Adult Learners in Nebraska
An “adult learner” is usually a student age 25 or older. At the undergraduate level, they
typically do not follow the more traditional path to college, which is to enroll immediately after
high school. Adult learners often go back to school to advance in the workplace or when they’re seeking a career
change. They usually attend college on a part-time basis as they juggle family and work responsibilities. In Nebraska,
like the rest of the country, educational attainment among adult learners is vital to the state’s economic future.
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Top 5 institutions: veteran enrollment
Bellevue University — 2,338
Metropolitan Community College — 957
University of Nebraska at Omaha — 950
University of Nebraska-Lincoln — 461
Southeast Community College — 288
Source: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System
Note: Includes students who received benefits/assistance via the Post-9/11 GI Bill or
the Department of Defense Tuition Assistance Program. May include dependents.
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Strategies: What states are doing to enroll, retain, and graduate adult learners
Nebraska — Gap Assistance — Provides financial aid to community college students taking non-credit courses that lead to
jobs in high-need fields. (ccpe.nebraska.gov/gap)
Washington — I-BEST— Uses a team-teaching approach at
community colleges. Students work with two teachers in the
classroom: one provides job training and the other teaches
basic skills in reading, math, or English language.
Iowa — PACE — Community colleges offer short-term training
and degree programs for middle-skill careers, dictated by local
needs. Funding covers the cost of barriers to education, i.e.,

child care or transportation.
Tennessee — Reconnect — A “last-dollar” scholarship for
adults to attend community college tuition-free. Among the
requirements of students: must not already have an associate
or bachelor degree and must participate in a partnering
advising program.
Indiana — You Can. Go Back. — A wide-ranging initiative aimed
at adults with some college but no degree. Benefits vary by institution, but include flexible scheduling, debt forgiveness, credit for work and military experience, and $1,000 state grants.
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