003 Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education
publication, Knocking at the College Door. Similarly, numbers of Nebraska-resident
first-time freshmen in 1996, 1998, and 2000 were obtained from the National Center
for Education Statistics (NCES) spreadsheet available on the Postsecondary Education
OPPORTUNITY Web site, www.postsecondary.org, which is labeled, “Chance for
College by Age 19 in Nebraska.” For the 2005 update, the numbers of Nebraska high
school graduates were obtained directly from the Nebraska Department of Education,
and the number of Nebraska-resident first-time freshmen was calculated directly from
NCES-IPEDS data for each of the five years, from 1996-1997 through 2004-2005.
The college continuation rates were then recalculated as shown in Table A5.1 above.
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Table A5.2
College Continuation Rates for First-Time Freshmen
with Nebraska Residency Who Attended Degree-Granting
and Non-Degree-Granting Institutions in the United States
within 12 Months of High School Graduation
2002-2003 Compared to 2004-2005"

Number and Percentage of Nebraska-Resident First-Time
Freshmen Who Attended Four-Year and Two-Year
Degree-Granting and Non-Degree-Granting Institutions
Type of Postsecondary Within 12 Months of High School Graduation
Institution Attended 2002-2003 2004-2005
n % n %
Degree-Granting 13,349 97.9% 13,565 99.0%
Non-Degree-Granting 282 2.1% 139 1.0%
Total 13,631 100.0% 13,704 100.0%
College Continuation Rate? 62.9% 63.1%

Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students.

“For 2002-2003: The total of 13,631 first-time freshmen divided by 21,661, the number of high school
graduates during the 2001-2002 school year.
For 2004-2005: The total of 13,704 first-time freshmen divided by 21,718, the number of high school
graduates during the 2003-2004 school year.

Source of numbers of high school graduates: Nebraska Department of Education, August 2005.

Technical Note: In 2002, an additional 6,860 Nebraskans were first-time freshmen

at postsecondary degree-granting and non-degree-granting institutions in the United
States when the fall 2002 IPEDS survey was conducted. Similarly, an additional 5,607
Nebraskans were first-time freshmen in fall 2004. However, these students can not be
incorporated into estimates of Nebraska’s college continuation rate because they started
college more than 12 months after they graduated from high school, and there is no way
of determining from IPEDS data when they received their high school diplomas.

Technical Note: The college continuation rate for 2002-2003 in Table A5.2 replaces
the rate presented in Table 1.31 on page 70 of the 2004 Baseline Report for the LR 174
Higher Education Task Force. For the 2004 report, the number of high school graduates
in 2002-2003 was obtained from the 2003 Western Interstate Commission for Higher
Education publication, Knocking at the College Door. For the 2005 update, the number
of high school graduates in 2002-2003 was obtained from the Nebraska Department of
Education, and the college continuation rate was recalculated as shown in this table.
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Table A5.3
Percentages of First-Time Freshmen with Nebraska Residency
Who Attended Four-Year and Two-Year Degree-Granting Institutions
within 12 Months of High School Graduation
2002-2003 Compared to 2004-2005"

umber and Percentage of Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Type of Numb dP f Nebraska-Resident First-Time Fresh
Degree-Granting Wh(_) Attended_ F(_)ur-Year and Two-.Year Degree-Grant'lng
Postsecondary Institutions Within 12 Months of High School Graduation
Institutions 2002-2003 2004-2005
n % n %
Public — 4-year 7,141 53.5% 6,890 50.8%
Private — 4-year 2,681 20.1% 3,023 22.3%
Subtotal 9,822 73.6% 9,913 73.1%
Public — 2-year 3,308 24.8% 3,508 25.9%
Private — 2-year 219 1.6% 144 1.0%
Subtotal 3,527 26.4% 3,652 26.9%
Total 13,349 100.0% 13,565 100.0%

'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students.
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Appendix 6

Nebraska and Non-Nebraska First-Time Freshmen Migration Data

Explanatory Note A6.1
Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Migration Data Collection and Limitations

The data used to estimate the number and percentage of Nebraska high school graduates who go
to college in Nebraska or out of state are collected every two years by the National Center for Education
Statistics (NCES) through the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS). These data are
collected through the fall IPEDS surveys that are conducted in even-numbered years. Consequently, the
latest available data are for fall 2002 and fall 2004, representing the 2002-2003 and 2004-2005 academic
years.

Based on the IPEDS data summarized in the table below, 97% of all Nebraska-resident first-time
freshmen attend degree-granting postsecondary institutions in Nebraska or other states, compared to
3% who attend non-degree-granting schools. The Nebraska-resident first-time freshmen who attended
non-degree-granting schools are excluded from the analyses in this report because the NCES does not
require non-degree-granting schools to submit enrollment data by state or country of residency. As a
result, the student residency data obtained from non-degree-granting schools is incomplete and
inconsistent from one IPEDS survey to the next.

All Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen by Type of Institution Attended
Fall 2002 and Fall 2004"

Number and Percentage
. of All Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Type of Institution
Attended Fall 2002 Fall 2004
n % n %
Degree-Granting 19,846 96.9% 18,743 97.1%
Non-Degree-Granting 645 3.1% 568 2.9%
Total 20,491 100.0% 19,311 100.0%

!Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students.

The data collected from degree-granting independent institutions and private career schools are
limited by the fact that a few schools did not report the numbers and residence status of their first-time
freshmen who graduated from high school within 12 months of college enroliment. In 2002, the
following schools did not submit this information to the NCES: Bellevue University, Concordia
University, and The Creative Center. In 2004, the four schools that did not submit this information
were as follows: Nebraska Indian Community College, Nebraska Methodist College, Union College,
and Vatterott College (Deerfield Campus).

The available data from the seven schools listed above were used to estimate the effect that their
missing data might have on the sector totals for the independent and private career schools. Based on this
analysis, the enrollment totals for the independent and private school sectors are underestimated, but not
to a large enough degree to affect the conclusions in section 1.2 of this report.
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Table A6.1
Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska and Qut-of-State Degree-Granting Postsecondary Institutions
Within 12 Months of High School Graduation
Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

Number and Percentage of Nebraska-Resident
Where Students First-Time Freshmen Who Enrolled at Nebraska
Enrolled as and Out-of-State Postsecondary Institutions Change Since
First-Time Within 12 Months of High School Graduation Fall 2002
Freshmen Fall 2002 Fall 2004
n % n % n %
Out-of-State Schools 2,513 18.8% 2,678 19.7% 165 6.6%
Nebraska Schools 10,836 81.2% 10,887 80.3% 51 0.5%
Total | 13,349 | 100.0% 13,565 100.0% 216 1.6%

!Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students.

Table A6.2
Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska Degree-Granting Postsecondary Institutions
Within 12 Months of High School Graduation
Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

Number and Percentage of Nebraska-Resident

Where Students First-Time Freshmen Who Enrolled at Nebraska
Enrolled as and Out-of-State Postsecondary Institutions Change Since
First-Time Within 12 Months of High School Graduation Fall 2002
Freshmen Fall 2002 Fall 2004
n % n % n %
University of Nebraska 5,313 49.0% 4,988 45.8% - 325 -6.1%
Nebraska State Colleges 880 8.1% 818 7.5% - 62 -7.0%
Nebraska Community 2018 | 26.9% | 3084 | 283%| 166 5.7%
Colleges
Public Total 9,111 84.1% 8,890 81.7% - 221 -2.4%
Independent Colleges 1600 | 148% | 1847 | 17.0%| 247 | 154%
and Universities
Private Career Schools 125 1.2% 150 1.4% 25 20.0%
Nebraska Total | 10,836 | 100.0% 10,887 100.0% 51 0.5%

!Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students.
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More than 12 Months After High School Graduation

Table A6.3
Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska and Out-of-State Postsecondary Institutions

Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

Where Students

Number and Percentage of Nebraska-Resident
First-Time Freshmen Who Enrolled at Nebraska

Enrolled as and Out-of-State Postsecondary Institutions Change Since
First-Time More Than 12 Months After High School Graduation Fall 2002
Freshmen Fall 2002 Fall 2004
n % n % n %
Out-of-State Schools 591 9.1% 582 11.2% -9 -1.5%
Nebraska Schools 5,906 90.9% 4,596 88.8% -1,310 | -22.2%
Total 6,497 100.0% 5,178 100.0% -1,319 | -20.3%

'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students.

More than 12 Months After High School Graduation

Table A6.4
Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska Degree-Granting Postsecondary Institutions

Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

Number and Percentage of Nebraska-Resident
Where Students First-Time Freshmen Who Enrolled
Enrolled as at Nebraska Postseconc_jarv Institutions _ Change Since
First-Time More than 12 Months after High School Graduation Fall 2002
Freshmen Fall 2002 Fall 2004
n % n % n %
University of Nebraska 314 5.3% 158 3.4% -156 -49.7%
Nebraska State Colleges 54 0.9% 63 1.4% 9 16.7%
Nebraska Community
Colleges 3,976 67.3% 3,362 73.2% -614 -15.4%
Public Total 4,344 73.6% 3,583 78.0% -761 -17.5%
Independent Colleges
and Universities 444 7.5% 302 6.6% -142 -32.0%
Private Career Schools 1,118 18.9% 711 15.5% -407 -36.4%
Nebraska Total 5,906 100.0% 4,596 100.0% | -1,310| -22.2%
!Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students.
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Table A6.5
Non-Nebraska First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska Colleges and Universities
Classified by Type of Institution Attended
Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

Number and Percentage of Non-Nebraska
First-Time Freshmen Enrolled
T ¢ Post d at Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions
ype of Postsecondary
Institution in Nebraska Fall 2002 Fall 2004
n % n %
Degree-Granting 3,031 98.3% 3,052 98.5%
Non-Degree-Granting 51 1.7% 45 1.5%
Total 3,082 100.0% 3,097 100.0%

Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Counts include full-time and part-time students. Counts include foreign students. Counts do not
include students with reported unknown states of residence and students for whom no residence
information was reported.

Table A6.6
Non-Nebraska First-Time Freshmen

Enrolled at Nebraska Degree-Granting Postsecondary Institutions
Within 12 Months of High School Graduation

Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

Number and Percentage of Non-Nebraska
Where Students First-Time Freshmen Who Enrolled at Nebraska
Enrolled as and Out-of-State Postsecondary Institutions Change Since
First-Time Within 12 Months of High School Graduation Fall 2002
Freshmen Fall 2002 Fall 2004
n % n % n %
University of Nebraska 854 37.4% 805 33.2% -49 -34.3%
Nebraska State Colleges 240 10.5% 253 10.4% 13 9.1%
Nebraska Community
Colleges 143 6.3% 142 5.9% -1 -0.7%
Public Total 1,237 54.2% 1,200 49.5% -37 -25.9%
Independent Colleges
and Universities 1,032 45.2% 1,196 49.3% 164 114.7%
Private Career Schools 12 0.5% 28 1.2% 16 11.2%
Nebraska Total 2,281 100.0% 2,424 100.0% 143 100.0%

!Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys. Counts include
full-time and part-time students. Counts include foreign students. Counts do not include students with reported
unknown states of residence and students for whom no residence information was reported.
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Table A6.7
Nebraska and Non-Nebraska First-Time Freshmen Enrolled at Nebraska Degree-Granting
Postsecondary Institutions Within 12 Months of High School Graduation: Fall 2002

Nebraska Out-of-State Foreign
P Students Students Students
Sector or Institutions No. of % of No. of % of No. of % of Total
Students | Students | Students | Students | Students | Students

University of Nebraska 5313 | 86.1% 744 | 12.1% 110 1.8% 6,167
NCTA-Curtis 96 | 90.6% 10 9.4% 106
University of Nebraska at Kearney 884 | 86.8% 87 8.6% 47 4.6% 1,018
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 2934 | 83.1% 534 | 15.1% 62 1.8% 3,530
University of Nebraska at Omaha 1,399 | 92.5% 113 7.4% 1 0.1% 1,513
Nebraska State Colleges 880 | 78.6% 238 | 21.2% 2 0.2% 1,120
Chadron State College 266 | 69.6% 116 | 30.4% 382
Peru State College 129 | 84.3% 24| 15.7% 0 0.0% 153
Wayne State College 485 | 82.9% 98 | 16.8% 2 0.3% 585
Nebraska Community Colleges 2,918 | 95.3% 137 4.5% 6 0.2% 3,061
Central Community College 298 | 98.0% 6 2.0% 304
Metropolitan Community College 613 | 96.7% 21 3.3% 634
Mid-Plains Community College 211 | 92.5% 15 6.6% 2 0.9% 228
Northeast Community College 578 | 93.7% 35 5.7% 4 0.6% 617
Southeast Community College 987 | 97.0% 31 3.0% 1,018
Western Nebraska Community College 231 | 88.8% 29 | 11.2% 0 0.0% 260
Nebraska Public Institutions 9,111 | 88.1% 1,119 | 10.8% 118 1.1% 10,348
Nebraska Independent Colleges

and Universities 1,600 | 60.8% 987 | 37.5% 45 1.7% 2,632
Bellevue University No information

BryanLGH College of Health Sciences No information

Clarkson College 28 | 80.0% 7| 20.0% 35
College of St. Mary 62 | 80.5% 14| 18.2% 1 1.3% 77
Concordia University No information

Creighton University 325 | 40.7% 463 | 58.0% 10 1.3% 798
Dana College 62 | 47.0% 70 | 53.0% 132
Doane College 227 | 8L7% 51| 18.3% 278
Grace University 42 | 50.0% 42 | 50.0% 84
Hastings College 207 | 75.3% 65| 23.6% 3 1.1% 275
Little Priest Tribal College 7 | 100.0% 7
Midland Lutheran College 209 | 81.3% 47 | 18.3% 1 0.4% 257
Nebraska Christian College 28 | 46.7% 29 | 48.3% 3 5.0% 60
Nebraska Indian Community College 1| 100.0% 1
Nebraska Methodist College 26 | 83.9% 5| 16.1% 31
Nebraska Wesleyan University 319 | 94.9% 17 5.1% 336
Platte Valley Bible College 2| 28.6% 5| 71.4% 7
Union College 23| 13.4% 125 | 72.7% 24 | 13.9% 172
York College 32 | 39.0% 47 | 57.3% 3 3.7% 82

Continued on the next page.
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Table A6.7 Continued

Nebraska Out-of-State Foreign
- Students Students Students
Sector or Institutions No. of % of No. of % of No. of % of Total
Students | Students | Students | Students | Students | Students
Private Degree-Granting
Career Schools 125 | 91.2% 12 8.8% 0 0.0% 137
ITT Technical Institute 15 78.9% 41 21.1% 19
Hamilton College (Lincoln) 51 | 100.0% 0 0.0% 51
Hamilton College (Omaha) 37| 92.5% 3 7.5% 40
Vatterott College (Deerfield Campus) 13| 72.2% 5| 27.8% 18
The Creative Center No information
Vatterott College (Spring Valley Campus) 6 | 100.0% 0 0.0% 6
Myotherapy Institute 3 | 100.0% 0 0.0% 3
Total Degree-Granting Institutions 10,836 | 82.6% 2,118 | 16.2% 163 1.2% | 13,117

'Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 IPEDS survey.

Counts include full-time and part-time students. Counts do not include students with reported
unknown states of residence and students for whom no residence information was reported.
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Table A6.8
Nebraska and Non-Nebraska First-Time Freshmen Enrolled

at Nebraska Degree-Granting and Non-Degree-Granting Postsecondary Institutions
Within 12 Months of High School Graduation: Fall 2004*

Nebraska Out-of-State Foreign
P Students Students Students
Sector or Institutions No. of % of No. of % of No. of % of Total
Students | Students | Students | Students | Students | Students

University of Nebraska 4,988 | 86.1% 702 | 12.1% 103 1.8% 5,793
NCTA-Curtis 77| 77.8% 22| 22.2% 0 0.0% 99
University of Nebraska at Kearney 951 | 88.1% 68 6.3% 61 5.6% 1,080
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 2511 | 81.4% 534 | 17.3% 40 1.3% 3,085
University of Nebraska at Omaha 1,449 | 94.8% 78 5.1% 2 0.1% 1,529
Nebraska State Colleges 818 | 76.4% 253 | 23.6% 0 0.0% 1,071
Chadron State College 231 | 63.8% 131 | 36.2% 0 0.0% 362
Peru State College 139 | 79.9% 35| 20.1% 0 0.0% 174
Wayne State College 448 | 83.7% 87 | 16.3% 0 0.0% 535
Nebraska Community Colleges 3,084 | 95.6% 138 4.3% 4 0.1% 3,226
Central Community College 362 | 98.9% 4 1.1% 0 0.0% 366
Metropolitan Community College 668 | 98.1% 13 1.9% 0 0.0% 681
Mid-Plains Community College 162 | 83.1% 33| 16.9% 0 0.0% 195
Northeast Community College 578 | 94.3% 35 5.7% 0 0.0% 613
Southeast Community College 1,084 | 96.0% 45 4.0% 0 0.0% 1,129
Western Nebraska Community College 230 | 95.0% 8 3.3% 4 1.7% 242
Nebraska Public Institutions 8,890 | 88.1% 1,093 | 10.8% 107 1.1% 10,090
Nebraska Independent Colleges

and Universities 1,847 | 60.7% 1,186 | 39.0% 10 0.3% 3,043
Bellevue University 39| 84.8% 7] 152% 0 0.0% 46
BryanLGH College of Health Sciences 3 | 100.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 3
Clarkson College 25| 67.6% 12| 324% 0 0.0% 37
College of St. Mary 59| 83.1% 12| 16.9% 0 0.0% 71
Concordia University 87 | 37.0% 148 | 63.0% 0 0.0% 235
Creighton University 365 | 37.9% 596 | 61.8% 3 0.3% 964
Dana College 120 | 59.1% 83| 40.9% 0 0.0% 203
Doane College 242 | 79.3% 62 | 20.3% 1 0.3% 305
Grace University 18| 29.0% 44 | 71.0% 0 0.0% 62
Hastings College 221 | 77.3% 65| 22.7% 0 0.0% 286
Little Priest Tribal College 14| 87.5% 2| 125% 0 0.0% 16
Midland Lutheran College 200 | 80.0% 47 | 18.8% 3 1.2% 250
Nebraska Christian College 21 | 56.8% 16 | 43.2% 0 0.0% 37
Nebraska Indian Community College No information

Nebraska Methodist College No information

Nebraska Wesleyan University 397 | 94.1% 25 5.9% 0 0.0% 422
Platte Valley Bible College 2| 25.0% 6| 75.0% 0 0.0% 8
Union College No information

York College 34| 34.7% | 61| 62.2% | 3] 31% | 98

Continued on the next page.
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Table A6.8 Continued

Nebraska Out-of-State Foreign
- Students Students Students
Sector or Institutions No. of % of No. of % of No. of % of Total
Students | Students | Students | Students | Students | Students
Private Degree-Granting
Career Schools 150 | 84.3% 28 | 15.7% 0 0.0% 178
ITT Technical Institute 27 71.1% 11 28.9% 0 0.0% 38
Hamilton College (Lincoln) 54 | 100.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 54
Hamilton College (Omaha) 27 | 90.0% 3| 10.0% 0 0.0% 30
Vatterott College (Deerfield Campus) No information
The Creative Center 24 | 64.9% 13| 35.1% 0 0.0% 37
Vatterott College (Spring Valley Campus) 8| 88.9% 1| 11.1% 0 0.0% 9
Myotherapy Institute 10 | 100.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 10
Total Degree-Granting Institutions 10,887 | 81.8% 2,307 | 17.3% 117 0.9% | 13,311

'Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2004 IPEDS survey.

Counts include full-time and part-time students. Counts do not include students with reported
unknown states of residence and students for whom no residence information was reported.
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Table A6.9

Net Migration of First-Time Freshmen Who Attended Degree-Granting

Postsecondary Institutions Within 12 Months of High School Graduation
Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

Student Residency and Where

Number of First-Time Freshmen

Who Attended Degree-Granting
Postsecondary Institutions

Within 12 Months of High School Graduation

They Attended College -
Change Since
Fall 2002 Fall 2004 Eall 2002
In-Migration
Non-Nebraska Students 1
Enrolled at Nebraska 2,281 2,424 +143
Colleges and Universities
Out-Migration
Resident Nebraska Students 2
Enrolled at Out-of-State 2,513 2,678 +165
Colleges and Universities
Net Migration - 232 - 254 -22

!In-migration numbers from Table A6.6.

*Out-migration numbers from Table A6.1.

residence information was reported.

Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Counts include full-time and part-time students. Counts of non-Nebraskans include foreign students.
Counts do not include students with reported unknown states of residence and students for whom no
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Appendix 7

Nebraska First-Time Freshmen Enrollments by Race/Ethnicity

Table A7.1

Fall 2003 Compared to Fall 2004

Changes in the Numbers of First-Time Freshmen at Nebraska Degree-Granting
and Non-Degree-Granting Postsecondary Institutions by Race/Ethnicity

; ; Change % Change

Race/Ethnicity Number of First-Time Freshmen in Numgber in Numbger

Fall 2003 Fall 2004 of Students of Students
White (non-Hispanic) 17,885 16,303 -1,582 -8.8%
Asian/Pacific Islander 363 364 1 0.3%
Hispanic 688 743 55 8.0%
Native American 202 225 23 11.4%
Black (non-Hispanic) 922 825 -97 -10.5%
Total Students 20,060 18,460 -1,600 -8.0%

unknown race/ethnicity.

'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys. Counts
include part-time students. Counts do not include non-resident aliens (foreign students) and students of

Table A7.2

Changes in the Number of White (non-Hispanic) First-Time Freshmen
at Nebraska Degree-Granting and Non-Degree-Granting Postsecondary Institutions
Fall 2003 Compared to Fall 2004

Number of White (non-Hispanic) | Change | % Change
First-Time Freshmen Ni” tf;)e Ni” tf;)e
: : umber umber
Sector of Higher Education Fall 2003 Fall 2004 of of

Students Students

University of Nebraska 5,594 5,300 -294 -5.3%
Nebraska State Colleges 1,150 999 -151 -13.1%
Nebraska Community Colleges 6,679 5,841 -838 -12.5%
Independent Colleges & Universities 3,070 2,977 -93 -3.0%
Degree-Granting Career Schools 830 736 -94 -11.3%
Non-Degree Career Schools 562 450 -112 -19.9%
Total White (non-Hispanic) 17,885 16,303 -1,582 -8.8%

'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys. Counts include

part-time students. Counts do not include non-resident aliens (foreign students) and students of unknown

race/ethnicity.
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and Non-Degree-Granting Postsecondary Institutions by Race/Ethnicity

Table A7.3
Comparison of the Percentage Distributions of Nebraska High School Graduates
and First-Time Freshmen at Nebraska Degree-Granting

2002-2003/Fall 2003 Compared to 2003-2004/Fall 2004

2002-2003 Nebraska Fall 2003 %
Race/Ethnicity High School Graduates | First-Time Freshmen | Difference
Number % Number % HS v FTF
White (non-Hispanic) 19,704 89.7% 17,885 89.2% -0.5%
Asian/Pacific Islander 334 1.5% 363 1.8% 0.3%
Hispanic 836 3.8% 688 3.4% -0.4%
Native American 177 0.8% 202 1.0% 0.2%
Black (non-Hispanic) 921 4.2% 922 4.6% 0.4%
Total Students 21,972 100.0% 20,060 100.0%
Difference
2003-2004 Nebraska Fall 2004 % between
Race/Ethnicity High School Graduates | First-Time Freshmen | Difference | academic
Number % Number % HS v FTF years
White (non-Hispanic) 19,290 88.8% 16,303 88.3% -0.5% 0.0%
Asian/Pacific Islander 349 1.6% 364 2.0% 0.4% 0.1%
Hispanic 960 4.4% 743 4.0% -0.4% 0.0%
Native American 182 0.8% 225 1.2% 0.4% 0.2%
Black (non-Hispanic) 937 4.3% 825 4.5% 0.2% -0.2%
Total Students 21,718 100.0% 18,460 100.0%

1Official numbers of high school graduates obtained from the Nebraska Department of Education in August 2005.
Numbers include graduates of nonpublic schools, public schools, education service units, and state-operated schools.
Graduates do not include GED recipients or completers who did not receive regular diplomas.

Numbers of first-time freshmen at all Nebraska degree-granting and non-degree-granting postsecondary institutions,
based on data obtained through the National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Counts include part-time students. Counts do not include non-resident aliens (foreign students) and students of

unknown race/ethnicity.
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Table A7.4

Enrollment of Native American First-Time Freshmen
at Nebraska Degree-Granting and Non-Degree-Granting Postsecondary Institutions

Fall 2004"

Total Enrollment at Enrollment Excluding
Sector of Higher Education All Nebraska Institutions NICC and Little Priest TC?
Number % Number %

University of Nebraska 33 14.7% 33 23.4%
Nebraska State Colleges 18 8.0% 18 12.8%
Nebraska Community Colleges 41 18.2% 41 29.1%
Total Public 92 40.9% 92 65.2%
Independent Colleges & Universities 119 52.9% 35 24.8%
Degree-Granting Career Schools 7 3.1% 7 5.0%
Non-Degree Career Schools 7 3.1% 7 5.0%
Total White (non-Hispanic) 225 100.0% 141 100.0%

!Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2003 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys. Counts include
part-time students. Counts do not include non-resident aliens (foreign students) and students of unknown

race/ethnicity.

2NICC = Nebraska Indian Community College and Little Priest TC = Little Priest Tribal College.

A total of 84 (37.3%) of the 225 Native Americans who were first-time freshmen in fall 2004 were enrolled at

NICC and Little Priest TC.
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Appendix 6

Nebraska and Non-Nebraska First-Time Freshmen Migration Data

Explanatory Note A6.1
Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Migration Data Collection and Limitations

The data used to estimate the number and percentage of Nebraska high school graduates who go
to college in Nebraska or out of state are collected every two years by the National Center for Education
Statistics (NCES) through the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS). These data are
collected through the fall IPEDS surveys that are conducted in even-numbered years. Consequently, the
latest available data are for fall 2002 and fall 2004, representing the 2002-2003 and 2004-2005 academic
years.

Based on the IPEDS data summarized in the table below, 97% of all Nebraska-resident first-time
freshmen attend degree-granting postsecondary institutions in Nebraska or other states, compared to
3% who attend non-degree-granting schools. The Nebraska-resident first-time freshmen who attended
non-degree-granting schools are excluded from the analyses in this report because the NCES does not
require non-degree-granting schools to submit enrollment data by state or country of residency. As a
result, the student residency data obtained from non-degree-granting schools is incomplete and
inconsistent from one IPEDS survey to the next.

All Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen by Type of Institution Attended
Fall 2002 and Fall 2004"

Number and Percentage
. of All Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Type of Institution
Attended Fall 2002 Fall 2004
n % n %
Degree-Granting 19,846 96.9% 18,743 97.1%
Non-Degree-Granting 645 3.1% 568 2.9%
Total 20,491 100.0% 19,311 100.0%

!Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students.

The data collected from degree-granting independent institutions and private career schools are
limited by the fact that a few schools did not report the numbers and residence status of their first-time
freshmen who graduated from high school within 12 months of college enroliment. In 2002, the
following schools did not submit this information to the NCES: Bellevue University, Concordia
University, and The Creative Center. In 2004, the four schools that did not submit this information
were as follows: Nebraska Indian Community College, Nebraska Methodist College, Union College,
and Vatterott College (Deerfield Campus).

The available data from the seven schools listed above were used to estimate the effect that their
missing data might have on the sector totals for the independent and private career schools. Based on this
analysis, the enrollment totals for the independent and private school sectors are underestimated, but not
to a large enough degree to affect the conclusions in section 1.2 of this report.
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Table A6.1
Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska and Qut-of-State Degree-Granting Postsecondary Institutions
Within 12 Months of High School Graduation
Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

Number and Percentage of Nebraska-Resident
Where Students First-Time Freshmen Who Enrolled at Nebraska
Enrolled as and Out-of-State Postsecondary Institutions Change Since
First-Time Within 12 Months of High School Graduation Fall 2002
Freshmen Fall 2002 Fall 2004
n % n % n %
Out-of-State Schools 2,513 18.8% 2,678 19.7% 165 6.6%
Nebraska Schools 10,836 81.2% 10,887 80.3% 51 0.5%
Total | 13,349 | 100.0% 13,565 100.0% 216 1.6%

!Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students.

Table A6.2
Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska Degree-Granting Postsecondary Institutions
Within 12 Months of High School Graduation
Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

Number and Percentage of Nebraska-Resident

Where Students First-Time Freshmen Who Enrolled at Nebraska
Enrolled as and Out-of-State Postsecondary Institutions Change Since
First-Time Within 12 Months of High School Graduation Fall 2002
Freshmen Fall 2002 Fall 2004
n % n % n %
University of Nebraska 5,313 49.0% 4,988 45.8% - 325 -6.1%
Nebraska State Colleges 880 8.1% 818 7.5% - 62 -7.0%
Nebraska Community 2018 | 26.9% | 3084 | 283%| 166 5.7%
Colleges
Public Total 9,111 84.1% 8,890 81.7% - 221 -2.4%
Independent Colleges 1600 | 148% | 1847 | 17.0%| 247 | 154%
and Universities
Private Career Schools 125 1.2% 150 1.4% 25 20.0%
Nebraska Total | 10,836 | 100.0% 10,887 100.0% 51 0.5%

!Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students.
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More than 12 Months After High School Graduation

Table A6.3
Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska and Out-of-State Postsecondary Institutions

Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

Where Students

Number and Percentage of Nebraska-Resident
First-Time Freshmen Who Enrolled at Nebraska

Enrolled as and Out-of-State Postsecondary Institutions Change Since
First-Time More Than 12 Months After High School Graduation Fall 2002
Freshmen Fall 2002 Fall 2004
n % n % n %
Out-of-State Schools 591 9.1% 582 11.2% -9 -1.5%
Nebraska Schools 5,906 90.9% 4,596 88.8% -1,310 | -22.2%
Total 6,497 100.0% 5,178 100.0% -1,319 | -20.3%

'Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students.

More than 12 Months After High School Graduation

Table A6.4
Nebraska-Resident First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska Degree-Granting Postsecondary Institutions

Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

Number and Percentage of Nebraska-Resident
Where Students First-Time Freshmen Who Enrolled
Enrolled as at Nebraska Postseconc_jarv Institutions _ Change Since
First-Time More than 12 Months after High School Graduation Fall 2002
Freshmen Fall 2002 Fall 2004
n % n % n %
University of Nebraska 314 5.3% 158 3.4% -156 -49.7%
Nebraska State Colleges 54 0.9% 63 1.4% 9 16.7%
Nebraska Community
Colleges 3,976 67.3% 3,362 73.2% -614 -15.4%
Public Total 4,344 73.6% 3,583 78.0% -761 -17.5%
Independent Colleges
and Universities 444 7.5% 302 6.6% -142 -32.0%
Private Career Schools 1,118 18.9% 711 15.5% -407 -36.4%
Nebraska Total 5,906 100.0% 4,596 100.0% | -1,310| -22.2%
!Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Includes full-time and part-time students.
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Table A6.5
Non-Nebraska First-Time Freshmen
Enrolled at Nebraska Colleges and Universities
Classified by Type of Institution Attended
Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

Number and Percentage of Non-Nebraska
First-Time Freshmen Enrolled
T ¢ Post d at Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions
ype of Postsecondary
Institution in Nebraska Fall 2002 Fall 2004
n % n %
Degree-Granting 3,031 98.3% 3,052 98.5%
Non-Degree-Granting 51 1.7% 45 1.5%
Total 3,082 100.0% 3,097 100.0%

Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys.
Counts include full-time and part-time students. Counts include foreign students. Counts do not
include students with reported unknown states of residence and students for whom no residence
information was reported.

Table A6.6
Non-Nebraska First-Time Freshmen

Enrolled at Nebraska Degree-Granting Postsecondary Institutions
Within 12 Months of High School Graduation

Fall 2002 Compared to Fall 2004

Number and Percentage of Non-Nebraska
Where Students First-Time Freshmen Who Enrolled at Nebraska
Enrolled as and Out-of-State Postsecondary Institutions Change Since
First-Time Within 12 Months of High School Graduation Fall 2002
Freshmen Fall 2002 Fall 2004
n % n % n %
University of Nebraska 854 37.4% 805 33.2% -49 -34.3%
Nebraska State Colleges 240 10.5% 253 10.4% 13 9.1%
Nebraska Community
Colleges 143 6.3% 142 5.9% -1 -0.7%
Public Total 1,237 54.2% 1,200 49.5% -37 -25.9%
Independent Colleges
and Universities 1,032 45.2% 1,196 49.3% 164 114.7%
Private Career Schools 12 0.5% 28 1.2% 16 11.2%
Nebraska Total 2,281 100.0% 2,424 100.0% 143 100.0%

!Data Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 and Fall 2004 IPEDS surveys. Counts include
full-time and part-time students. Counts include foreign students. Counts do not include students with reported
unknown states of residence and students for whom no residence information was reported.
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Table A6.7
Nebraska and Non-Nebraska First-Time Freshmen Enrolled at Nebraska Degree-Granting
Postsecondary Institutions Within 12 Months of High School Graduation: Fall 2002

Nebraska Out-of-State Foreign
P Students Students Students
Sector or Institutions No. of % of No. of % of No. of % of Total
Students | Students | Students | Students | Students | Students

University of Nebraska 5313 | 86.1% 744 | 12.1% 110 1.8% 6,167
NCTA-Curtis 96 | 90.6% 10 9.4% 106
University of Nebraska at Kearney 884 | 86.8% 87 8.6% 47 4.6% 1,018
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 2934 | 83.1% 534 | 15.1% 62 1.8% 3,530
University of Nebraska at Omaha 1,399 | 92.5% 113 7.4% 1 0.1% 1,513
Nebraska State Colleges 880 | 78.6% 238 | 21.2% 2 0.2% 1,120
Chadron State College 266 | 69.6% 116 | 30.4% 382
Peru State College 129 | 84.3% 24| 15.7% 0 0.0% 153
Wayne State College 485 | 82.9% 98 | 16.8% 2 0.3% 585
Nebraska Community Colleges 2,918 | 95.3% 137 4.5% 6 0.2% 3,061
Central Community College 298 | 98.0% 6 2.0% 304
Metropolitan Community College 613 | 96.7% 21 3.3% 634
Mid-Plains Community College 211 | 92.5% 15 6.6% 2 0.9% 228
Northeast Community College 578 | 93.7% 35 5.7% 4 0.6% 617
Southeast Community College 987 | 97.0% 31 3.0% 1,018
Western Nebraska Community College 231 | 88.8% 29 | 11.2% 0 0.0% 260
Nebraska Public Institutions 9,111 | 88.1% 1,119 | 10.8% 118 1.1% 10,348
Nebraska Independent Colleges

and Universities 1,600 | 60.8% 987 | 37.5% 45 1.7% 2,632
Bellevue University No information

BryanLGH College of Health Sciences No information

Clarkson College 28 | 80.0% 7| 20.0% 35
College of St. Mary 62 | 80.5% 14| 18.2% 1 1.3% 77
Concordia University No information

Creighton University 325 | 40.7% 463 | 58.0% 10 1.3% 798
Dana College 62 | 47.0% 70 | 53.0% 132
Doane College 227 | 8L7% 51| 18.3% 278
Grace University 42 | 50.0% 42 | 50.0% 84
Hastings College 207 | 75.3% 65| 23.6% 3 1.1% 275
Little Priest Tribal College 7 | 100.0% 7
Midland Lutheran College 209 | 81.3% 47 | 18.3% 1 0.4% 257
Nebraska Christian College 28 | 46.7% 29 | 48.3% 3 5.0% 60
Nebraska Indian Community College 1| 100.0% 1
Nebraska Methodist College 26 | 83.9% 5| 16.1% 31
Nebraska Wesleyan University 319 | 94.9% 17 5.1% 336
Platte Valley Bible College 2| 28.6% 5| 71.4% 7
Union College 23| 13.4% 125 | 72.7% 24 | 13.9% 172
York College 32 | 39.0% 47 | 57.3% 3 3.7% 82

Continued on the next page.
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Table A6.7 Continued

Nebraska Out-of-State Foreign
- Students Students Students
Sector or Institutions No. of % of No. of % of No. of % of Total
Students | Students | Students | Students | Students | Students
Private Degree-Granting
Career Schools 125 | 91.2% 12 8.8% 0 0.0% 137
ITT Technical Institute 15 78.9% 41 21.1% 19
Hamilton College (Lincoln) 51 | 100.0% 0 0.0% 51
Hamilton College (Omaha) 37| 92.5% 3 7.5% 40
Vatterott College (Deerfield Campus) 13| 72.2% 5| 27.8% 18
The Creative Center No information
Vatterott College (Spring Valley Campus) 6 | 100.0% 0 0.0% 6
Myotherapy Institute 3 | 100.0% 0 0.0% 3
Total Degree-Granting Institutions 10,836 | 82.6% 2,118 | 16.2% 163 1.2% | 13,117

'Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2002 IPEDS survey.

Counts include full-time and part-time students. Counts do not include students with reported
unknown states of residence and students for whom no residence information was reported.
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Table A6.8
Nebraska and Non-Nebraska First-Time Freshmen Enrolled

at Nebraska Degree-Granting and Non-Degree-Granting Postsecondary Institutions
Within 12 Months of High School Graduation: Fall 2004*

Nebraska Out-of-State Foreign
P Students Students Students
Sector or Institutions No. of % of No. of % of No. of % of Total
Students | Students | Students | Students | Students | Students

University of Nebraska 4,988 | 86.1% 702 | 12.1% 103 1.8% 5,793
NCTA-Curtis 77| 77.8% 22| 22.2% 0 0.0% 99
University of Nebraska at Kearney 951 | 88.1% 68 6.3% 61 5.6% 1,080
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 2511 | 81.4% 534 | 17.3% 40 1.3% 3,085
University of Nebraska at Omaha 1,449 | 94.8% 78 5.1% 2 0.1% 1,529
Nebraska State Colleges 818 | 76.4% 253 | 23.6% 0 0.0% 1,071
Chadron State College 231 | 63.8% 131 | 36.2% 0 0.0% 362
Peru State College 139 | 79.9% 35| 20.1% 0 0.0% 174
Wayne State College 448 | 83.7% 87 | 16.3% 0 0.0% 535
Nebraska Community Colleges 3,084 | 95.6% 138 4.3% 4 0.1% 3,226
Central Community College 362 | 98.9% 4 1.1% 0 0.0% 366
Metropolitan Community College 668 | 98.1% 13 1.9% 0 0.0% 681
Mid-Plains Community College 162 | 83.1% 33| 16.9% 0 0.0% 195
Northeast Community College 578 | 94.3% 35 5.7% 0 0.0% 613
Southeast Community College 1,084 | 96.0% 45 4.0% 0 0.0% 